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Pankaj Dheer, Karna of Mahabharat 
series, dies 

                      ,             

     

 Television 
star Pankaj 
Dheer, known for 
playing Karna in 
B.R. Chopra‘s 
‗Mahabharat‘ and 
king Shivdutt in 
the fantasy drama ‗Chandrakanta‘, died at the 
age of 68 on Wednesday following a battle with 
cancer. 

                      ,           .आ .          

‗       ‘        औ               ‗        ‘         

                        ,                      

             68                            

 Dheer is survived by his wife, Anita 
Dheer, and son, Nikitin Dheer, who is also an actor. 

                             औ                          ए   ,           ए              

 His last rites were conducted at the Pawan Hans crematorium in Mumbai in the evening. 

                                                                              

 Salman Khan, Sidharth Malhotra, Arbaaz Khan, Puneet Issar, and Mika Singh among 
others paid their last respects to Dheer at the crematorium. 

          ,             ,          ,          , औ                              

                                           

 Dheer, who hailed from Punjab, started out as an actor in the 1980s, featuring in minor 
roles in many movies. 

                                 1980           ए                                          

   औ                                    ए     
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Nagaland parties NPF, NDPP set to 
merge 

                     NPF औ  NDPP    

                  

 The Nationalist Democratic 
Progressive Party (NDPP), which rules 
Nagaland in alliance with the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP), is set to merge with the regional 
party it was born out of. The merger of the NDPP 
and the Naga People‘s Front (NPF) is likely 
within a week. 

                               (NDPP),    

                 (BJP)                          

                 ,                              

                NDPP औ                 (NPF) 

        ए                                   

 On Tuesday, the NPF joined the 
People‘s Democratic Alliance government led 
by Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio. ―The two parties 
are merging and we hope to declare it on October 
21,‖ NPF legislator Küzholüzo Nienü told The 
Hindu on Wednesday. 

            NPF                                 

                                              

    ―                              औ         21 

                                   ,‖          

   NPF                         ,                

                          

 The NDPP was formed by NPF rebels, 
including Mr. Rio, ahead of the 2017 Nagaland 
Assembly election. Although the NPF emerged 

as the single-largest party, the NDPP and BJP formed the government along with some 
smaller parties. 

 NDPP        NPF           ,                          ,    2017                             

                         NPF                           ,       NDPP औ  BJP             

                                     

Convention of parties 

                     

 The NDPP and NPF are scheduled to hold their conventions in the State‘s capital, Kohima, 
on October 18 and October 21, respectively. The merger is expected after the NPF 
convention. 

 NDPP औ  NPF     -                                           18       औ  21 

                                            NPF                                    

 The NPF‘s alignment with the NDPP-led alliance has left the Nagaland Assembly without 
any Opposition. 

 NDPP-                         NPF                                                      
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Former Kenya PM Raila Odinga dies in Kerala 

                                                   

 Odinga suffers cardiac failure during his morning walk; he was undergoing Ayurvedic 
treatment in Ernakulam after suffering a stroke; Kerala Governor pays tributes to the 
departed leader. 

                                             (cardiac failure)                  ;         

                   आ                       ;                                            

 Raila Odinga, former Prime Minister of Kenya, died at a private hospital in 
Koothattukulam in Ernakulam district of Kerala on Wednesday. He was 80. 

                                                                                          

                 80                            

 He suffered a cardiac failure around 8 a.m. during his morning walk at Sreedhareeyam 
Ayurvedic Eye Hospital-cum-Research Centre in Koothattukulam, where he had been 
under treatment for the past five days. 

                  8                                                         आ        

आ        -  -                           (cardiac failure)               ,               
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 He was rushed to Devamatha Hospital in Koothattukulam, where his death was confirmed 
at 9.52 a.m. The authorities at Sreedhareeyam Hospital said he had initially sought 
treatment at a private hospital in Mumbai after suffering a stroke. 

                                                    ,           9.52                        

                                                                                     

                         

Signs of recovery 

                

 He was accompanied by his youngest daughter and a personal doctor. Though he had 
arrived at the Sreedhareeyam hospital in a wheelchair, he had shown signs of recovery 
after undergoing Ayurveda treatment, they added. 

                        औ  ए                                                            

           ,       आ                                               ए   ,               

 His body was later shifted to the Government Medical College Hospital, Ernakulam, for 
post-mortem examination. 

                                   ए                          ,                       

 Odinga had a close connection with the hospital as his elder daughter Rosemary Odinga 
had undergone treatment there in 2017 after she had lost her sight. 

                                                                           2017         

                                     

 He had expressed gratitude to the physicians at the centre for helping her regain her 
vision. He had served as the Leader of the Opposition in Kenya for many years. 

                                                       ए                        आ       

                                                                      

 Kerala Governor Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar paid tributes to the departed leader when 
his body was kept at the Kochi airport. The body would be flown to Mumbai on a non-
scheduled flight soon, according to a release. 

                                                                                   

                ए                 ,                   -              (non-scheduled 

flight)                      

 

 

QUIZ 

Nerve Impulse Transmission: Ear to Brain to Leg 
Muscles 

Introduction 

 Nerve impulses are electrical signals transmitted along 
neurons, allowing rapid communication between different parts of the 
body. 

 These impulses enable sensory input, like hearing a sound, to 
trigger motor responses, such as moving leg muscles. 

Pathway of Impulse from Ear to Leg Muscles 

 Ear (Cochlea): Sound is detected by hair cells in the cochlea 
of the inner ear. 

 Auditory Nerve: Impulse travels through the auditory nerve 
to the brainstem. 

 Brain Processing: The impulse is processed in the auditory 
cortex and relayed to the motor cortex for response. 
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 Motor Neurons: Signal travels via spinal cord neurons to leg muscles, triggering 
contraction. 

Time Taken 

 Total transmission time from ear detection to leg muscle response is approximately 0.1 
seconds (100 milliseconds). 

 This rapid response allows humans to react quickly to auditory stimuli, such as avoiding 
danger or catching a falling object. 

Factors Affecting Transmission Speed 

 Myelination of Neurons: Myelin sheath increases conduction velocity. 

 Distance: Longer pathways slightly increase transmission time. 

 Type of Neuron: Motor neurons can conduct signals faster than unmyelinated sensory 
neurons. 

Illustrative Example 

 Scenario: Hearing a loud clap and jumping immediately. 
o Sound is detected by ear → Auditory nerve → Brain → Motor neurons → Leg 

muscles 

o Reaction occurs in ~0.1 s. 

Property of Sprinters‘ Legs Allowing Release of Elastic Energy: Stiffness 

Introduction 

 Sprinters‘ exceptional speed is not only due to muscle strength but also due to the 
mechanical properties of their legs. 

 One critical property is stiffness, which allows the storage and release of elastic energy 
during running. 

Definition of Stiffness in Biomechanics 

 Stiffness refers to the resistance of a leg (muscles, tendons, ligaments) to deformation when 
subjected to force. 

 Higher stiffness enables tendons and muscles to store elastic energy during foot strike 
and release it efficiently during push-off. 

 This property improves running economy and stride efficiency. 

Mechanism of Elastic Energy Release 

 During the stance phase of sprinting, the foot strikes the ground, compressing the leg 
tendons. 

 Elastic energy is stored in Achilles tendon and plantar fascia. 

 Upon push-off, this energy is released, adding to muscle-generated force, propelling the 
sprinter forward faster. 

 This process reduces metabolic energy expenditure while maximizing speed. 

Factors Affecting Leg Stiffness 

 Tendon Composition: High collagen content increases resilience. 

 Muscle Strength: Stronger muscles stabilize joints, enhancing energy storage. 

 Technique: Optimal stride frequency and foot strike pattern influence effective stiffness. 

Illustrative Example 
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 Usain Bolt‘s sprinting demonstrates high leg stiffness: fast foot turnover, minimal ground 
contact time (~0.08–0.12 s), and maximal propulsion from stored elastic energy. 

Athlete Who Reinvented the High Jump to Be More Efficient: Dick Fosbury 

Introduction 

 Dick Fosbury, an American athlete, revolutionized the high jump in the 1960s. 

 He introduced the ―Fosbury Flop‖, a technique that allowed jumpers to clear higher bars 
with greater efficiency. 

 Before Fosbury, athletes primarily used the straddle method or scissors technique, which 
were less effective in maximizing clearance. 

The Fosbury Flop Technique 

 The Fosbury Flop involves jumping backward over the bar, landing on the back. 

 Key aspects: 
o Approach: Run in a curved path toward the bar to generate rotational momentum. 
o Take-off: Push off the outside leg to rotate the body in mid-air. 
o Body Position: Arch the back to lower the center of mass relative to the bar. 
o Landing: Fall on the shoulders and upper back, minimizing injury risk due to foam 

landing mats. 

Advantages of the Fosbury Flop 

 Allows the center of mass to pass below the bar, making higher jumps possible with the 
same effort. 

 Reduces energy expenditure compared to older techniques. 

 Safer landing with the advent of foam mats, reducing risk of injury. 

 Widely adopted in modern athletics due to efficiency and effectiveness. 

Historical Achievement 

 1968 Mexico City Olympics: Fosbury won the gold medal with a jump of 2.24 meters, 
introducing the world to his innovative technique. 

 His method is now standard in high jump competitions worldwide. 

Direction of Change of Javelin‘s Centre of Gravity to Reduce Range: Forward 

Introduction 

 In javelin throw, the centre of gravity (CG) of the javelin plays a crucial role in determining 
its flight distance and stability. 

 The International Association of Athletics Federations (IAAF) introduced modifications in 
the 1980s to reduce excessively long throws for safety reasons. 

Principle of Centre of Gravity in Javelins 

 Centre of Gravity (CG): The point in an object where its mass is considered to be 
concentrated. 

 In a javelin, CG affects aerodynamics and flight trajectory. 

 Forward shift of CG: Moves the weight toward the tip of the javelin. 

Effect of Forward CG on Range 

 Causes the javelin to pitch downward earlier during flight. 

 Reduces the total flight distance because the aerodynamic lift is less effective. 
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 Helps prevent throws from going too far and hitting spectators or crossing field 
boundaries. 

Historical Context 

 Before the 1980s, throws by elite male javelin throwers exceeded 100 meters, creating 
safety hazards. 

 In 1986, the men‘s javelin specifications were revised: 
o CG moved 4 cm forward. 
o Tail surface area is reduced to enhance stability. 

 The women‘s javelin underwent a similar adjustment in 1999. 

Illustrative Example 

 Before adjustment: Throws often exceeded 100 m; javelin could land flat or tail-first, creating 
safety risks. 

 After forward CG adjustment: Throws reduced by 10–15 meters on average; javelin lands 
tip-first, improving safety and predictability. 

Tailwind Limit for Sprinters Attempting to Set/Break Records: 2 m/s 

Introduction 

 In track and field events, environmental conditions such as wind speed significantly affect 
sprint performance. 

 To maintain fairness and standardization, there is an official limit on tailwind during 
record attempts. 

Definition of Tailwind 

 Tailwind: Wind blowing in the same direction as the sprinter‘s motion. 

 Effect: Reduces air resistance, allowing sprinters to run faster than their actual capability. 

Official Tailwind Limit 

 According to World Athletics (formerly IAAF) rules: 
o Maximum allowable tailwind = 2.0 meters per second (m/s) for a record to be 

officially recognized. 

 Reason for limit: 
o Ensures performance comparability across competitions. 
o Maintains integrity of records by preventing artificially enhanced results. 

Measurement Procedure 

 Wind speed is measured using an anemometer placed near the track, typically 1.22 m 
above the ground and within 2 meters of lane 1. 

 Measurement is taken over the first 10 seconds of a 100 m sprint or duration of relevant 
segment in other sprint events. 

Illustrative Example 

 Usain Bolt‘s 100 m World Record (9.58 s, 2009): 
o Wind speed recorded: +0.9 m/s (within the 2 m/s limit). 

 If wind had exceeded 2 m/s, the time would not be eligible as a world record. 

Impact of Tailwind on Sprint Performance 

 Tailwind <2 m/s: Legally helps sprinters improve performance. 
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 Tailwind >2 m/s: Gives unfair advantage, record is disqualified for official purposes. 

 Helps coaches and athletes plan training and competition strategies. 

 

 

 

QUIZ 

A.P.J. Abdul Kalam: The Missile Man of India 
Early Life and Education 

 Born on October 15, 1931, in Rameswaram, Tamil 
Nadu, to a humble family. 

 Graduated in Physics from St. Joseph's College, 
Tiruchirappalli. 

 Earned a degree in Aerospace Engineering from the 
Madras Institute of Technology (MIT) in 1960. 

Career in Space and Missile Development 

 Joined DRDO in 1958, working on hovercraft 
technology. 

 Moved to ISRO in 1969, leading the Satellite Launch 
Vehicle (SLV-3) project, which successfully deployed the 
Rohini satellite in 1980. 

 Played a pivotal role in the development of India's first 
indigenous rocket in the 1960s. 

 Directed Project Devil and Project Valiant in the 
1970s, aiming to develop ballistic missiles using SLV 
technology. 

 Led the Integrated Guided Missile Development 
Programme (IGMDP), resulting in the development of missiles like Prithvi, Agni, Akash, 
Trishul, and Nag. 

Nuclear Contributions 

 Coordinated the Pokhran-II nuclear tests in May 1998, which established India as a nuclear 
power. 

 Served as the Chief Scientific Adviser to the Prime Minister and Secretary of DRDO from 
1992 to 1999. 

Presidency and Legacy 

 Elected as the 11th President of India in 2002, serving until 2007. 

 Known as the ―People‘s President‖ for his approachable and humble demeanor. 

 Advocated for education, youth empowerment, and national development. 

 Authored several books, including his autobiography ―Wings of Fire‖. 

Recent Tributes 

 On October 15, 2025, Bollywood actor Jackie Shroff paid tribute to Dr. Kalam, highlighting 
his contributions to science, education, and the nation, and acknowledging his legacy as a 
visionary leader who inspired millions. 

 

Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam: The Fighter Pilot Dream 
Early Aspirations 
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 Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam harbored a deep desire to become a fighter pilot in the Indian 
Air Force (IAF). 

 In 1958, he appeared for the IAF selection process at Dehradun, where he secured the 
9th position out of 25 candidates, missing the selection by just one rank, as only eight 
slots were available. 

Turning Point 

 Devastated by this setback, Kalam traveled to Rishikesh. 

 There, he met a sadhu who shared a verse from the Bhagavad Gita, inspiring him to 
persevere and pursue his dreams through alternative paths. 

Pursuit of Aerospace Engineering 

 Undeterred, Kalam pursued Aerospace Engineering at the Madras Institute of 
Technology (MIT), graduating in 1960. 

 This education laid the foundation for his illustrious career in aerospace science and 
technology. 

Legacy and Tribute 

 In 2006, at the age of 74, while serving as the President of India, Kalam had the 
opportunity to fly a Sukhoi-30 MKI fighter jet at the Lohegaon Air Force Base in Pune, 
fulfilling his childhood dream. 

 On October 15, 2025, Bollywood actor Jackie Shroff paid tribute to Dr. Kalam, 
acknowledging his contributions to science, education, and the nation, and 
highlighting his legacy as a visionary leader who inspired millions 

India‘s First Satellite Launch: The Rohini RS-1 Mission 

On July 18, 1980, India achieved a significant milestone in its space journey by launching the Rohini 
Satellite RS-1, marking the nation's entry into the exclusive group of countries capable of deploying 
satellites into orbit using indigenous launch vehicles. 

Key Facts: 

 Launch Vehicle: The satellite was deployed using the Satellite Launch Vehicle-3 (SLV-3), 
India's first indigenously developed launch vehicle. 

 Project Director: Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam served as the Project Director for the SLV-3 
mission, overseeing its development and successful deployment. 

 Launch Site: The launch took place at the Satish Dhawan Space Centre in Sriharikota, 
India. 

 Satellite Specifications: 
o Weight: 35 kg 
o Power: 16 watts 
o Instruments: Digital sun sensor, magnetometer, and temperature sensors 
o Orbit: 305 km x 919 km with an inclination of 44.7° 
o Mission Duration: 1.2 years (operational), remained in orbit for 20 months 

Significance: 

 Technological Achievement: The successful deployment of RS-1 demonstrated India's 
capability to design, develop, and launch satellites using its own technology. 

 International Recognition: With this achievement, India became the seventh country 
globally to possess the capability to launch satellites into orbit using indigenous technology. 

 Legacy: The success of the SLV-3 mission paved the way for subsequent advancements in 
India's space program, leading to the development of more sophisticated launch vehicles and 
satellites. 
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Kalam-Raju Stent and Kalam-Raju Tablet 
Introduction 

Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, renowned as the "Missile Man of India," made significant contributions 
beyond aerospace and defense. Collaborating with Dr. Bhupathiraju Soma Raju, a distinguished 
cardiologist, Kalam ventured into healthcare innovation. Together, they developed two notable 
technologies aimed at improving medical care accessibility in India: the Kalam-Raju Stent and the 
Kalam-Raju Tablet. 

Kalam-Raju Stent 

 Development and Purpose: In 1998, Dr. Kalam and Dr. Soma Raju developed a low-cost 
coronary stent named the "Kalam-Raju Stent." The primary objective was to provide an 
affordable solution for coronary artery disease, which was previously treated using imported 
stents costing over ₹1 lakh. 

 Impact: The introduction of the Kalam-Raju Stent significantly reduced the cost of coronary 
stents in India, making heart treatment more accessible to the general population. 

 Recognition: The innovation was recognized with the Defence Technology Spin-off Award in 
1998, highlighting its contribution to civilian healthcare through defense technology. 

Kalam-Raju Tablet 

 Development and Purpose: In 2012, Dr. Kalam and Dr. Soma Raju designed a rugged 
tablet computer tailored for healthcare administration in rural and remote areas. The "Kalam-
Raju Tablet" aimed to equip healthcare workers with a portable device capable of performing 
various medical tasks, thereby enhancing healthcare delivery in underserved regions. 

 Features: The tablet was designed to withstand harsh conditions, ensuring durability and 
reliability in challenging environments. 

 Impact: The deployment of the Kalam-Raju Tablet facilitated improved healthcare services in 
rural areas, bridging the gap between urban and rural medical facilities. 

Conclusion 

Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam's collaboration with Dr. Bhupathiraju Soma Raju led to the creation of the 
Kalam-Raju Stent and the Kalam-Raju Tablet, both of which have had a lasting impact on healthcare 
accessibility in India. These innovations reflect Kalam's vision of applying scientific advancements to 
improve the quality of life for all citizens. 

Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam's Toughest Decision: The Office of Profit Bill 

Introduction 

Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, renowned as the "People's President," faced numerous challenges during his 
tenure from 2002 to 2007. Among these, his decision regarding the Office of Profit Bill stands out as 
the most difficult. 

What Is the Office of Profit? 

In Indian parliamentary terms, an "office of profit" refers to a position that offers a salary or perks from 
the government, which could influence a legislator's independence. The Constitution mandates that 
MPs and MLAs should not hold such offices to prevent conflicts of interest. 

The Controversy 

In 2006, the Indian Parliament passed the Office of Profit Bill, which retrospectively exempted certain 
positions from this definition, including the National Advisory Council (NAC) headed by Sonia Gandhi. 
This move was perceived by many as a way to shield MPs and MLAs from disqualification. 

Kalam's Response 
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Upon receiving the bill, President Kalam returned it to Parliament, citing concerns over its 
retrospective application and the need for clearer guidelines. He emphasized the importance of 
transparency and fairness in such matters. 

Despite his reservations, when the bill was sent back unchanged, President Kalam signed it, 
acknowledging the constitutional process. 

Legacy 

This episode highlighted the delicate balance a President must maintain between constitutional duties 
and personal convictions. Dr. Kalam's decision remains a significant moment in India's political 
history. 

Visual Aids 

To further understand this topic, consider the following visual aids: 

 Image of Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam: A portrait of the 11th President of India. 

 Diagram of the Office of Profit Concept: An infographic explaining what constitutes an 
office of profit in the Indian context. 

 Timeline of the Office of Profit Bill: A chronological chart detailing the events leading up to 
and following the bill's passage. 
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Ahmedabad all set to host 2030 C‘wealth Games 

          2030                                     

 The Executive Board (EB) of Commonwealth Sport on Wednesday recommended 
Ahmedabad as the proposed host city for the 2030 Centenary Commonwealth Games. 

                               (EB)              2030                                  

  ए                                                

 Even though a press release said the final decision on this will be taken at the 
Commonwealth Sport General Assembly in Glasgow on November 26, it is likely to be a 
formality. 

         ए                                            26                                

                      ए  ,                          औ               

 Ahmedabad, which is also in the race to bid for the 2036 Olympics, and Nigerian capital 
Abuja had submitted their proposals to host the 2030 Games. 

         ,    2036                        , औ                              2030        

             ए                 ए     

 Following a detailed process overseen by the Commonwealth Sport Evaluation 
Committee, which assessed candidate cities against a wide range of criteria, Ahmedabad 
was chosen over Abuja. 

                                        ए                   ,                        

                                   ,                                

 The Indian Olympic Association (IOA) and Commonwealth Games Association India 
(CGAI) president P.T. Usha said, ―The Games would not only showcase India‘s world-class 
sporting and event capabilities, but also play a meaningful role in our journey towards Viksit 
Bharat 2047.‖ 

                        (IOA) औ                              (CGAI)        

P.T.           , "                      -         औ                              ,     

                  2047            ए                        ए    " 

 
 
 
 
 
 

GS Paper 1: History, Society and Geography 

TOPICS COVERED      16 October   2025 

1. 

Kashmir college changes name of auditorium to ‗Lal Ded‘ from ‗Lalla Arifa‘ 
following protests 

                                             ‗         ‘          ‗    

   ‘      

2. 

Weather system to bring heavy rain in T.N. till October 21 

               21                                     

3. The Road to Gender Equity in Courts 
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 Kashmir college changes name of auditorium to ‗Lal Ded‘ from ‗Lalla Arifa‘ 
following protests 

                                             ‗         ‘          ‗    

   ‘      

 Kashmir‘s prominent Government College for Women in Srinagar on Wednesday 
announced that it had changed the name of its auditorium to ‗Lal Ded‘ from ‗Lalla Arifa‘. 

                                     ,                                          

                 ‗         ‘          ‗       ‘             

 The development comes in the wake of protests by Kashmiri Pandits. 
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 ―Good to see the auditorium‘s name changed from Lalla Arifa to Lal Ded. When will the other 
names be restored? Lal Ded, the mystic saint, will live forever for Kashmir,‖ said Ravinder 
Pandita, head of the Save Sharda Committee. 

 ―                                                                                

             ?        ,                       ए                  ,‖                       

                                

 During the day, the college hosted a function at the ‗Lal Ded‘ auditorium, which was 
attended by Jammu and Kashmir Education Minister Sakeena Itoo. 

                 ‗       ‘              ए                    ,           औ          

                               

 The Minister commended the college for being a ―cornerstone of women‘s empowerment‖ 
and announced the construction of a new 1,000-seat auditorium at the event held to mark 
the college‘s 75th anniversary. 

                  ―                 आ       ‖       औ           75               

        ए      1,000-                                      

 In August this year, Abhay Sopori, a prominent Kashmiri Pandit santoor player, 
composer, and conductor, refused to perform at the college over the name given to the 
auditorium after the 14th-century poet, referred to as Lalleshwari by Kashmiri Pandits and 
Lalla Arifa by Muslims. 

              ,                            ,          औ                       

                                                               14                         

             ,                         औ                                             

 Welcoming the development, Mr. Sopori told The Hindu: ―Lal Ded is a name that is equally 
regarded by both communities. I did not perform at the college‘s musical festival after the 
auditorium‘s name was pointed out to me. I cancelled my performance in protest.‖ 

                        ए                            : ―                                     

                                                           ,                               

                औ                                   ‖ 

 The college had planned a festival to celebrate India‘s classical music heritage from 
August 23 to 25 at the auditorium. 

          23    25                                                                 ए 

ए                                    

 ―Kashmir has seen a lot, and the time has come not to invest in names that cause friction. I 
will always stand for the culture of Kashmir,‖ added Mr. Sopori. 

 ―                       ,                                                ए                

                                               ,‖                    

 When contacted, the college principal, Prof. Yasmeen Farooq, refused to comment. 
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 Weather system to bring heavy rain 
in T.N. till October 21 

               21          

                           

 Widespread rainfall lashed several 
parts of Tamil Nadu in the early hours of 
Wednesday, with a few coastal areas 
experiencing intense downpour, under the 
influence of a prevailing weather system over 
the Bay of Bengal. Heavy rainfall is expected 
to continue over many districts this week. 

                

               

              

       ,          

                    

                 

              

                   

                 

                                               

 The strengthening of 
easterly/northeasterly winds over the region 
signals the impending arrival of the northeast 
monsoon. 

            /   -                        -     

                                 

 The Regional Meteorological Centre 
(RMC) said the simultaneous withdrawal of 
the southwest monsoon and onset of 
Northeast monsoon was likely on Thursday. 

                      (RMC)               -

                     औ     -               

   आ                         

 An upper air cyclonic circulation 
over coastal Tamil Nadu and a  djoining 
Comorin area is cited as one of the reasons 
for wet weather in the State. In its bulletin, the 
RMC forecast the wet spell to continue till 
October 21. 

               औ                          

                                          

               ए                          

          , RMC    21                     

                          

 On Thursday, four districts, including Tirunelveli and Ramanathapuram, may receive very 
heavy rainfall. Heavy rain is likely in 22 districts, including Virudhunagar, Villupuram, and 
the Nilgiris. 

                      औ                                                           

        ,          औ               22                                    

 Many coastal districts, including Chennai and neighbouring districts, are likely to receive 
intense rainfall. 

                         औ                                                 
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 In the 24 hours ending at 8.30 a.m. on Wednesday, Ennore in Chennai recorded very 
heavy rainfall of 14 cm. Kathivakkam (10 cm), Manali New Town in Chennai and 
Kodanad in Nilgiris district (9 cm each), Wimco Nagar in Chennai (8 cm) also reported 
heavy rainfall. Several districts received light to moderate rainfall. 

             8.30           24         ,                 14                                  

       (10     ),                       औ                          (9          ), 

                  (8     )                                                            

 The Water Resources Department released about 700 cubic feet per second (cusecs) of 
water from the Poondi reservoir, and 200 cusecs from the Red Hills reservoir on 
Wednesday as precaution. 

                                                                    700            औ  

                 200                  
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 The Road to Gender Equity in Courts 

                                

Women‘s Under-Representation in Higher Judiciary 

                              -         

 Women‘s under-representation, particularly in India‘s higher judiciary, continues to be a 
sad reality. 

              -        ,                                    , ए                    

       

 As highlighted by the India Justice Report 2025, women constitute only 14% of judges in the 
High Courts and a mere 3.1% in the Supreme Court. 

         India Justice Report 2025                     ,                                  

14% औ                     3.1%     

 Among the 34 judges of the Supreme Court, there is only one woman. 

               34                                

 The silver lining is her expected elevation as the first woman Chief Justice of India. 

                                                                              

 If no woman is inducted before she completes her tenure, the highest court of the country 
may have the unenviable distinction of not having even a token representation of women. 

                                                             ,                          

                                          ए    

 Out of 25 High Courts, only one is headed by a woman Chief Justice. 

 25                                                            

 This stark deficiency has been flagged in the past, and several judges have also voiced their 
concern. 

                                       , औ                                       

 However, no serious effort seems to have been made to correct this imbalance, and the 
situation remains dismal in this hollowed domain. 

        ,                            ए                             , औ                 

                     

Reasons for Gender Disparity 

                       

 The main reason for this gender disparity is the current Collegium system of induction of 
judges in the High Courts and the Supreme Court. 

                                       औ                                              

                  

 The Collegium consists of the Chief Justice and a few other judges. 

                         औ                           

 In such a highly networked ‗elitist club‘, women and other underprivileged sections of society 
are at a great disadvantage. 

                       ‗ए        ‘   ,      ए  औ                                       

         

Need for Reform 

          आ      

 The lower courts fare much better on this front, since judges at this level are selected through 
competitive examinations that open the doors equally to women and men. 

                                           ,                                        

                          ,            औ                    ए                         

https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS


                 Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticIAS 

                      YouTube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS 

                                                        Contact: 9971932488 

  

P
ag

e2
0

 

 As a result, women account for nearly 38% of the overall strength of the lower judiciary. 

          ,                                                    38%     

 The numbers could rise further with better promotional opportunities and a gender-
friendly infrastructure. 

                      औ                                       औ              

 Nearly 20% of the district court complexes in 2023 lacked separate toilets for women, 
according to a report by the Centre for Research and Planning of the Supreme Court. 

                     औ                                 , 2023                                

20%                 ए                     

 This gender imbalance in the higher judiciary can be corrected if there is an open, national-
level competition for judicial appointments, similar to those for the IAS, IFS, and IPS. 

                                                                                ए     , 

      -                 ,      IAS, IFS औ  IPS      ए          

 In recent years, this idea has gained traction and found support from President Droupadi 
Murmu. 

              ,                         औ                                              

 In her address at the Constitution Day function organised by the Supreme Court in 
November 2023, she suggested the creation of an All-India Judicial Service. 

       2023                                                                ,           -     

                                

 She said it would be a system ―in which judges can be recruited through a process which is 
merit-based, competitive, and transparent. Such a system can offer opportunities to the 
less-represented social groups also.‖ 

                  ए                                         -आ     ,        औ         

                                                                                        

                      

 Unfortunately, this suggestion has faced stiff resistance from both the judiciary and the 
Bar, as they fear executive interference and dilution of judicial autonomy. 

         ,                             औ                               ,           

                 औ                                

 However, this argument is not convincing. If there is no evidence of any executive 
interference in the selection of the lower judiciary through competitive exams, how would a 
similar system affect the independence of the higher judiciary? 

        ,                                                                                  

                                    ,                                                  

            ? 

 On the contrary, an open competitive examination would ensure a uniform merit-based 
selection process, bring transparency, reduce the influence of biases and patronage, and 
create a more inclusive judiciary. 

            , ए                                             -आ               ,   ए   

         ,                  औ                  , औ     ए   ए               

           

UPSC as a Model 

 UPSC                  

 To counter such concerns, a special mention needs to be made of the crucial role played by 
the Union Public Service Commission (UPSC) in holding a pan-India competitive 
examination annually for recruitment to the Civil Services. 

                               ए,                                               आ    

(UPSC)                  ,                                                          

                    ए  

 Over the decades, the profiles of successful candidates in the UPSC Civil Services 
examination have witnessed a remarkable diversity in their social and economic 
backgrounds. 
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               , UPSC                                                             औ  

                                             

 Out of the 1,009 candidates selected in the year 2024, there are 318 from OBC, 160 from 
SC, 87 from ST, and 109 from EWS. 

     2024          1,009                , 318 OBC, 160 SC, 87 ST औ  109 EWS        

 Women have scripted a new history; the top 25 successful candidates include 11 women. 

                            ;      25                  11                   

 In fact, both first and second ranks were secured by women. 

        ,      औ                                     

 The scenario in the IPS is even more heartening. In 2024, 54 women joined the IPS, 
comprising 28% of the total strength. 

 IPS         औ                 2024   , 54         IPS             ,                28% 

    

Way Forward 

 आ           

 Article 312 of the Constitution empowers Parliament to create new All-India Services, 
including an All-India Judicial Service, to ensure uniform recruitment, training, and service 
standards. 

                   312                 ए    -                                 ,          -

                           ,              ,       औ                      ए         

 One hopes that such a service comes into existence soon. Once constituted, the control over 
the Indian Judicial Service should vest with the Supreme Court. 

                                ए    ए                  ,                             

                           ए  

 However, the examination should be open to all Indians and conducted by the UPSC, based 
on eligibility standards and other criteria prescribed by the Supreme Court in consultation 
with the High Courts. 

        ,                         ए               ए औ  UPSC                         ए,    

                                                              औ                            

 This would inject the much-needed impartiality, transparency, and diversity in the 
selection process of the higher judiciary. 

                                                   ,           औ           ए    

 Those selected should work under the control of the Supreme Court or the High Court 
concerned, as the case may be. 

                                                                              ए  

 The modalities, of course, are to be decided by these courts, including those relating to a 
comprehensive basic training programme after their selection. 

      ए ,            ,                         ए   ,                                 

                                    

 To recall the famous words of a former Prime Minister of France, Georges Clemenceau, 
―War is too important a matter to be left to generals.‖ 

                                                     , ―                                 

                               ‖ 

 Similarly, justice is also too serious a matter to be left entirely to the judiciary. 

        ,        ए                                                                  

 The citizens of this country also have a stake in this matter and need to be given access to 
the selection process to ensure an inclusive judiciary. 

                                             औ                                    ए      

ए                                       
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GS Paper II: Polity, Governance, And International Relations 

TOPICS COVERED          
16  October  2025 

1. 

NSA Doval in Bishkek for security talks with Central Asia partners 

                                                             NSA     

2. 

Indian-origin former official Ashley Tellis held in the U.S 

                                                                        

3. 

Delhi HC seeks response on vacancies in National Commission for 
Minorities 

                                                                      

4. 

Refugees, Infiltrators 

       ,          

5. 

The future of the IMEC 

 IMEC         

6. Why is the fiscal architecture of municipalities flawed? 

                                         (flawed)   ? 
7. 

China files WTO complaint on India's EV, battery subsidies 

                    औ                                         

8. 

Sri Lanka PM Amarasuriya to arrive in New Delhi today 

                               आ                  

9. 

Indonesia to buy 42 fighter jets from China in first non-Western aircraft purchase 
deal 

                   42                    ,         -                            
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NSA Doval in Bishkek for security 
talks with Central Asia partners 

                                 

                            NSA 

    

 Kyrgyz capital Bishkek will host the 
meeting of National Security Advisers 
(NSAs) of India and the Central Asian 
Republics this week where security and 
terrorism will be in focus. 

                                   औ  

                                     

          (NSA)                         , 

           औ  आ                          

 NSA Ajit Doval reached Bishkek 
on Wednesday to participate in the dialogue 
with India‘s Central Asian security 
partners. 

 NSA                                     

                                            

                     

 The overall security situation, 
especially the Afghanistan-Pakistan 
border conflict is expected to be part of the 
discussion which comes days after the 
Moscow format where four Central Asian 
republics participated in dialogue with 
India, Pakistan, Russia, and the Afghan 
delegation led by Taliban Foreign Minister 
Amir Khan Muttaqi. 

                      ,             

         -                  ,         

                    ,                      

                ,                        

               ,        ,   , औ  

                      आ                  

                                     

                      

 Soon after his arrival in Bishkek, 
Mr. Doval held a meeting with the Secretary 
of the Security Council of the Kyrgyz 

Republic Lt. Gen. Baktybek Bekbolotov. 

                          ,                                                 .      

                                  

 ―Both sides discussed bilateral cooperation and agreed to enhance existing collaboration on 
countering terrorism, radicalisation, extremism, and drug trafficking,‖ said the Embassy 
of India in an announcement. 

 ―                                      औ  आ      ,      ,       , औ                    

                                    ,‖                    ए                

 On June 6, External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar led the 4th India-Central Asia dialogue 
that was held in New Delhi. 

 6       ,              .                                      -                     
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I ndian-origin former official Ashley Tellis held in the U.S 

                                                                        

 Officials, diplomats, and policy planners in think tanks reacted with shock and disbelief on the 
arrest of Ashley Tellis, an Indian-origin former U.S. government official, who has been 
charged by the U.S. Department of Justice with being in possession of secret defence 
documents and accessing sensitive information on military hardware. 

           ,           औ                                                         आ    औ  

disbelief        ,                                                 औ                  

                                     औ                                               
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 He had been under surveillance over meetings with Chinese officials for at least three years. 

                                                                             

 Mr. Tellis, 64, is a well-known figure and public speaker in foreign policy circles, and knew 
most officials handling the India-U.S. relationship in Delhi and Washington over the past 
decades, since his tenure as Special Assistant to the former U.S. Ambassador to India 
Robert Blackwill (2000-2003). 

         , 64,                     ए           औ                 , औ                      

औ                  -                                                              ,            

                            (2000-2003)                    

 The news was particularly surprising for officials of the Ministry of External Affairs, given 
how Mr. Tellis had what one former official called ―extraordinary access‖ to all levels of 
foreign policy, defence, and national security structures in Delhi. 

                                                    ए                ,                       

                              ,     औ                           ―            ‖     

 ―Ashley was among the few foreigners who had an equally good equation with both [the late 
former] Prime Minister Manmohan Singh and Prime Minister Narendra Modi,‖ a former 
official, who called Mr. Tellis a ―highly regarded scholar‖, said. 

 ―ए                                                   [ .     ]                      औ  

                                  ,‖ ए                     ,                     ―          

     ‖        

 Over the weekend, Mr. Tellis was arrested for the ―unlawful retention of national defense 
information, in violation of 18 U.S.C. § 793(e)‖, a law pertaining to ―gathering, transmitting 
or losing national security information, documents, codes, etc.‖, a statement issued by 
the U.S. Attorney‘s office in Virginia said on Wednesday, adding that a Federal district 
judge would determine his sentencing if he was convicted, with up to 10 years in prison or 
fines. 

           ,             ―                                   , 18 U.S.C. § 793(e)         ‖ 

     ए                ,          ―                    ,       ,     आ              , 

                  ‖              ,                                                          

   , औ                     ए  ए                                                ,       10 

                                  

FBI affidavit 

 FBI         

 The 10-page affidavit filed by Intelligence Analyst and Federal Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI) Special Agent Jeffery Scott on October 13 said Mr. Tellis was taken into custody on 
October 11, following seizures at his residence in the town of Vienna, Virginia, based on a 
special warrant. 

 10                 ,                     औ  FBI                           13          

             ,                           11                           ,                    

                                               

 ―Investigators located over a thousand pages of paper documents with classification 
markings at the TOP SECRET and/or SECRET levels at various locations within the 
house,‖ the affidavit said, adding Mr. Tellis had cooperated in directing investigators, 
providing keys, and unlocking his computer. 

 ―                                   TOP SECRET औ /   SECRET                         

                         ए,‖                   , औ                                    

             ,                  , औ                                           

 The Hindu spoke to a number of experts, some of whom referred to Mr. Tellis as a ―close 
friend‖, and expressed surprise over the preliminary findings of a cache of classified 
documents at his home outside Washington D.C. 

 The Hindu                            ,                             ―          ‖    , औ  

           .  .                                                                    

 Allegations that he had been in touch with Chinese officials, including a meeting on 
September 15, 2022, where he is alleged to have carried documents in a ―manila 
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envelope‖, and received a ―red gift bag‖ from the officials have been met with particular 
comment, as Mr. Tellis has in articles and speeches argued for better India-U.S. relations in 
order to contain and manage the challenge from China. 

                                             ,       15        2022                 ,      

                  ―            ‖                   औ                ―             ‖     

               ,                        ,                              औ                -

                                                                        औ                      

 The External Affairs ministry and the U.S. Embassy in Delhi did not comment on the case. 

              औ                                                            
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Delhi HC seeks response on vacancies in National Commission for Minorities 

                                                                      

 The Delhi High Court on Wednesday sought a response from the Union government on 
long-pending vacancies in the National Commission for Minorities (NCM). 

                                                                    (NCM)             

                                

 A Division Bench of Chief Justice Devendra Kumar Upadhyaya and Justice Tushar Rao 
Gedela, while hearing a PIL plea filed by Mujahid Nafees, who claimed to be the convener 
of the Minority Coordination Committee working on the welfare of minorities across India, 
pointed out that the commission cannot remain headless for so long. 

                                औ                                        ,         

                 आ                  ए,                                              

            ,                                           ,                             

                                       

 Granting time to the Central government‘s counsel to obtain instructions in the matter, the 
court said the petition was raising a very important issue. 

                                                       ए,                       ए         

                         

 ―Do not wait for the next date of hearing. Please ensure that things start moving,‖ the court 
said. 

 ―                                                                     ,‖              

 The petition stated that the posts of chairperson, vice-chairperson and members of the 
NCM have been vacant since April, the month Iqbal Singh Lalpura completed his term as 
chairman. 

                      NCM       ,       औ                            ,          

                                                     

 The National Commission for Minorities, which works under the Ministry of Minority 
Affairs and has quasi-judicial powers, should have seven members, including the 
Chairperson, and the Vice-Chairperson. 

                           ,                                               औ        

   -               ,                     ए,           औ                  

 The National Commission of Minorities Act, 1992 mandates the appointment of one 
member from each of the six minority communities — Muslim, Christian, Sikh, 
Buddhist, Parsi, and Jain. 

                             , 1992                    —      ,     ,    , 

   ,       औ      —               ए                                    

 ―There is a complete and systematic incapacitation of the National Commission for 
Minorities due to the Centre‘s failure to appoint its head and members,‖ the plea states. 

                  , ―                                                          औ  

                            ‖ 

 The petition added that the government‘s inaction is further aggravated by the fact that it is 
in direct contravention of the spirit and letter of a prior order from the High Court where 
it had expressed its dissatisfaction with such delays. 

                                             औ                                        

आ             औ                        ,                                                
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Refugees, Infiltrators 

       ,          

 India needs a refugee policy document that is non-
discriminatory. 

         ए                                     

                

 Union Home Minister Amit Shah has rightly stressed 
the need to make a distinction between refugees and 
infiltrators. 

                                                 औ  

                                                      

 Though valid, the problem lies in the application of 
objective parameters by those in power to make a 
distinction. 

                  ,                                      

                                               

 Even where proper policy and a legal framework 
exist, issues may arise. 

                औ                       ,                    

            

 Also at play is the level of official understanding. 

                                                           

 India is not a signatory to the 1951 UN Convention 
on the Status of Refugees and the 1967 Protocol. 

      1951                   UN       औ  1967 

                        

 There is no comprehensive single law defining who 
a refugee is, leaving scope for arbitrary action. 

                                                         

      ,                                            

 Till the end of March 2025, apart from the 
Citizenship Act 1955 and the Passports Act 1967, three 
laws (the Foreigners Act, 1946, the Registration of 
Foreigners Act, 1939, and the Passport (Entry into India) 
Act, 1920) were applied to deal with foreign nationals, 
including refuge seekers. 

      2025          ,                  1955 औ          

        1967                    (              , 1946, 

                            , 1939, औ          (        

    )        , 1920)                ,                 

        ,      ए          

 From April, the Immigration and Foreigners Act 
replaced the three pre-Independence laws and subsumed 
the Immigration (Carriers‘ Liability) Act, 2000. 

        , आ      औ                                    

                         औ  आ      (                   ) 

       , 2000                

 While this streamlined the legal framework, the 
absence of a refugee policy document has led to different 
yardsticks for the refugee community in India. 

                                    ,                    

                                          ए    -    

              ए  
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 There was a rehabilitation policy in 2014 for about 63,000 Tibetan refugees, but no such 
document exists for nearly 90,000 Sri Lankan Tamils. 

      63,000                       ए 2014                   ,            90,000         

            ए                         

 At the end of June 2023, the population of refugees or persons of concern in India was 
over 2.11 lakh (also counting those from Myanmar, Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Africa, and 
West Asia). 

     2023          ,                                              2.11                (      

      ,          ,         ,       औ                                        )  

 Any undocumented or overstaying refugee is regarded as an illegal migrant (Citizenship 
Act) and can also be called an infiltrator. 

                                                           (                ) 

             औ                                   

 Thus, genuine and harmless refugees risk facing harassment. 

        ,     औ                                                         

 The Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2019 was aimed at providing citizenship to six 
religious minorities from Bangladesh, Pakistan, and Afghanistan, but it drew sharp 
criticism for discriminating on religion and excluding Muslims, Sri Lankan Tamils, and 
Rohingya. 

          (      )        , 2019                 ,         औ                  

                                        ,                  आ              औ  

       ,                औ                                                             

 In a notification last month, undocumented or overstaying Tamil refugees, who have 
registered with authorities, were granted exemption from penal provisions of the 
Immigration and Foreigners Act, provided they entered India on or before January 9, 2015. 

             ए          ,                                                    औ  

                                          ,     आ      औ                           

                     ,             9      , 2015                          

 Other groups have also been covered, but there is no change regarding the recent trend of 
religion-based exclusions. 

                                ,           आ                                         

            

 There is nothing fundamentally wrong with discreet humanitarian relief to refugees, but it 
must be backed by consistent, rational, and fair treatment for all. 

                 ए                                                 ,                    ए 

      ,         औ                                    ए  
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The future of the IMEC 

 IMEC         

India‘s Efforts to Diversify Economic Interactions 

         आ                                  

 The recent trade friction with the U.S. has prompted India to intensify its efforts to further 
diversify its economic interactions with various countries worldwide. 

                                                                                 आ     

         औ                                         ए                

 While India has signed an agreement with the U.K., it is also negotiating a similar agreement 
with the EU. 

           .  .        ए                    ए   ,         EU        ए                 

                     

 In addition to such compacts, India should also proactively develop frameworks such as the 
India–Middle East–Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC). 

                     ,                        –        –      आ             (IMEC) 

                           ए  

 The IMEC visualises the upgradation of maritime connectivity between India and the 
Arabian Peninsula, as well as high-speed trains running from the ports in the UAE to the 
Haifa port in Israel through Saudi Arabia and Jordan. 
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 IMEC      औ                                                         ,        UAE    

                                                                      ,             औ  

                       

 The goods transported on these networks would be shipped to and from European 
countries. 

                                                 औ                 ए    

 Additionally, the IMEC seeks to build a clean hydrogen pipeline, an electricity cable, a 
high-speed undersea digital cable and consolidate existing infrastructure such as ports. 

            , IMEC ए                       , ए            , ए                 

                  औ                                                                 

Historical Background 

                  

 In 2023, the geopolitical context was favourable for the operationalisation of the IMEC. 

 2023   , IMEC                   ए   -                          

 The Abraham Accords had generated considerable optimism that peace would prevail in 
West Asia, with Israel and Arab countries working to build a stable relationship. 

                                                                         , औ        

औ          ए                       ए                

 Consequently, proposals were made to build railway lines for regional peace, connecting 
the Israeli port of Haifa with the Jordanian railway network, which would be linked to other 
ports in the Gulf region. 

          ,                  ए                          ,                              

                            ,                                           

 Furthermore, there was significant improvement in India‘s relations with Arab countries, 
particularly with the UAE and Saudi Arabia. 

           ,                                                 UAE औ                  

                  

 India‘s relations with the U.S. were also on an upward trajectory. 

                                         ए     

 Such convergences facilitated the emergence of the India, Israel, UAE, and U.S. (I2U2) 
framework. 

                 ,      , UAE औ          (I2U2)                           

 These geopolitical developments created a favourable environment for the launch of the 
IMEC on the sidelines of the G-20 Summit in Delhi, with various leaders of the EU, France, 
Germany, Italy, Saudi Arabia etc. endorsing the initiative. 

      -                    G-20           ,               IMEC               ए        

             , औ  EU,     ,      ,     ,                                           

            

 However, within a few weeks of the launch of the IMEC, the security situation in West Asia 
deteriorated significantly. 

        , IMEC                           ,                                           

 The October 7 Hamas attacks, followed by Israel‘s military actions, contributed to the 
deterioration in the relationship between Israel and other countries in the region. 

 7                      ,                                           औ                  

                                          

 These developments have raised questions about the feasibility of the IMEC. 

               IMEC                        ए     

Mediterranean Concerns 

                    

 Climate change has now opened new transport routes through the Arctic, with the 
principal beneficiaries being countries such as the U.S., Russia, China, and other northern 
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European nations. 

                      आ                                      ए   ,                      

       ,   ,     औ                            

 It is now possible to transport more goods through the Arctic, significantly reducing 
transportation time and associated costs. 

                                               ,                  औ                  

             ए    

 Consequently, there is an expectation that port cities near the Arctic will emerge as new 
commercial centres. 

          ,                          आ                           ए                

              

 Among IMEC‘s European signatories, France has both the Mediterranean and Atlantic 
coastlines, while Italy has only the Mediterranean coast. 

 IMEC                          ,                        औ                          , 

                                        

 There is significant concern about the implications of an Arctic trade route on Italy‘s 
economy. 

 आ                                                                   

 Italy and other Mediterranean countries view the IMEC as a vital platform to preserve their 
influence in maritime trade. 

      औ                    IMEC                                               ए ए  

                      

 Mediterranean countries maintain that holding a strong position in global trade requires new 
thinking, new partners, and scaling up economic engagement with leading economies. 

                                                         ए           ए       ,            

औ                        आ                          

 India, with its four trillion-plus economy and sustained high growth, is seen as a viable 
partner to meet future challenges. 

     ,                                      औ                ,                      

                  ए ए                                

 Currently, it is still uncertain whether the Arctic route confers any unique advantages to India 
in terms of reduced transportation costs. 

                                  आ                                                  

                                

 Therefore, for India, accessing European markets through the Mediterranean route will 
continue to be important. 

     ए,           ए                                                                         

 Given higher per capita income, technological advancements, and educational 
progress, Europe will continue to retain its trade significance for India. 

            आ ,             औ                      ,                 ए      

               ए        

 With trade over $136 billion, the EU is the largest trade partner of India. 

 $136                            , EU                                      

 India and European countries need to scale up connectivity corridors and logistics 
networks to build resilient supply chains between the two. 

      औ                                      आ                          ए               औ  

                                   

The Importance of the IMEC 

 IMEC        

 Recent geopolitical developments have demonstrated that the security of sea lanes is 
unpredictable. 

          -                                                               
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 The Houthi disruption in the Red Sea trade has prompted considerable trade to go around 
the Cape of Good Hope in South Africa, increasing the time and costs of transportation. 

                                                                                       

          ए           ,                     औ              

 It is also still too early to determine if the recent Gaza peace plan will hold in the long run. 

                                                                                          

 Therefore, it is essential to find new routes to amplify economic relations between India, 
West Asia, and Europe. 

     ए,     ,           , औ               आ                           ए               

         

 Since the IMEC is a multi-member initiative, it gives considerable space for innovative 
approaches to adapt to changing geopolitical dynamics, which India and Arab countries 
should leverage. 

       IMEC ए    -          ,      -                                               

            ए                        ,                औ                         ए  

 In addition to the proposed routes in IMEC, there is a need to explore the possibility of 
engaging other commercial centres and ports in Saudi Arabia and Egypt. 

 IMEC                        ,          औ                          औ               

                                                 

 Robust economic interactions between India and the Arab countries will also nullify 
Pakistan‘s attempt to build an alliance-like relationship in the region. 

      औ                         आ                                                        

                         

 While focusing on the security challenges of IMEC, it is critical not to lose sight of economic 
opportunities that can be derived from India-Europe interactions. 

 IMEC                                         ,                      -                       

     आ                                 ए  

 India and Europe should act as bookends by pooling their resources to promote 
prosperity in the IMEC region. 

      औ                                   IMEC                         ए                   

              ए  
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Why is the fiscal architecture of municipalities flawed? 

                                         (flawed)   ? 

The Story So Far 

                

 Urban India generates nearly two-thirds of the national GDP, yet its municipalities 
control less than one per cent of the country‘s tax revenue. 

                       GDP      -                 ,                                

   आ                                     

 Indian cities are not generating revenue, not because they are inefficient, but because the 
fiscal architecture has failed them. 

                                   ,                                     ,         ए    

                                    

 Today, municipal finance is dependent on intergovernmental transfers, loans, and 
schemes. 

   ,                                 , ऋ , औ                       

 The core of the problem lies in the centralisation of taxation powers. 

                                               

How did cities lose its tax revenues? 

                  आ          ? 

 After the introduction of the Goods and Services Tax (GST), Indian cities lost nearly 19% of 
their own revenue sources. 

     औ          (GST)                ,                           19% आ           ए  

 Octroi, entry tax, and local surcharges — the traditional lifelines of municipal budgets — 
were subsumed into the GST framework. 

      ,        , औ                —                                   ए  —    GST 

                            

 Promised compensatory mechanisms have largely bypassed the municipal level, 
deepening cities‘ dependence on State and Central grants. 

https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS


                 Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticIAS 

                      YouTube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS 

                                                        Contact: 9971932488 

  

P
ag

e3
5

 

        ए  ए                                            ए,                    औ        

                           

 Therefore, municipalities lack both fiscal autonomy and predictable revenue streams. 

     ए,                                    औ                                          

 The result is a peculiar inversion of democracy — where power is centralised and 
responsibility decentralised. 

                       ए                 —                     औ                      

 Cities are expected to deliver solid waste management, affordable housing, climate 
resilience, and digital infrastructure, but without the resources to fund such services. 

                                                ,     आ   ,               , औ  

                        ,              ए                   

What about municipal bonds? 

                            ? 

 Every major policy pronouncement — from NITI Aayog‘s urban strategy to the latest 
reform-linked incentive grant — promotes bonds as the new frontier of local finance. 

                    —      आ                                       -              

          —                      ए                             

 However, the credibility of Indian municipal bonds remains abysmally low. 

        ,                                                      

 It is not merely that cities are unable to generate capital to back their bonds; it is that the very 
framework of assessing credibility is skewed. 

                                                 ए                           ;           

                                                

 A city‘s creditworthiness is often judged narrowly by its ―own revenue‖ performance — 
property taxes, user charges, and fees — while completely discounting the regular flow of 
grants and transfers from higher levels of government. 

                                       ―           ‖       —         ,           

   , औ      —                ,             औ                                        

                       

 This is not just an accounting error; it is an ideological one. 

                             ;    ए                   

 When the RBI or credit rating agencies discount grants as ―non-recurring income,‖ they 
perpetuate the myth that cities survive on charity. 

    RBI                                    ―   -           ‖                        ,          

                                           

 In truth, these grants are legitimate entitlements, part of a redistributive compact 
enshrined in the Constitution. 

        ,                        ,                                                  

 The 74th Amendment did not conceive of cities as beggars before the State or the Union, 
but as equal tiers of governance entitled to a share of the tax pool. 

 74                                                                  ,                     

     ,                                         

 Institutions like the World Bank and Asian Development Bank have long argued that cities 
should become self-reliant by focusing on property tax collection and user fees. 

         औ                                                                              

    ए,               औ                                   

 While property tax reform is important, this narrow prescription is inadequate and unjust. 

                               ,                       औ               

 It is inadequate because property tax typically accounts for only 20-25% of a city‘s total 
revenue potential, and is often politically and administratively constrained. 

                                                                   20-25%          

  , औ               औ                               
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 It is unjust because it shifts the burden of urban financing disproportionately onto residents, 
especially in lower-income settlements already struggling with poor services. 

                                                                              ,         

   -आ                ,                                       

 The obsession with ―user pays‖ logic converts public goods into private commodities. 

 ―                ‖                                                              

 Clean water, sanitation, public lighting, and mobility — these are not marketable 
products but collective entitlements. 

         ,     ,              , औ           —                            

                   

What is the way ahead? 

 आ                ? 

 India must democratise the fiscal contract. 

                                               ए  

 In Scandinavian countries, where cities enjoy strong fiscal health, the local tax base is not 
an afterthought — it is the foundation of the welfare state. 

                     ,                                            ,          आ    ए  

                  —                             

 Municipalities in Denmark, Sweden, and Norway have the right to levy and collect income 
taxes directly, ensuring a transparent and accountable relationship between citizens and 
local governments. 

        ,     , औ                             आ          औ                        , 

               औ                              औ                                 

 This decentralised model has produced both efficiency and equity: citizens can see where 
their money goes, and cities have the flexibility to plan for the long term. 

                                   औ                   :                                 

            , औ               **               **                      

 Most importantly, transfers from higher levels of government are treated as part of a shared 
fiscal ecosystem, not as discretionary favours. 

             ,                                                                        

       ,                             

 India can learn from this. 

                        

 What is needed is a reimagined model of fiscal federalism, where municipalities have 
predictable, adequate, and untied revenues — both from their own sources and from 
constitutionally mandated transfers. 

           ए                                  ,                                   , 

     , औ                 —                   औ                                        

 For municipal bonds to become credible instruments, the first step is to recognise grants 
and shared taxes as legitimate components of city income. 

                                           ए,                          औ          

          आ                                 ए  

 Second, the rating system must account for the governance capacity of a city — 
transparency, audit compliance, citizen participation — rather than solely relying on 
financial metrics. 

      ,                                 —          ,             ,                 

—                 ए,                                         

 Third, cities should be empowered to earmark a portion of their GST compensation or State 
share as collateral for municipal borrowing. 

      ,               GST   आ                   ए                            ए       

                                          ए  
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 Such reforms would restore the principle of cooperative federalism that the Constitution 
envisaged. 

                                                     ,                             

 India‘s urban future depends on fiscal justice. 

                                                  

 Municipal finance must be seen not as a bookkeeping exercise but as a moral and political 
question. 

                                                 ,           औ                    

                 ए  

 The grants that flow to cities are not gifts; they are part of a social contract. 

                                       ;    ए                             

 The revenues that cities generate are not charity; they are a right. 

                                           ;    ए             

 True reform will begin only when India accepts that cities are not cost centres — they are 
the foundation of national prosperity. 

                                                                       —                 

            

 

China files WTO complaint on India's 
EV, battery subsidies 

                    औ              

                           

 China has filed a complaint against 
India in the World Trade Organization (WTO) 
over New Delhi‘s subsidies for electric 
vehicles (EVs) and batteries. 

                                      

(WTO)                    ,                    

             (EV) औ             ए         

                               

 Commerce Secretary Rajesh 
Agrawal said that the Ministry will look into the 
detailed submissions made by China. 

                                         

           ए  ए                                

Similar applications 

      आ     

 Confirming the move, an official said 
that China had also filed similar applications 
against Turkiye, Canada, and the EU. 

                      ए, ए                    

           ,       औ                       

             ए     

 ―They have sought consultations with 
India,‖ the official said. 

 ―                                  ,‖            

     

 Seeking consultation is the first step 
of the dispute settlement process as per 
WTO rules. 
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                                                ,                              

 If the consultations requested with India do not result in a satisfactory solution, the EU can 
request the WTO set up a panel in the case to rule on the issue raised. 

                        ए                                         ,        WTO              

                    ए                   ए औ     ए  ए                      ए  

 China is the second-largest trading partner of India. 

                                             

 In the last fiscal, India‘s exports to China contracted 14.5% to $14.25 billion against $16.66 
billion in 2023-24. 

                   ,                       14.5%      $14.25              ,      2023-

24       $16.66            

 The imports, however, rose by 11.52% in 2024-25 to $113.45 billion against $101.73 billion 
in 2023-24. 

        , आ    2024-25    11.52%      $113.45              ,      2023-24       

$101.73            

 India‘s trade deficit with China had widened to $99.2 billion during the year 2024-25. 

 2024-25                                  $99.2                   

 

Sri Lanka PM Amarasuriya to 
arrive in New Delhi today 

                                

आ                  

 Sri Lanka‘s Prime Minister Harini 
Amarasuriya will arrive in New Delhi on 
Thursday for events and high-level 
meetings with Indian leaders and business 
community representatives, on the heels 
of her visit to Beijing, where she attended 
the ‗Global Leaders‘ Meeting on Women 
2025‘. 

                                      

                         ,                

       औ                                

      -           औ                      , 

                          ,             

‗Global Leaders‘ Meeting on Women 

2025‘              

 During her three-day visit to India, 
her first since assuming charge as Premier 
last year, Ms. Amarasuriya is scheduled to 
meet with Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 
and External Affairs Minister S. 
Jaishankar, who is scheduled to call on her 
on Thursday, according to official sources in 
New Delhi. 

         -                         ,    

                                             

                        ,                  

                      औ               . 

                              ,              

                  ,                           
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 The visiting Sri Lankan leader will also interact with representatives of business chambers 
and industry bodies, officials said, as India and Sri Lanka seek to enhance partnership in 
trade, investment, and development cooperation. 

                                  औ                                               , 

                 ,            औ              ,       औ                                

          

 Mr. Modi was in Sri Lanka in April 2025 and said he was ―grateful‖ for President Anura 
Kumara Dissanayake‘s ―sensitivity towards Indian interests‖. 

              2025                 औ                                                     

                                     ए ―     ‖     

 Mr. Dissanayake, the leftist leader who was elected to the country‘s top office in a 
watershed election in 2024, and his government have vowed to pursue a neutral foreign 
policy, including with India and China, both key partners for the island nation. 

             ,                    औ  2024                                         ए       ए, 

औ                                                      ,            औ                  

  ,                                    

 On Tuesday, Ms. Amarasuriya met Chinese President Xi Jinping at the Great Hall of the 
People in Beijing. 

           ,                                                                               

            

 ―Our discussion focused on strengthening bilateral cooperation, advancing development 
partnerships under the Belt and Road Initiative, and deepening collaboration across 
multiple sectors,‖ she said in a social media post following the meeting. 

 ―                                         ,                                          

आ        , औ                                      ,‖                                       

     

 A statement from the Chinese Foreign Ministry described China and Sri Lanka as ―fellow 
travellers‖ and said ―China always regards Sri Lanka as a priority in its neighbourhood 
diplomacy‖. 

                      ए              औ            ―            ‖                     औ      

   ―                                                          ‖ 

 Further, Mr. Xi, in his meeting with Ms. Amarasuriya, said China stands ready to work 
with Sri Lanka on high-quality Belt and Road cooperation, expand cooperation in port 
economy, modern agriculture, digital economy, green economy, tourism, and other 
areas to boost Sri Lanka‘s economic and social development. 

           ,                                                                              

                      ,                , आ          ,               ,      

       ,       औ                                         ,                आ     औ  

                                    

 The two sides agreed to strengthen security cooperation, according to the statement. 

               ,                                                      

 Ms. Amarasuriya‘s engagements in New Delhi also include a felicitation event at Hindu 
College 

                                                         ,                   ए       

                  ,                                                              

 An anthropologist by training, she was a prominent voice in Sri Lankan academia, teaching 
at the Open University of Sri Lanka, before joining active politics. 

          ए             ,                                ए               ,             

                                                                 

 Her research in areas including mental health, gender, labour, and involvement as an 
activist in campaigns for higher state spending on public education drew attention. 

                       ,     ,               औ                                    

  ए                                           

 Prior to her entry into active politics in 2020, when the National People‘s Power nominated 
her to Parliament, Ms. Amarasuriya served as a member of the Public Representations 
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Committee on Constitutional Reforms in Sri Lanka, a Cabinet-appointed mechanism 
tasked with the first country-wide public consultations on constitutional reform. 

                                   2020   ,                                     ए          

    ,                                                                                   

                ,    ए         -                                                           

                             

 

 

 

 

 Indonesia to buy 42 fighter jets from China in first non-Western aircraft 
purchase deal 

                   42                    ,         -                     

       

 Indonesia‘s top defence official said on Wednesday that Jakarta will acquire at least 42 
Chinese-made Chengdu J-10C fighter jets, marking the country's first non-Western 
aircraft purchase deal. 

                                                                    42                   J-

10C                    ,                   -                                  

 Defence Minister Sjafrie Sjamsoeddin told reporters in the capital, Jakarta, that Indonesia 
would soon buy fighter jets from China as part of a plan to modernise its military. 

                                                                                           

                                                                      

 Analysts said the deal could touch regional sensitivities and have geopolitical 
implications. 

                                                                औ         -         

                 

 ―They will be flying over Jakarta soon,‖ Mr. Sjamsoeddin said. He declined to provide further 
details of the purchase. 

 ―                   ऊ        ,‖         ए                                   औ             

                       

 The plan to buy the J-10s was first disclosed last month by Defence Ministry spokesperson 
Brig. Gen. Frega Wenas. 
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 J-10                                                                               

                      

 Local media had reported that the Indonesian Air Force was still reviewing the Chinese-
made fighter jets to ensure their acquisition would effectively strengthen Indonesia's air 
defense capabilities. 

                                                                                             

                                                                                       

                   

 Finance Minister Purbaya Yudhi Sadewa on Wednesday confirmed that his Ministry had 
approved a Budget for the purchase of the aircraft from China that reached more than $9 
billion. 

                                                                                               

  ए $9                                      
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SC allows sale of green fireworks in Delhi 

                                                       

 The Supreme Court on Wednesday relaxed the blanket ban on firecrackers in Delhi and 
the National Capital Region (NCR) and allowed the sale of green fireworks approved by 
the National Environmental Engineering Research Institute (NEERI) and the Petroleum 
and Explosives Safety Organisation (PESO) from October 18 to 20. 

                              औ                     (    आ )                             

           ए                                          (    ) औ                       

            (    )                                  18          20                     

 A Bench of Chief Justice of India B.R. Gavai and Justice K. Vinod Chandran restricted 
their use to October 19 and 20, between 6 a.m. and 7 a.m., and 8 p.m. and 10 p.m. 

                       .आ .     औ             .                                    19 

औ  20                    ,         6    7     औ      8    10                              

 The Bench described the relaxation as a ―test case‖ to examine whether a carefully 
regulated framework could coexist with efforts to mitigate air pollution. 

                     ए  ―           ‖                                 ए               

                                                        -                    

 It stressed that the measure was temporary and directed the Central Pollution Control 
Board (CPCB) and respective State Pollution Control Boards to monitor air and water 
quality from October 14 to 25 and submit a report detailing the daily Air Quality Index 
(AQI). 

                                       औ                          (        )             

                                          14          25               औ            

               औ                            (AQI)                     

 ―We have to take a balanced approach, taking into account the conflicting interests and 
permitting in moderation, while not compromising the environmental concerns arising,‖ the 
Bench observed. 

 ―                                       ए                                       ए          

                  ,‖             

 It noted that a complete prohibition during the festive season had been counterproductive, 
resulting in smuggling and use of conventional fireworks that were far more harmful than 
the green variants developed in recent years. 
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                                                              ,                          

     औ              ,                                                                  

 Referring to its 2018 judgment in Arjun Gopal v. Union of India, which first introduced the 
concept of green fireworks, the court observed that over the years, such fireworks had led to 
a significant reduction in emissions. 

      2018                                                  ए,                     

                             ,                                                           

       

 The court said that the Delhi government‘s order of October 14, 2024, imposing a year-
long ban on the manufacture, sale, and use of fireworks, which was later extended across 
the NCR, merited reconsideration in light of cleaner and less harmful alternatives. 

                               14       2024    आ   ,                       ,      औ  

                                  औ                 आ              ,       औ     

                                             

 It also took note of the Haryana government‘s concern that 14 of its 22 districts fall within 
the NCR, effectively bringing ―almost 70 per cent of the State‖ under the ban. 

                                                                   22       14          आ  

                  ,              ―     70           ‖                          

 Similar pleas were also made on behalf of Uttar Pradesh and Rajasthan. 

                           औ                             

 Acknowledging the deleterious effect of granting the fireworks industry a free hand, the 
Bench laid down a detailed regulatory framework to ensure that the relaxation did not 
compromise environmental safety. 

                                                             ए,        ए               

                                                                 

 ―Fireworks shall be sold only through licensed traders and must be manufactured by 
entities registered with NEERI and holding a valid licence from PESO,‖ the court directed. 

                    , ―                                                         औ       

                            औ                                            ए   ‖ 

 The court also prohibited e-commerce platforms such as Flipkart and Amazon from 
facilitating online sales. 

                  औ              -                                                  

      

 ―However, now the situation is different. Both the Government of NCTD and the 
Government of India themselves are seeking relaxation of the said ban at least during the 
festive periods,‖ the court recorded. 

 ―       ,                            औ                                             

                                  ,‖                    

 It also took note of submissions by advocate Uttara Babbar that there was no ―substantial 
difference‖ in AQI levels between 2018, when green fireworks were introduced, and 2024, 
when the blanket ban was imposed. 

                                                    ,                2018 (             

      ए  ए   ) औ  2024 (                           )        AQI             ―            ‖ 

         

 ―It has been fairly stated that there is not much difference, except during the COVID period 
when the AQI had drastically come down,‖ the court said. 

             , ―                                               ,    AQI                

     ,                        ‖ 

States seek relaxation 

                          

 The court noted that Solicitor-General Tushar Mehta, appearing for the Centre and NCR 
States, had made a ―fervent plea‖ to lift the ban during Deepavali and other major festivals, 
including Christmas and New Year‘s Eve. 

https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS


                 Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticIAS 

                      YouTube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS 

                                                        Contact: 9971932488 

  

P
ag

e4
5

 

                          औ      आ                      ए                              

      ,       औ                                                                 ―      

    ‖     

 Mr. Mehta had earlier submitted a detailed enforcement plan restricting sales to licensed 
traders and prohibiting e-commerce platforms from the manufacture, sale, and use of 
fireworks. 

                  ए                                 ,                       ,      औ  

                                            औ   -                                   

    

 difference in AQI levels between 2018, when green fireworks were introduced, and 2024, 
when the blanket ban was imposed. ―It has been fairly stated that there is not much 
difference, except during the COVID period when the AQI had drastically come down,‖ the 
court said. 

 2018                       ए  ए    औ  2024                               ,          AQI 

                                          , ―                                          

         AQI                     ,                        ‖ 

 The court noted that Solicitor-General Tushar Mehta, appearing for the Centre and NCR 
States, had made a ―fervent plea‖ to lift the ban during Deepavali and other major festivals, 
including Christmas and New Year‘s Eve. 

                          औ      आ                      ए                              

      ,       औ                                                                 ―      

    ‖        

 Mr. Mehta had earlier submitted a detailed enforcement plan restricting sales to licensed 
traders and prohibiting e-commerce platforms such as Flipkart and Amazon from 
facilitating online sales. 

                  ए                                                                

                        औ                          -                             

                     

 ―However, now the situation is different. Both the Government of NCTD and the 
Government of India themselves are seeking relaxation of the said ban at least during the 
festive periods,‖ the court recorded. 

 ―                                   (        ) औ                                  

                                             ,‖                    

 It also took note of submissions by advocate Uttara Babbar that there was no ―substantial 
difference‖ in AQI levels between 2018, when green fireworks were introduced, and 2024, 
when the blanket ban was imposed. 

                                                    ,                2018 (             

      ए  ए   ) औ  2024 (                           )        AQI             ―            ‖ 

         

 ―It has been fairly stated that there is not much difference, except during the COVID period 
when the AQI had drastically come down,‖ the court said. 

             , ―                                               ,    AQI                

     ,                        ‖ 

 The court noted that Solicitor-General Tushar Mehta, appearing for the Centre and NCR 
States, had made a ―fervent plea‖ to lift the ban during Deepavali and other major festivals, 
including Christmas and New Year‘s Eve. 

                          औ      आ                      ए                              

      ,       औ                                                                 ―      

    ‖        

 It also took note of the Haryana government‘s concern that 14 of its 22 districts fall within 
the NCR, effectively bringing ―almost 70 per cent of the State‖ under the ban. Similar pleas 
were also made on behalf of Uttar Pradesh and Rajasthan. 

                                                                   22       14          आ  

                  ,              ―     70           ‖                                     

               औ                             
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 Acknowledging the deleterious effect of granting the fireworks industry a free hand, the 
Bench laid down a detailed regulatory framework to ensure that the relaxation did not 
compromise environmental safety. 

                                                             ए,        ए               

                                                               

 ―Fireworks shall be sold only through licensed traders and must be manufactured by 
entities registered with NEERI and holding a valid licence from PESO,‖ the court directed. 

                    , ―                                                         औ       

                            औ                                            ए   ‖ 

 

Trade deficit widens 93% in 
Sept. as services slump 

                            

              93%     

 India‘s trade deficit grew 
93% in September due to imports 
outpacing exports during the 
month. However, the data shows 
that for the first half of the financial 
year — April to September 2025, 
the trade deficit shrank by 2.3%. 

                              93% 

                      आ    

                           ,        

                            2025 

(              )                  

           2.3%      

 Data released by the 
Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry on Wednesday showed 
that India‘s total exports stood at 
$67.2 billion in September 2025, 
up 0.8% over September 2024. 

                 औ       

                                   

          2025                

       $67.2        ,           

2024             0.8%          

 Total imports, on the 
other hand, grew 11.3% to $83.8 
billion over the same period. 

          आ                11.3% 

     $83.8             

 As a result, the trade 
deficit in September nearly 
doubled to $16.6 billion, compared 
to $8.6 billion in September 2024. 

               ,           

                            

$16.6           ,             

2024       $8.6         

Goods exports grow 
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 Notably, the relatively poor performance of the export sector was due to lower exports of 
services and not goods. 

                                                                                         

              

 India‘s goods exports grew 6.7% to $36.4 billion in September 2025 despite that being the 
first full month of 50% tariffs imposed by the U.S. on imports from India. 

        2025                       6.7%      $36.4           ,                          

                              50%               

 Services, which have so far bolstered India‘s export performance, saw exports shrinking 
5.5% in September 2025 to $30.8 billion. 

                                                                       2025    5.5%      

$30.8             

 However, while the data shows that India‘s exports to the U.S. are indeed 13.4% higher in 
the cumulative April-September 2025 period than in the same period last year, they have 
been declining steadily over the last few months. 

                                      -       2025                                      

                              13.4%        ,                                                 

    

 That is, where India‘s exports to the U.S. stood at $8.8 billion in May 2025, they were 
valued at $5.5 billion in September 2025. 

       ,    2025                              $8.8       ,           2025         $5.5     

        

 ―It is heartening to know that in this turbulence, our merchandise exports have kept up,‖ 
Commerce Secretary Rajesh Agrawal said in a press briefing. 

 ―                                                                         ए       ,‖ 

                          ए                     

 ―That means our industry has been resilient and they have been able to withstand the 
turbulence by retaining their supply chains and business. They might be taking on some of 
the costs on themselves,‖ Mr. Agrawal added. 

 ―                                        औ                     औ              ए 

                                                                    ,‖                   

 Mr. Agrawal also sought to downplay the increase in the trade deficit in September, saying 
that international trade does not always follow the same pattern from year to year. 

                                                         ए                                

ए                              

 ―On a cumulative basis, we are still doing better than last year,‖ he said. 

           , ―          ,                                              ‖ 

 ―That means the part of the exports that are not facing tariffs are growing well, but also the 
part of the exports that do face the tariffs are also growing. The exports have not come 
down.‖ 

 ―                                                                      , औ              

                                                ‖ 

 Looking at the first half of the financial year, the data shows that total exports grew 4.45% 
in the April-September 2025 period to $413.3 billion. 

                                   ए,                              -       2025            

           4.45%      $413.3             

 Total imports grew at a relatively slower 3.55% to $472.8 billion over the same period. 

     आ                                     3.55%      $472.8             

 As a result, the trade deficit during the first half of the financial year shrank by 2.3%. 

               ,                                       2.3%      
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Police destroy nearly 10,000 ganja plants in 
Attappady 

                         10,000                

        

 The police on Tuesday destroyed a large number 
of ganja plants illegally 
cultivated for commercial 
gain deep inside the 
forests of Attappady in 
Kerala. 

                             

                         

                  ए               ए  ए                                     

 They said nearly 10,000 plants, with three months‘ growth, were eradicated from 60 cents 
of land in the Pudur forest area. 

                      10,000      ,                                   ,                    60 

                           

 A joint team comprising the members of the Anti-Terrorist Squad, District Anti Narcotics 
Special Action Force and Pudur police station took part in the raid. 

     -          ,          -                        औ                               

          ए                                    

 They said it was one of the biggest anti-ganja operations by the Kerala Police. 

                                                       -                       ए      
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Three weak cubs shifted from tiger reserve to rescue centre 

                                                                  

 Three tiger cubs, found in an emaciated condition at the Biligiri Ranganathaswamy 
Temple (BRT) Tiger Reserve in Chamarajanagar district, have been rescued by the 
Forest Department, and will be shifted to a wild animals‘ rescue centre in Mysuru, 
Karnataka as their mother has not been found in the vicinity. 

                                            (BRT)                                ए  ए 

                                   , औ              आ                                

                                                  ए    

 On October 13, forest guards sighted two cubs near the Punjanur-Beduguli road during 
regular patrolling. Surmising that the cubs were awaiting their mother, the guards continued 
their patrolling and returned to the same spot after some time. The cubs were still moving 
around and seemed to be disoriented. 

 13                                                -                                       

          ए                                    ,                   ए                 

                                   औ                  

 The guards combed the area looking for signs of the mother in the vicinity, but did not find 
any. Based on the directives of higher officials, camera traps were installed at the area for 
surveillance and monitoring. 

                                         ए                   ,                               

                                         औ                 ए               ए  ए  

 Despite the efforts, the mother could not be traced. Later, a third cub emerged from the 
thickets during the combing operation. 

                                                      ,                                        

               

 B.S. Sripathi, Deputy Conservator of Forest and Director, BRT Tiger Reserve, said the 
cubs were about a month old and that there was no possibility of their survival in the 
absence of their mother. 

   .  .       ,          औ  BRT                      ,                        

            औ                                                      

 A Standard Technical Guidance and Monitoring Committee was constituted as per the 
norms and the three cubs are being monitored by veterinarians. 

                  ए                       औ                              औ        

                                                  

 Officials said that the cubs will be shifted to the Chamundi Wild Animals Rescue and 
Rehabilitation Centre at Koorgalli on the outskirts of Mysuru. 

                                                                                         

                                          ए    
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Maoist violence restricted to 11 districts, says government 

                    11               ,              

 Only three districts — Bijapur, Sukma, and Narayanpur districts of Chhattisgarh — 
marked as most affected, says the Home Ministry; in 2013, there were 126 districts 
affected by left-wing extremism. 

               —        ,       औ                 (      ) —                         

              ,                  ; 2013   ,                    126                 

 On a day when senior CPI (Maoist) leader Mallojula Venugopal Rao, alias Bhupati, and 60 
other cadres surrendered in Maharashtra, the Union Home Ministry on Wednesday said 
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the number of districts affected by left-wing extremism had come down to 11 from 18 earlier 
this year. 

              CPI (       )                           ,          , औ  60            

                     ,                                                                 

                                       18         11           

 The number of ―most-affected‖ districts has reduced from six to three, with Bijapur, 
Sukma, and Narayanpur districts of Chhattisgarh now falling in the category, the Ministry 
said on Wednesday. 

 ―           ‖                                      ,                 ,       औ  

               (      )                  ,                          

 In 2013, there were 126 affected districts and following continuous operations, the number 
was restricted to 18 in April 2025. 

 2013   , 126                औ                      ,           2025    18             

    

 Since 2021, more than 100 forward-operating bases or camps of security forces have 
been established in affected areas, a majority of them in Chhattisgarh, said a senior 
government official. 

 2021   ,                 100                     आ                                   ए 

 ए   ,                              , ए                              

 Besides Bijapur, Sukma, and Narayanpur, the other affected districts are Dantewada, 
Gariaband, Kanker, and Mohla-Manpur-Ambagarh Chowki in Chhattisgarh, West 
Singhbhum in Jharkhand, Balaghat in Madhya Pradesh, Gadchiroli in Maharashtra, and 
Kandhamal in Odisha. 

        ,       औ                                               ,        ,        औ  

     -      -            (      ),              (      ),         (       ), 

         (       ) औ         (     )  

 Union Home Minister Amit Shah has announced that Maoism will be completely 
eradicated from the country by March 31, 2026. 

                                           31      2026                               

               ए    

 The Ministry said that this year, 312 cadres had been killed, including a CPI (Maoist) 
general secretary and eight other Polit Bureau/Central Committee members; 836 cadres 
have been arrested, and 1,639 have surrendered and joined the mainstream. 

                        , 312             ,       ए  CPI (       )         औ  8    

          /                        ; 836                   , औ  1,639             

                        

 The surrendered cadres include one Polit Bureau member and a Central Committee 
member. 

                                    औ                               

Sustained operations 

               

 The Ministry said that the National Action Plan and Policy, which envisages a multi-
pronged approach, helped in eradicating the influence of left-wing extremism. 

                                    औ      ,      आ                        ,             

                                       

 The policy includes precise intelligence-based and people-friendly counter operations. 

                     आ      औ                                    

 ―These steps were accompanied by swift domination of areas with security vacuum, 
targeting of top leaders as well as overground workers, countering the ideology, rapid 
development of infrastructure and saturation of welfare schemes, choking of finances, 
enhanced coordination between states and centre governments and accelerated 
investigation and prosecution of Maoist related cases,‖ the Ministry said. 

 ―                                              ,             औ                         

      ,                     ,                           औ                  
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     ,            ,     औ                               , औ                  

                    औ                  ,‖                

 Referring to former Prime Minister Manmohan Singh‘s assessment of the Maoist 
insurgency, the Ministry said, ―Once called India‘s biggest internal security challenge by 
the then Prime Minister in 2010, Naxalism is now visibly retreating. Naxals had planned a 
Red Corridor – stretching from Pashupati in Nepal to Tirupati in Andhra Pradesh. In 
2013, 126 districts from different States reported Naxal-related violence; by March 2025, this 
tally had fallen to just 18, with only six classified as most-affected districts.‖ 

                                                                   ए              , ―2010 

                                             आ                             ,        

                                       ए                               –                 

   आ                      2013   ,                126                                    ;      

2025                      18      ,                                            

                ‖ 

 

Aquaculture model of Sundarbans wins 
FAO recognition 

                         FAO    

          

 A model of Sustainable Aquaculture in 
Mangrove Ecosystems (SAIME) developed by the 
Nature Environment and Wildlife Society (NEWS) 
in West Bengal‘s Sundarbans has been conferred 
Global Technical Recognition by the Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United 
Nations. 

                                              

                 (NEWS)                   

                             (SAIME)    

                  औ             (FAO)            

                            

 The recognition was conferred on the non-
governmental organisation on October 15, during 
FAO‘s 80th Anniversary Celebrations and the 
World Food Forum at its headquarters in Rome, 
Italy. 

          15          FAO    80            

       औ                          ,              

             -                            

 The SAIME initiative in the Indian 
Sundarbans exemplifies an ecosystem-based, 
climate-adaptive, and conservation-linked 
livelihood approach, ensuring 5%–30% mangrove 
coverage in aquaculture ponds. 

                   SAIME     ए         -

आ     ,       -      , औ       -        

आ                          ,            

           5%–30%                              

 After a few years of implementation across 
29.84 hectares of farm area by 42 fish farmers, the 
annual average net profit of farmers increased by 
over 100%, owing to a significant reduction in 
production costs. 
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 42                   29.84                                             ,                   

औ           100%               ,                                              

 Farmers practising sustainable aquaculture at Chaital in North 24 Parganas and 
Madhabpur in South 24 Parganas districts use mangrove litter as fodder for the input-
intensive monoculture of Black Tiger Shrimp (Penaeus monodon). 

     24               औ       24                                                     

                 (Penaeus monodon)         -                  ए               

                             

 ―This climate-adaptive model enhances coastal resilience, supports sustainable 
livelihoods, promotes chemical-free shrimp farming, and aids carbon sequestration and 
climate action in the context of global sea-level rise,‖ said Ajanta Dey, Joint Secretary of 
NEWS, who received the award. 

 ―         -                                 ,      आ                       , 

        -                               , औ                                       

       औ                               ,‖ NEWS                      ,         

               ,         

 

 

Opposition leaders target Centre over EPFO rule 
changes 

                 EPF                             

                      

 Leaders from several Opposition parties on 
Wednesday targeted the Union government over the recent 
changes to the Employees‘ Provident Fund Organisation 
(EPFO) rules, which has raised the period for provident fund 
account holders to withdraw their money if remaining 
unemployed. 

                                                           

                (EPFO)                                   

            ,                                                 

  ए                                 

 Salaried class were being punished for the Narendra 
Modi government‘s ―mishandling of the economy‖, 
Manickam Tagore of the Congress, and Saket Gokhale of the 
Trinamool Congress said on social media, calling for the 
withdrawal of the provisions by Union Labour Minister 
Mansukh Mandaviya. 

                                     ―               

       ‖      ए                     ,                        औ  

                                                  , औ        

                                                               

 The decision to amend the scheme was taken by the 
Central Board of Trustees on Monday. 

                                                         

                

 Unemployed members of retirement fund body EPFO 
will now be able to get final settlement or full withdrawal of 
funds from the provident fund and pension accounts after 
12 months and 36 months of unemployment, respectively. 

    EPFO                           औ                

     12       औ  36                                        
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 At present, the scheme provides for withdrawal of all funds from the provident fund as well 
as pension account after two months of continuous unemployment. 

          ,                 औ                                                                

                   

 Mr. Tagore called the change in rules nothing short of ―cruelty‖, and asked, ―Who benefits 
from this, Mr. Modi?‖, before arguing that this move would ―finish‖ the lives of pensioners 
who depended on the EPF to survive. 

                                ―     ‖       औ      , ―                  ,        ?‖, औ         

                                                ए  ,    EPF              

 Mr. Gokhale called the changes ―shocking and ridiculous‖. 

                      ―             औ        ‖        

 The government, in a fact sheet, said these statements were ―misleading‖ and a 
―misinterpretation of facts‖. 

          ए                            ―    ‖ औ  ―                ‖     

 ―The decision of the CBT enables a member to have a fine balance between liberal 
withdrawal options for various exigencies and personal needs by allowing the withdrawal of 
75% of the funds without documentation and still leaving a decent corpus that will be available 
at the time of retirement,‖ it said. 

             , ―CBT          ए                         औ                    

  ए                                 ए                     ,       75%                    

                  औ         ए                                                        ‖ 

 The government said that statements alleging workers can only withdraw ―75% of their 
savings‖ were ―incorrect‖. 

                                                                        75%               

  ,    ―   ‖     

 It said, ―100% of the Eligible balance (excluding the 25% minimum balance) can be withdrawn 
by those who have finished at least 12 months of services under any of the ―simplified 
provisions‖ any time during the year. 

             , ―               ‗              ‘                 12                            

  ,                      100%              (25%                        )                
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Biotech surge builds momentum but faces scaling bottlenecks 

                     आ       ,                                 

India‘s Biotech Surge 

            -                 

 India‘s biotech surge has been nothing short of extraordinary 
over the past several years. 

                             -                                 

 From a modest count of roughly 500 startups in 2018, the number 
has soared to over 10,000 in 2025. 

      2018    500                        2025    10,000    

               

 This rapid expansion is supported by a network of 94 incubators across 25 States, fuelling 
innovation that‘s transforming healthcare and life sciences. 

             25               94                                 ,             औ       

                                      

 Government-backed initiatives including the BioE3 Policy and an ambitious vision to 
create a $300-billion bioeconomy by 2030 have set the stage for a sector poised to become 
a global powerhouse. 

 BioE3      औ  2030    300                -                                    

                      ए                                            

 Established companies such as Serum Institute of India and Bharat Biot ech have long 
showcased India‘s prowess in affordable vaccines and generics. 

                        औ                                          औ                

                                               

 Home-grown pioneers like MedGenome and Strand Life Sciences are now driving 
breakthroughs in precision medicine and diagnostics. 

 MedGenome औ  Strand Life Sciences                                           औ  

                               

 Strong governmental support, investor confidence, and competitive advantages are key 
factors behind the vibrant biotech ecosystem. 

                   ,                  , औ                            -         

                                

 Schemes such as Startup India, BIRAC-funded initiatives, and Production Linked 
Incentives (PLI) have streamlined processes and attracted significant foreign direct 
investment (FDI). 

 Startup India, BIRAC        , औ        आ             (PLI)                         

               औ                   (FDI)                    

 India permits 100% FDI in many biotech segments, making it a leader in generics and 
vaccine production. 

            -                  100% FDI                  ,                  औ              

                   

 India now supplies over 60% of global vaccine doses for immunisations such as DPT, 
BCG, and measles. 

                                60%         (     DPT, BCG, औ      )               

After the Early Stage 
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 Startups are increasingly embracing Artificial Intelligence (AI) to revolutionise research and 
development (R&D). 

                         (AI)                    औ        (R&D)                     

 Companies like MedGenome are using AI-driven analytics to accelerate drug discovery 
and refine clinical diagnostics, cutting costs and improving outcomes. 

 MedGenome               AI आ                                   औ          

                        ,                         औ                          

 The unique combination of affordable R&D, a diverse and young talent pool, and rapid 
digital integration has positioned India at the forefront of biotech innovation. 

     R&D,       औ            ,                                                    

   -                                            

Challenges in Scaling and Capital Gaps 

                    औ               

 Despite these achievements, the sector faces significant challenges that threaten continued 
momentum. 

                      ,                                                                    

               

 Although investments of around $3 billion were recorded over the past two years, capital 
remains scarce for companies seeking tens of millions of dollars for Phase II clinical trials 
or GMP facility construction. 

                      $3                   ,           II                 GMP 

                        ए                                                             

 Companies such as Inovio and Mylab Discovery Solutions have navigated early-stage 
hurdles successfully. 

 Inovio औ  Mylab Discovery Solutions                                                   

                

 However, others have struggled to secure additional funding needed for global market 
scaling. 

        ,                                       ए                                

                                

 Consider a hypothetical Mumbai-based healthcare startup developing an AI platform for 
early cancer detection that stalled its $15 million funding round because investors 
demanded extensive and geographically diverse clinical validation. 

           ए                          ,               आ                AI         

                ,      $15                         ए                                औ  

                                  (clinical validation)             

 Pilot studies covering rural and urban regions for regulatory approval would have caused 
value leakage and shifted potential growth to a larger acquirer. 

       औ                                           (regulatory approval      ए)       

        (value leakage)              औ                                              

                   

Strategic priorities 

                    

 Fragmentation is another major concern. 

      ए  औ                         

 Despite hosting over 70 incubators, few are equipped with the complete suite of specialised 
facilities, such as pilot-scale purification systems, fill-and-finish suites, and robust 
regulatory affairs support. 

 70                                ,                -                     ,    -   -

           , औ                                                    ए           
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 These are critical to advance promising technologies. 

                            आ              ए                  

 As a result, entrepreneurs are often forced to shuttle between cities to complete a single 
development cycle, duplicating expensive equipment and bureaucratic processes, and 
wasting precious scientific talent. 

          ,            ए                                ए                               , 

                    औ                                        औ                      

               

 Regulatory complexities also slow progress. 

                                          

 India‘s existing frameworks for clinical trials, patent laws, and product approval were 
designed in an earlier era and now often fall short of the dynamic demands posed by AI-
driven innovation and cutting-edge biologics. 

                            ,             औ                                     ए  ए    औ  

   AI-आ             औ                                                                 

        

 These delays don‘t only postpone market entry: they also deter international collaboration 
and investment. 

                                                               औ                       

         

 To overcome these challenges and unlock the full potential of the biotech ecosystem, India 
needs to address several strategic priorities. 

                        औ                                                         ए,         

                                                      

 Foremost, the system must focus on being deep rather than wide. 

          ,                                              ए  

 Rather than dispersing resources across a fragmented incubator landscape, India needs to 
consolidate its efforts into a few robust clusters. 

                                                     ,                                  

                        ए  

 For instance, a ―GMP Commons‖ in Genome Valley or a Mumbai-Pune corridor, jointly 
funded by the government, multinationals, and development finance institutions, could 
pool expensive downstream equipment and expert services that individual startups could 
never afford alone. 

             ए,               ए  ―GMP     ‖         -            ,           ,          

        , औ                                                     ए,               औ  

                                                                           

Talent challenges 

                        

 Bridging the financing gap is imperative. 

                                   

 A dedicated biotechnology fund modelled on innovative digital venture structures could 
provide matching equity or venture debt for companies that have demonstrated proof-of-
concept but are not yet market-ready. 

                                       ए                                         

                   ऋ                                         (proof-of-concept)      

                             ए                

 Blended-finance structures would draw in institutional capital from insurance companies 
and pension funds while providing partial guarantees to cushion scientific risks. 

      -                              औ                                         ,        

                                ए आ                        
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 Third, establishing late phase trial hubs would streamline product development 
significantly. 

      ,                                                                     

 For instance, a network of specialty centers within the All India Institute of Medical 
Sciences (AIIMS) hospitals could allocate dedicated ward space, imaging suites, and 
integrated electronic-health-record systems exclusively for industry-sponsored clinical 
trials. 

             ए,    (AIIMS)                                ए             -        

                  ए                     ,              , औ   -                       

            

 Harmonised ethics committees and centralised laboratories could reduce trial delays, 
ensuring data integrity and reassuring international regulators. 

                         औ                                                             , 

                                औ                                     

 Fourth, addressing talent challenges through a reverse brain drain initiative is paramount. 

     ,                                                                       

 Policies including tax holidays, relocation grants, and soft loans could attract post-
doctoral scientists back to India, while micro-credential courses in areas such as CRISPR 
process engineering, GMP data integrity, and AI-driven biostatistics would ensure the 
workforce stays competitive. 

        (tax holidays),                , औ                          -                

                   ए                  ,      CRISPR                  , GMP      

      , औ  AI-आ                                   -                             

   ए        

 Finally, adopting a risk-based, context-specific regulatory framework that mirrors 
successful models like the European Union‘s tiered AI Act and the US FDA‘s 
Predetermined Change Control Plans could help tailor validations for dataset diversity 
and algorithm performance without imposing unnecessarily rigid controls on all innovations. 

       , ए       -आ     ,      -                         ,                         AI 

        औ          FDA    Predetermined Change Control Plans                        

       ,                 औ                     ए                                       

  ,                                            ए  

Streamlining and reconciliation 

         औ       

 There are several promising focus areas for startups looking to capture new value. 

  ए                                        ए                         

 AI-driven drug design, molecular diagnostics, and digital health platforms are gaining 
significant traction in innovation hubs such as Bangalore and Hyderabad, particularly in 
accelerating drug discovery and improving clinical diagnostics. 

 AI-आ                , आ          , औ                                     औ  

                                                ,                                 औ         

                         

 Precision genomics and affordable gene therapies which utilise technologies like CRISPR 
hold potential to address chronic diseases that burden both domestic and international 
markets. 

                औ                ,    CRISPR                       ,    

                                                       औ                                  

          

 In parallel, sustainable agricultural biotechnology continues to offer immense 
opportunities. 

       ,                                                    

 With 85% of Indian farms being smaller than 2 hectares, startups are deploying precision 
farming techniques that optimise irrigation and pest control. 
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         85%     2                            ,                          (precision 

farming techniques)                              औ                                  

 For instance, pioneering companies like Cropin and Fasal have demonstrated how localised 
AI integration can enhance yield and cut input costs. 

             ए,       (Cropin) औ      (Fasal)                                    

         AI                                 औ                               

 Further, India‘s established strengths in vaccine production, biosimilars, and generics only 
solidify its potential as a global export hub. 

           ,           ,            , औ                                           ए  

                          औ                  

 Bharat Biotech‘s launch of the world‘s first intranasal COVID-19 vaccine exemplifies how 
Indian innovation can achieve global impact. 

                                            COVID-19                                     

                                    

 Meanwhile, long-established giants such as Serum Institute of India and Biocon have set 
international benchmarks for quality and cost efficiency, laying the groundwork for 
domestic startups to leverage their expertise into products of higher value. 

       ,                        औ                                         औ            

     ए                         ए   ,                                                      

                                  

 Looking forward, global leadership in biotechnology will require India to smartly 
streamline its ecosystem and channel resources into high-impact areas. 

           ए,                                           ए                                

                             औ                                                    

      

 The government, industry leaders, and academia need to work collaboratively to 
consolidate funding, build integrated infrastructure, and reconcile regulatory standards 
with international best practices. 

      ,                 , औ                                       ,        

                  , औ                                                         

         

 By focusing on these strategic priorities, India will be able to sustain its remarkable 
quantitative growth as well as achieve qualitative breakthroughs that will transform its 
biotechnology sector into a model of global excellence in healthcare and life sciences. 

                                        ,                                      ए 

         औ                            ,                                      औ  
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Phase of matter 
where order, disorder 
coexist in time found 

                  

          औ  

                 

  -               

Time Rondeau 
Crystal (TRC) 

                 

(TRC) 

 Scientists have 
discovered a new phase of 
matter called a time 
rondeau crystal that 
shows an 
unusual 
kind of 
order in 
time, 
rather 
than in space like solids 
and liquids. 

                         

            ,           

                      ,    

                 

         ,          औ  

                            

         

 The phase is 
related to, but distinct from, 
a time crystal. 

                      

          ,                

    

In normal matter, the 
arrangement of atoms can 
be either ordered or 
disordered. 

               ,          

                        

                   

 For example, a 
(solid) crystal has a 
repeating structure while 

a liquid doesn‘t. 

             ए, ए                                             ,      ए                    

 The order in a crystal comes from breaking the perfect symmetry of space: instead of 
looking the same everywhere, it repeats in a regular pattern.  

                                                 :           ए                     
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 A time crystal, predicted in 2012 and observed in later experiments, shows a similar idea in 
time rather than space. 

 ए           ,       2012                            औ                           ,        

                                  

 When a system is periodically imparted some energy — like pushing a swing at regular 
intervals — it might oscillate at a different rhythm, such as every two pulses instead of 
one. 

                     -                           —                                   

     —                                ,         ए                       

 Now the system can be said to be behaving in a repeating way in time, forming a crystal 
pattern in time rather than in space. 

                                                                        , औ         

                                   

 A time rondeau crystal (TRC), reported on October 14 in Nature Physics, takes this 
concept further. 

 ए                  (TRC),       14          Nature Physics                  ,    

                       

 In a time crystal, the motion is perfectly regular, like a clock ticking at a fixed beat. 

 ए              ,                                ,          ए                         

 In a TRC, the system has a mix of order and randomness: it keeps a repeating pattern 
over long times, but between those repeating moments the motion is disordered or 
irregular. 

 ए  TRC   ,             औ                           :                                 

          ए        ,               ए                                                      

 The researchers created a TRC using the spins of the nuclei of carbon-13 atoms in 
diamond. 

                           -13                                        TRC        

 They controlled the spins, using microwave pulses, without strictly periodic intervals — 
there was some randomness, but the randomness itself had structure. 

                                                     ,                                

—                 ,                                   

 The nuclei‘s spins were partly unpredictable in the short term but predictable over longer 
intervals. 

                                                ,                                       

 The TRC‘s order was found to be metastable, lasting for several seconds, longer than 
microscopic processes in diamond, but faded as the system heated up. 

 TRC                       ,                         ,                                    

       ,                           ,        -                  

 A TRC is thus a state of matter in which long-term regularity and short-term randomness 
coexist in time, like a melody with unpredictable variations that returns to a familiar 
refrain. 

        , TRC                                              औ                    

         -               ,      ए                                     ,          ए  

                          

 It shows that time itself can host patterns richer than simple repetition, and even in 
disorder, order may lie hidden. 

                                                                    , औ              

                    

 The discovery expands physicists‘ understanding of what ‗order‘ means in physics. 

                                                   ‗  ‘               

 Researchers believed time order could only exist in strictly periodic systems, but the TRC 
shows that more complex forms of time-wise organisation are possible. 

                                                 आ                                , 

      TRC                 -आ                                        
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 The study opens the door to exploring new kinds of temporal orders, lying between perfect 
order and complete randomness. 

          ए               आ                                 ,            औ       

                         

 TRC systems are expected to have practical uses, such as encoding information in beats 
or creating new kinds of quantum sensors responsive to specific frequencies. 

              TRC                                 ,                                   ए 

                                  आ                            

 

 

Evolution, Revolution 

       ,       

  The economics Nobel is a nod to freedom and innovation. 

                               औ               ए            

Nobel Prize in Economic Sciences 2025 

              आ           2025 

 This year‘s Nobel Prize in Economic Sciences has been 
awarded to Philippe Aghion, Peter Howitt, and Joel Mokyr, who over 
decades attempted to explain humanity‘s unprecedented progress over 
the past two centuries. 

                        आ                         ,            

औ                           ,                                     

                                                

 While Mokyr has provided the long historical and cultural 
context, Aghion and Howitt have given it a formal mathematical frame 
or the ―creative destruction‖ model. 

                             औ                          ,       

औ               औ                       ―             ‖         

           

 The idea originates with economist Joseph Schumpeter, who 
described capitalism as an evolutionary system in which innovation 
continuously displaces old technologies, firms, and industries — a 
process both creative and destructive. 

                                        ,                     ए  

                                    ,                            ,     

औ                                   —                  औ  

                    

 Schumpeter‘s framework rested on assumptions: markets are 
free, competition is open, and the state acts only as an enabler of 
private enterprise, not as a driver of innovation. 

                                               ,                , औ      

                                  ,                      

 Historical records reveal that the state itself can shape and 
direct innovation, as seen in the Soviet model and now the Chinese 
developmental capitalism model. 

                                                     आ    औ       

          ,                     औ                                 

                

 The creative destruction model, refined by Aghion and Howitt 
in the early 1990s, emerged during the twilight years of the Cold War, 
as the Washington Consensus and neoliberalism became dominant 
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global economic paradigms. 

                   ,            औ           1990              आ            

    ,                             ,                    औ                             

    ए  

 These models reinterpreted Schumpeter‘s idea through endogenous growth theory — long-
term growth generated not by external forces but by innovation, education, and research 
within the economy. 

                                                                           —                

                                                 ,      औ                           

 Crucially, it assumed that competition and private incentives, not central planning, are the 
engines of technological progress. 

                                           औ             ,                 ,        

                 

 Nobel recognition comes at a time when these conditions are disrupted by U.S. President 
Donald Trump, whose administration has weaponised global trade, politicised science 
and technology, and become markedly protectionist. 

                                                                                            , 

                                       ,       औ                            , औ  

                         

 While the creative destruction and endogenous growth models remain powerful tools to 
understand progress in neoliberal capitalism, they fail to explain the exponential 
technological advances of state-led economies such as China. 

                    औ                                                            

  ए                          ,       -                                              

                           

 These models also overlook how geopolitics, institutional fragility, and widening 
inequalities reshape the structure of innovation. 

                                        -       ,                 , औ                 

                              

 It is telling that the Nobel Committee honoured a framework whose ideal conditions — 
liberal markets, global openness, and scientific freedom — are currently under strain. 

                                                              आ            —           , 

             औ                 —                       

 This serves as a warning that for liberal democracies to thrive, they must uphold 
institutional freedoms within state-enabled capitalist societies. 

    ए                                                        -           ए,        -    

                                          ए          ए  
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The ‗Critical Factor‘ in India‘s Clean Energy Ambitions 

                               ‗            ‘ 

Critical Minerals and India‘s Green Transition 

                                      

 India‘s ambition to be a global leader in clean energy and sustainable growth depends on 
securing critical minerals such as lithium, cobalt, and Rare Earth Elements (REEs). 

                  औ                                                                

      ,       औ                    (REEs)                                  

 These minerals drive key technologies — electric vehicles (EV), solar panels, wind 
turbines, and energy storage — making them vital to India‘s green transition and long-
term energy goals. 

                                        —              (EV),         ,            औ  

            —                         औ                           ए             

 As India aims to achieve 500 GW of renewable energy capacity by 2030 and net zero 
emissions by 2070, ensuring the supply of critical minerals and rare earths becomes 
important. 

            2030    500 GW               औ  2070                           

  ,     ए                औ                                                    

 India‘s reliance on imported critical minerals amid global competition demands stronger 
domestic mining, better infrastructure, and global partnerships. 

                              आ                                               ,       

         औ                                  

https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS


                 Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticIAS 

                      YouTube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS 

                                                        Contact: 9971932488 

  

P
ag

e6
6

 

 Investing in mines and modern recycling technologies will build resilient supply chains 
and advance the Atmanirbhar Bharat vision in the clean energy race. 

        औ  आ                                       आ                ए   औ           

             आ                           ए    

Critical Minerals in India‘s Green Transition 

                                      

 Critical minerals are indispensable to India‘s clean energy goals. 

                            ए                          

 Lithium and cobalt are essential for EV batteries, with India‘s EV market projected to grow 
at a CAGR of 49% from 2023 to 2030. 

        औ        EV            ए        , औ          EV       2023    2030    49% 

   CAGR                       

 Growth will be driven by government initiatives such as the Electric Mobility Promotion 
Scheme (EMPS) 2024. 

                                                         (EMPS) 2024            

        

 In 2023, India‘s battery storage market was valued at $2.8 billion, with demand expected to 
surge as renewable energy adoption accelerates. 

 2023                              $2.8             , औ      -                        

         ,                          

 India‘s reliance on imports for these minerals — nearly 100% for lithium, cobalt, nickel and 
over 90% for REEs — exposes it to supply chain vulnerabilities. 

                ए         आ               —      100%       ,      ,       औ  90% 

        REEs —                             ए                

 Geopolitical tensions, trade restrictions, and global competition, particularly from China 
(which controls 60% of global REE production and 85% of processing capacity), 
underscore the urgency of building a self-reliant supply chain. 

   -             ,              औ               ,                    (         REE 

         60% औ                 85%                ), आ       आ                   

                                    

 India has vast untapped mineral potential, with lithium in Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) and 
Rajasthan, and REEs in Odisha and Andhra Pradesh. 

                                 ,           औ       (J&K) औ                  , 

औ        औ  आ           REEs           

 The National Mineral Exploration Policy (NMEP), launched in 2016, and developments 
through the Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act 2021, have 
accelerated exploration by encouraging private participation and advanced geophysical 
surveys. 

                        (NMEP),    2016          , औ       औ       (      औ  

       )         2021                 ,                      ,               औ      

                              

 In 2023, the Geological Survey of India identified 5.9 million tonnes of inferred lithium 
resources in J&K, a promising step toward domestic production. 

 2023   ,                           J&K    5.9                                       

        ,                           ए                  

 Auctions of 20 critical mineral blocks covering lithium, graphite, and REEs attracted bids 
from Indian and multinational companies, signalling growing investor interest. 

       ,        औ  REEs                  20                                        

औ                                ,                                      

 Exploration is just the first step. India contributes less than 1% of global REE production 
and must rapidly build processing and refining capacity through public-private 
partnerships. 
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                                  REE          1%                      औ  

        -                                        औ                               ए  

 Private partners can bring advanced processing technologies and support recycling 
infrastructure, while domestic lithium and cobalt pilots need greater government backing 
through subsidies, tax breaks, and research grants to scale effectively. 

                                           औ                                      

  ,                   औ                                                     

      ,        औ                                                     

Investment in Mines 

                 

 Investment in domestic mining is central to India‘s critical mineral strategy. 

                                                           

 The Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Amendment Act, 2023 opened 
up private exploration, but the sector still faces high costs, regulatory hurdles and 
environmental concerns. 

      औ       (      औ         )               , 2023                      , 

                              ,               औ                                  

         

 In 2022, mining contributed just 2.5% to India‘s GDP, compared to 13.6% in Australia. 

 2022   ,                GDP                2.5%   ,                     13.6%     

 To bridge this gap, the government must streamline licensing processes and offer 
financial incentives such as production-linked subsidies to attract private capital. 

                       ए,                                            ए औ       -      

                                                           ए  

 The Government of India has launched the National Critical Mineral Mission (NCMM) with 
a ₹34,300 crore plan to strengthen value chains across exploration, mining, processing, 
and recovery from end-of-life products. 

                                        (NCMM)            ,       ₹34,300         

        ,         ,    ,        औ                                                        

 State-backed companies such as the NMDC have diversified through their Australian arm, 
and outlined plans to enter the critical minerals sector. 

    -                     NMDC                                                     औ  

                                      ए           

 IREL (India) Limited (formerly Indian Rare Earths Ltd) is preparing to extract neodymium, 
praseodymium, and dysprosium, but both need stronger private partnerships for 
greenfield projects. 

 IREL (India) Limited (        Indian Rare Earths Ltd)           ,              औ  

                                    ,                                       ए            

                       

 KABIL (Khanij Bidesh India Ltd.), formed in 2019 to secure overseas mineral assets, 
must expedite acquisitions. 

 KABIL (Khanij Bidesh India Ltd.),    2019                                             ए 

          ,                        ए  

 Meanwhile, the government has bolstered domestic supply security through the E-Waste 
(Management) Rules, 2022, to enhance critical mineral recovery and recycling. 

       ,           -    (     )     , 2022                  आ                            , 

                                औ                    

Moving Towards a Circular Economy 
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 Upgrading India‘s mining and processing infrastructure is equally critical. 

             औ                                                       

 Modernising infrastructure requires significant investment in mechanised mining 
equipment, automated processing plants, and waste management systems. 

                             ए                   ,                     औ  

                                                 

 Infrastructure upgrades also extend to recycling. India generates close to four million 
metric tonnes of e-waste annually, yet only 10% is formally recycled. 

                                                                               -    

           ,            10%    औ                              

 Advanced recycling facilities could recover critical minerals, strengthening the circular 
economy. 

                     ए                                      ,                            

      

 The Battery Waste Management Rules, 2022 set recycling targets, but weak 
implementation and limited infrastructure pose challenges. 

                      , 2022                            ए   ,                      औ  

                                       

 Public-private hubs could boost recycling technologies, cut costs, and reduce 
environmental impact. 

         -                                             ,                  औ            

                    

 India‘s clean energy transition and industrial growth depend on securing critical minerals 
through mine development and a circular economy. 

                          औ  औ                      औ                         

                                                   

 Priority should be given to operationalising mining leases, investing in mines, upgrading 
recycling, fast-tracking exploration in Chhattisgarh, promoting urban mining, and 
boosting research and development to cut import dependence, create jobs, and drive 
innovation. 

                      ए                     ,                     ,              

          ,                            ,                       , औ               

                            आ              ,             औ                 

 The National Critical Mineral Mission and recent auctions are positive steps, but their 
success requires strong state support, clear policies, and public-private collaboration. 

                          औ                                 ,                     

  ए                ,           , औ          -                         

 A robust mineral ecosystem will drive India‘s EV, solar and storage goals while positioning 
it as a green economy leader. 

 ए                                    EV,     औ                           औ          

                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS


                 Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticIAS 

                      YouTube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS 

                                                        Contact: 9971932488 

  

P
ag

e6
9

 

Balancing Lives and 
Conservation 

      औ           

       

Kerala‘s Human-Wildlife 
Conflict and Wildlife 
Protection 

             -      

      औ              

 One of India‘s most 
literate States, Kerala is known 
for its strong grassroots 
institutions and rich 
biodiversity. 

                               

ए ,     ,                    

        औ                      

  ए               

 With globally significant 
ecological hotspots such as the 
Western Ghats and Silent 
Valley, over 64.26% of its land 
is under Forest & Trees cover. 

           औ                   

                              

             ,      64.26%    

             औ      आ    

              

 The rise in tiger 
numbers and the improving 
elephant population further 
reflect its conservation saga. 

                       औ  

           आ                   

               औ             

 In recent years, Kerala 
has faced a sharp rise in 
human-wildlife conflicts — 
declared a disaster — 
resulting in significant loss of 
life, crop damage, and 
widespread fear. 

              ,             -

                              — 

     आ                   — 

                           , 

               , औ                

 In the last decade, these conflicts injured nearly 9,000 people and caused over 900 deaths. 

             ,                  9,000           ए औ  900                   

 A Forest Department study identified 273 local bodies as critical conflict zones, including 
30 major hotspots, nine of which are highly critical due to frequent incidents. 
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 ए                   273                                                   ,       30 

                    ,                                        ए     -             

 Recently, the Kerala Cabinet approved amendments to the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972, 
with provisions empowering the Chief Wildlife Warden to order the immediate killing of 
wild animals attacking humans in residential areas, bypassing central approvals for faster 
redressal. 

          ,                       (     )        , 1972                       ,              

                                                                                     

                       , औ                  ए                                  

 These also allow the State to declare species such as wild boars as vermin, permitting 
controlled culling to protect crops and livelihoods, and downgrading the bonnet macaque 
from Schedule I to Schedule II for easier population management. 

                                                     ,                            औ        

                 I            II                                                            

        

 Further, the State can authorize relocation and birth control measures for certain species 
without prior central approval. These are aimed at balancing conservation and safety. 

           ,                       ए         औ                                           

                            औ                       ए     

 The Act bans hunting and sets protected areas. Being on the Concurrent List, both the 
State and Union governments can legislate on it, with central law prevailing to ensure a 
unified national policy in case of dissent. 

                                     औ                                                    

    ,     औ                                         , औ                            

                                                

 Despite successful conservation initiatives, wildlife in India continues to face challenges 
such as habitat fragmentation and human-wildlife conflicts. 

                          ,               आ           औ      -                 

                            

 Kerala‘s current situation is a clear testimony to these challenges, prompting the State to 
propose amendments as a potential solution. 

                                               ,                                      ए 

                   

Ecological Impact 

                  

 Regardless of intent, these amendments may create legal conflicts with the central Act, 
bypass key protocols, and threaten the consistent national protection framework. 

                 ए     ,                                                            ,      

                            , औ                                                    

 They could face judicial review for contradicting the central objectives, raising concerns 
over India‘s unified conservation regime. 

                                                                       ,                      

                             

 Whether it is a mass culling of wild boar or reducing protection for the bonnet macaque, 
these measures endanger biodiversity and predator-prey balance by disrupting local 
ecology. 

                                                                            ,         

                                            औ       -                                  

 This concern is heightened given Kerala‘s progress in conserving key species. 

                                                 ए          औ              

 Decentralised authority also raises concerns of misuse or unscientific application, 
leading to inconsistent wildlife management that may cause more ecological harm. 
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                                                                       ,             

                                                         

 Environmentalists warn that these acts are unscientific, legally questionable, and 
contrary to both public interest and constitutional principles. 

                                                 ,                   , औ               औ  

                                 

Cooperation with Dialogue 

                        

 The proposed amendments reflect a commitment to quick, local solutions, while the 
Centre emphasises unified, science-based conservation to avoid fragmentation and legal 
confusion. 

                  ,                                      ,                ,      -

आ                                       औ                           

 The conflicting views on this matter demand a collaborative solution that balances human 
safety along with ecological considerations under a national conservation strategy. 

                           ए                                                              

           औ                                   ए  

 Cooperation allowing State-specific flexibility within central laws via faster approvals or 
science-backed exceptions could be one solution. 

                                           -                             -              

                          ए                     

 Measures such as joint task forces for implementing lasting, non-lethal measures, 
including habitat restoration, early warning systems, and conflict management are 
suggested. 

     ,                                ए               ,       आ            ,      

             , औ                      ,               ए  ए    

 Empowering communities, transparent monitoring, and clear legal protocols — backed 
by streamlined processes and central funding — would help manage conflicts without 
breaking national policy. 

                      ,               , औ                    —             

                औ                                  —                                   

                         

 God‘s own country, echoing with tiger roars and elephant trumpets, symbolises 
ecological pride and heritage. Its future depends on how well Kerala and the nation balance 
conservation with conflict. 

                ,                 औ                             ,                 औ  

                                                        औ             औ                 

          ए          

 Whether vibrant or diminished, this legacy depends on collaborative, science-based 
solutions balancing human and wildlife needs. 

                        ,                औ           आ                       ए 

      ,      -आ                                 

 Kerala‘s decision today will shape and guide India‘s conservation legacy for the future. 

                            ए                                   औ                  
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Indonesia detects radioactive element 
traces at clove farm 

                                               

          

 Indonesia detected traces of radioactive 
cesium 137 at a clove 
plantation as it searches for 
the source of radioactive 
contamination that forced 
recalls of shrimp and spices 
exported to the U.S., a task 
force investigating the issue 
said on Wednesday. 

                               

                 137    

        ए,                                        

                                     औ                 

            ए           ,                              

    ए                 

 U.S. Food and Drug Administration officials 
blocked the import of all spices processed by PT 
Natural Java Spice of Indonesia in September after 
federal inspectors detected cesium 137 in a shipment 
of cloves sent to California. 

   .  .                                          PT 

                ,                                    

                         ,                      

                  ए         ए                   137 

              

 That was the second food product from 
Indonesia to be recalled from sale due to radioactive 
contamination this year, following a recall of shrimp 
from another Indonesian company in August. 

                                                 

    ए  ए                                ,        ए  

                                                     

 The task force found cesium 137 at a clove 
plantation in Lampung province. 

                         ए                         137 

      

 It also inspected clove processing facilities in 
Surabaya city in East Java province and another 
plantation in Central Java province, working with 

Indonesia‘s Nuclear Energy Regulatory Agency. 

                                                             औ                  ए     

                      ,                                                         

 ―We can confirm that contamination has been found on plantations in Lampung. The 
contamination was found in limited quantities and has not spread to other areas,‖ said Bara 
Hasibuan, the task force‘s spokesperson. 

 "                                                                                            औ  

                           ,"                           आ          

 The nuclear regulatory agency recommended a temporary halt to sales of contaminated clove 
products pending further laboratory testing, while investigators continue to track the source of 
the contamination. 
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                  ए                                                                         

                   ,                                                               

 ―The government is moving quickly to localise this contamination so that it does not spread to 
other areas,‖ Mr. Hasibuan said. 

 "                                                                                        ,"    
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Death by Devotion: 
Hero-Worship and Its 
Discontents 

                :     -

     औ              

     

 

Tragedy at Vijay‘s 
Political Rally 

                       

         

 The recent tragedy 
at a political rally of actor-
turned-politician Vijay, 
where a stampede claimed 
the lives of several of his 
supporters, should shake the 
conscience of any well-
meaning individual. 

                              

                             

        ,       ए           

                       , 

                           

                            ए  

 The dead were 
mostly fans — ordinary men 
and women who had 
thronged the event not merely 
for politics, but to catch a 
glimpse of their beloved star. 

                       — 

            औ       ए  

                       

             ए               

                         ए    

      ए     

 That they perished 
in their devotion is a stark 
reminder of how perilous the 
cult of hero-worship can be. 

                         ,    

                         

                            

         

 In Tamil Nadu, the 
incident is neither 
unprecedented nor wholly 
unexpected. 

            ,              

            औ                            
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 The State‘s political history is entwined with cinema, with a lineage of actors and writers 
who have turned the fan‘s gaze into a vote bank, and then into consolidated political 
power. 

                                            ,                 औ            ए          

                                          औ                                          

      

 The lines between reel and real life have been blurred for decades, with film scripts 
doubling up as political manifestos and larger-than-life cinematic personas re-enacted 
on the campaign trail. 

      औ                         ए                            ,                            

                             औ     -  -                                             

    

 Vijay‘s entry into politics is therefore less an anomaly than an almost natural continuation 
of this tradition. 

        ,                                                           ,                  

            

Cult of the Leader 

                     

 The cult of the leader is not unique to Tamil Nadu, nor even to India. 

                                                             

 It is a feature of human societies across geographies and epochs. 

                   ए                      औ                            

 In India, with its long history of reverence for individuals — from spiritual gurus to kings, 
from poets to film stars — the danger of confusing adulation with citizenship has always 
been acute. 

        ,                                           — आ                        ,        

                       —                                                             

    

Historical Warnings 

                     

 India‘s freedom struggle was not just against colonialism, but against the feudal 
structures of thought that propped it up. 

                                                      ,                        

                                                

 Many of the leaders of that era recognised the peril of blind devotion to individuals. 

                                                                

 They knew from history that when loyalty is transferred from ideas to personalities, 
democracy weakens and authoritarianism strengthens. 

                                                                              ,           

      औ     -                         

 B.R. Ambedkar, in his historic speech to the Constituent Assembly on November 25, 
1949, offered perhaps the most searing warning: 

   .आ .        ,                                         25       1949              

               : 

 ―The second thing we must do is to observe the caution which John Stuart Mill has given to 
all who are interested in the maintenance of democracy, namely, not ‗to lay their liberties at 
the feet of even a great man, or to trust him with power which enable him to subvert their 
institutions.‘ … In India, Bhakti or what may be called the path of devotion or hero-worship, 
plays a part in its politics unequalled in magnitude by the part it plays in the politics of any 
other country in the world. Bhakti in religion may be a road to the salvation of the soul. But in 
politics, Bhakti or hero-worship is a sure road to degradation and to eventual 
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dictatorship.‖ 

 ―                           ए                                                              

  ,                 ,      , ‗                                              ,                 

                               ‘ …        ,                                             

       ,                                                                                 

                    ,                                    औ                               

   ‖ 

 Even earlier, in a 1943 lecture, Dr. Ambedkar lamented how journalism itself had 
surrendered to this culture of uncritical adulation, ―To accept a hero and worship him has 
become its principal duty. Under it, news gives place to sensation, reasoned opinion to 
unreasoning passion…‖ 

          , 1943            ,   .                                                

                                             , ―ए                     औ            

                                      ,                               ,                

                   …‖ 

 The good doctor was not alone. Bhagat Singh, in his famous essay Why I am an Atheist, 
criticised precisely this tendency to treat leaders as infallible, ―You go against popular 
feelings; you criticise a hero, a great man who is generally believed to be above criticism. 
What happens? No one will answer your arguments in a rational way; rather you will be 
considered vainglorious. … Merciless criticism and independent thinking are the two 
necessary traits of revolutionary thinking. … As Mahatmaji is great, he is above criticism … 
This is not constructive thinking. We do not take a leap forward; we go many steps back.‖ 

                                 ,                 Why I am an Atheist   ,              

                                            , ―                                  ;    

                           , ए                                                        

       ?                                         ;                       ए    …       

       औ                                           ए      …                        ,    

                 …                                               ;                        ‖ 

 For Bhagat Singh, unquestioned devotion was not merely a political weakness but a 
regression of thought itself. 

               ए,                                                               

 M.N. Roy, too, reflecting on the reputation of the Chinese leader Chiang Kai-Shek in Men I 
Met, warned against both the making of gods and the disappointment that inevitably 
follows, ―Therefore, the objective historian must not be carried away by propaganda, for, or 
against him. He was neither a god nor a devil. If he failed to be a god-like hero, the fault is not 
his, but of the interested propagandists who wanted him to do what they wished. He was not 
a democrat; how could he serve the cause of democracy? He did not betray anybody; 
illusions about him were cruelly destroyed, because they were illusions. The disillusioned, 
whoever they may be, must blame themselves for the bitter experience. Hero-worship, not 
the man, is the real culprit.‖ 

   .  .    ,      ,                   -                            ए Men I Met   ,       

      औ                                        , ―    ए,                               

                      ए                                                                   ,    

                                                            ए                               

                 ;                                          ?                            ; 

                              ए                          ,          ,              ‖ 

 Roy‘s words cut to the core of the matter: it is not the leader alone who is at fault, but the 
society that demands heroes, invests them with expectations, and then writhes in 
disillusionment when reality intrudes. 

                                 :                         ,                                

            ,                        , औ                                            

The Post-Independence Cult 
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 Independent India‘s political history is dotted with examples of personality cults that often 
overrode institutional safeguards. 

                                                              ,                    

                           

 During the time of Indira Gandhi, the Congress party had become almost synonymous with 
her persona. 

                    ,                                               

 The slogan ―Indira is India, India is Indira‖ encapsulated how thoroughly politics could 
collapse into personality. 

      ―                ,                 ‖                                               

         

 The Emergency of 1975 was a direct manifestation of the authoritarian potential of the cult 
of personality, evidenced by the swift return of Indira Gandhi to power after only a few 
years away from it. 

 1975    आ                                                      ,                

                                                                             

 In later decades, regional satraps — from N.T. Rama Rao in Andhra Pradesh and Bal 
Thackeray in Maharashtra to Lalu Prasad in Bihar — built their political fortunes not just on 
policy or ideology but on cult-like charisma. 

                ,            —   .  .         (        ),           (       )              

     (     )    —                                                   ,        -     

               

 Their followers often saw them not as fallible leaders but as embodiments of hope, 
identity, or even divinity. 

                                                      आ  ,                             

    

 In Tamil Nadu, this trend was perhaps the most theatrical, with MGR‘s fans performing 
rituals, and even engaging in acts of self-harm at his death. 

            ,                             ,        .  .आ                      , औ  

             आ             

 Today, the cult of Narendra Modi stands as the most striking national example. 

   ,                                                               

 His image dominates campaigns, policies, and even institutions. 

              ,         औ                                 

 Supporters frequently collapse the distinction between nation and leader, echoing the 
failings of the Indira era. 

                औ                                  ,                                          

 The problem is not unique to the BJP but the scale of PM Modi‘s personal cult is 
unprecedented in contemporary Indian politics. 

                                     ,                                            

                                       

Why Humans Worship 

                       

 The question, then, is why human societies, even in the modern era of reason and 
information, continue to fall prey to hero-worship. 

                            ,            औ                    ,                         

         

 Psychologists have argued that the phenomenon stems from our evolutionary wiring: in 
complex groups, rallying around a single leader simplifies decision-making, reduces 
uncertainty, and provides a sense of collective identity. 

                                                                       :               , ए  

                                                         ,                  , औ          
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 Sociologists point out that in unequal societies, leaders often become projections of 
people‘s own unrealised aspirations. 

                                                                        आ           

                  

 A farmer in rural Tamil Nadu who struggles with powerlessness may see in Vijay a 
redeemer who carries the promise of recognition. 

 ए                                                ,            ए                       

                              

 The roots of this malaise stretch back further, into the history of religion itself. 

                औ                 ,                        

 In the infancy of human thought, when knowledge of the natural world was meagre, 
explanations were sought not in reason but in myth. 

                            ,                                   ,                     

                         

 Figures in sacred history — prophets, saints, and incarnations — were invested with 
absolute moral and metaphysical authority. 

                     —        ,    , औ        —               औ          

                      

 Blind faith, born of ignorance, hardened into tradition, and tradition ossified into 
intolerance. 

         ,                  ,                  , औ                            

 This reflex of unquestioning devotion later migrated into politics and culture. 

                          औ                        

 Even today, artists who dare to subject religious figures to critique — whether M.F. Husain 
with his paintings of Hindu goddesses, or the cartoonists of Charlie Hebdo in their satirical 
takes on Islam — are met not with debate but with violence. 

      ,                                           —        .  .                      

          ,                                          —                                   

              

 The parties of God, across faiths, insist that their heroes must remain inviolable, and that 
offence to them is unforgivable. 

             ,           ,                                        ए, औ               

              

 The American revolutionary Thomas Paine saw this clearly more than two centuries ago. 
―Lay then the axe to the root,‖ he wrote, calling for an end to the deification of men and the 
enthronement of reason instead. 

                                                                                       , 

―                 ,‖                                           औ                     

            

 Until that axe is swung against the tree of hero-worship, the cycle of adulation, betrayal, 
and disillusionment will repeat. 

                                             ,      ,          औ                       

  ए    

 The costs of this phenomenon are borne not just by democracy but also by the people 
themselves. 

                                                                   

 The stampede at Vijay‘s rally is a tragic literalisation of the phrase crushed under the 
weight of devotion. 

                                                                                  

 Beyond such immediate tragedies, there are deeper consequences. 

                            ,                 

 Hero-worship erodes accountability: leaders become beyond question, their failures 
rationalised, their excesses forgiven. 

                                    :                    ,                          

              ,                                       
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 It breeds intolerance: criticism of the leader is seen as betrayal of the community or the 
nation. 

                         :                                                                

 It diminishes the citizen: instead of active participants in a democracy, people are reduced 
to passive spectators, awaiting cues from their chosen saviour. 

                           :                                                          

  ,               ए                                        

 Hero-worship also distorts policymaking. 

                                              

 Rather than responding to collective needs through institutional mechanisms, policies 
become instruments of image-building. 

                                                            ,                             

           

 Welfare schemes are branded with leaders‘ faces and national interest is subordinated to 
personal prestige. 

                                                   औ                               

                  

Towards a Politics of Institutions 

                         

 The antidote to hero-worship is not cynicism but maturity — the maturity to separate 
admiration from adulation, respect from surrender. 

                                                 —                     औ        , 

     औ                       

 Leaders can and should be admired for their vision, their achievements, and their service. 

              ,              , औ                 ए                     औ              ए  

 But admiration must not curdle into devotion. 

                                              ए  

 The republic‘s health depends on the vigilance of its citizens and the strength of its 
institutions. 

                                       औ                                           

 Citizens must reflect not only on the culture of film-star politics but also on the fragility of 
its democracy when fandom substitutes for citizenship. 

                     -                             ,                     ए           

                               ,                                          

 India must heed the warnings of its founding figures and reinvest in building institutions 
that command loyalty beyond the lifespan of individual leaders. 

                                                       ए औ                                

         ए                    आ                             

 Ultimately, the lesson is as much about politics as it is about human society at large. 

      ,                                                                            

 Whether in religion, in nationalism, or in celebrity culture, the temptation to worship 
heroes is perennial. 

         ,        ,                         ,                                       

 It offers the comfort of certainty and belonging. 

            औ                                

But the price is almost always the same: disempowerment, manipulation, and, in the worst cases, 
tragedy. 

                                       :         ,  ळ, औ ,                    ,        
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