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A member of Madagascar’s Army CAPSAT unit monitors the access to the CAPSAT base on Wednesday, a day after the unit announced it
would assume power in Antananarivo. The African Union said it was suspending Madagascar “with immediate effect” after the coup. AFp

A member of Madagascar's Army CAPSAT unit monitors the access to the CAPSAT base
on Wednesday, a day after the unit announced it

would assume power in Antananarivo. The African Union said it was suspending
Madagascar “with immediateel | ect” after the coup
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PanEaj i !Heer, kama of

Mahabharat series, dies

Television star Pankaj Dheer, known for playing
Karna in B.R. Chopra’s ‘Mahabharat’ and king
Shivdutt in the fantasy drama ‘Chandrakanta’, died
at the age of 68 on Wednesday following a battle
with cancer. Dheer is survived by his wife, Anita
Dheer, and son, Nikitin Dheer, who is also an actor.
His last rites were conducted at the Pawan Hans
crematorium in Mumbeai in the evening. Salman
Khan, Sidharth Malhotra, Arbaaz Khan, Puneet
Issar, and Mika Singh among others paid their last
respects to Dheer at the crematorium. Dheer, who
hailed from Punjab, started out as an actor in the
1980s, featuring in minor roles in many movies. en

Pankaj Dheer, Karna of Mahabharat
series, dies

HETURY &A1 & HUI, Uhol §R BT
s

e Television
star Pankaj
Dheer, known for
playing Karna in
B.R. Chopra’s
‘Mahabharat’ and
king Shivdutt in 3
the fantasy drama ‘Chandrakanta’, died at the
age of 68 on Wednesday following a battle with
cancer.

AT TR v R, e &t 3R, TusT A
WETUR H HUf 3R Tt g dgepiar o ol
Rraew o1 yfte AU f FT IR T FR Y
e & 91 68 TY &I 3G H (4= g T |

e Dheer is survived by his wife, Anita

Dheer, and son, Nikitin Dheer, who is also an actor.
R 3 FiS Ut et R SR g At €k 1 s U g, ot W oft v Sifmer B

e His last rites were conducted at the Pawan Hans crematorium in Mumbai in the evening.

3F SifdH AP R P SRS

T3 & U9 g9 XAqIE I8 & W19 & 99y foar |

¢ Salman Khan, Sidharth Malhotra, Arbaaz Khan, Puneet Issar, and Mika Singh among
others paid their last respects to Dheer at the crematorium.

oA @, Rrgrd weghn, eraw @, g 3R/, 3R Hier Rig aikd o3 sfkmi 3
3aeTE T8 B IR & oue sifow yegietier

o Dheer, who hailed from Punjab, started out as an actor in the 1980s, featuring in minor

roles in many movies.

SIS ¥ 4aY 79 a1 R 7 1980 & =1 T T IfUAAT & U T 30+ HRAR DI L3I DI
ot 3R 3 fhe & B frvgRY § oR 3y Y|
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Nagaland parties NPF,
NDPP set to merge

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

The Nationalist Democratic
Progressive Party (NDPP),
which rules Nagaland in al-
liance with the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party, is set to merge
with the regional party it
was born out of. The merg-
er of the NDPP and the Naga
People’s Front (NPF) is like-
ly within a week.

On Tuesday, the NPF
joined the People’s Demo-
cratic Alliance government
led by Chief Minister Nei-
phiu Rio. “The two parties
are merging and we hope to
declare it on October 21,”
NPF legislator Kiizholiizo
Nienii told The Hindu on
Wednesday.

The NDPP was formed
by NPF rebels, including Mr.
Rio, ahead of the 2017 Naga-

NPF’s alignment with
NDPP-led ruling
alliance has left the
State without Oppn.

land Assembly election.
Although the NPF emerged
as the single-largest party,
the NDPP and BJP formed
the government along with
some smaller parties.

Convention of parties
The NDPP and NPF are
scheduled to hold their con-
ventions in the State’s capi-
tal, Kohima, on October 18
and October 21, respective-
ly. The merger is expected
after the NPF convention.

The NPF’s alignment
with the NDPP-led alliance
has left the Nagaland As-
sembly  without any
Opposition.

Nagaland parties NPF, NDPP set to
merge

ARTeS 91 wIfdai NPF 3R NDPP &
faerg & da Yt &

e The Nationalist Democratic
Progressive Party (NDPP), which rules
Nagaland in alliance with the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP), is set to merge with the regional
party it was born out of. The merger of the NDPP
and the Naga People’s Front (NPF) is likely
within a week.

AP eaie yfasita aréf (NDPP), ST
YR Sia1 urdf (8IP) & W1y Toey & ARMAS
IR I IR @1 8, 30 & 4 &t ga § faea
HRA 1 8 81 NDPP 3R AT figed e (NPF)
o1 faera te Iwrg & iR §F & GUIGT 5

e On Tuesday, the NPF joined the
People’s Democratic Alliance government led
by Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio. “The two parties
are merging and we hope to declare it on October
21,” NPF legislator Kiizholuzo Nieni told The
Hindu on Wednesday.

HIAAR $I NPF A @A Afteg Rt & Aqa
archt diqed SHIshfed Tardd R T A gl
TS| “giH! iféat faera HR 38 8 SR gH ¥ 21
TR DI TN T Pt IWHE B §,” TH FHgl
& NPF faumaes gt e &1, 5 a8 s
JYIR &1 7 fo'gd Dol

e The NDPP was formed by NPF rebels,
including Mr. Rio, ahead of the 2017 Nagaland
Assembly election. Although the NPF emerged

as the single-largest party, the NDPP and BJP formed the government along with some
smaller parties.

NDPP &1 T34 NPF & aTfiray, o oft feat oft =nfira 2, 3 2017 & Armds =gy gamal
3 ugd fohar o1 grarifes NPF Iad a8t Urdf maR U <, Afd NDPP 3R BIP A $© BId)
Tiféat & A1y HaeR RBR T775 A

Convention of parties

Cdl

e The NDPP and NPF are scheduled to hold their conventions in the State’s capital, Kohima,
on October 18 and October 21, respectively. The merger is expected after the NPF

convention.

NDPP 3R NPF 3{0-30 Q= 3T &t AU HIHT & A 18 Srdgar 3k 21
SAFEER B AT B arat ¢ | Faerg o1 9iwon NPF @R & &18 8 &1 IUIET 8|

e The NPF’s alignment with the NDPP-led alliance has left the Nagaland Assembly without
any Opposition.

A TS & AU NPF & S U ARTAS AUy & 39 $is faueh ga 76t

NDPP-
EEI]
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Former Kenya PM Raila
Odinga dies in Kerala

Odinga suffers cardiac failure during his morning walk; he was undergoing Ayurvedic treatment
in Ernakulam after suffering a stroke; Kerala Governor pays tributes to the departed leader

The Hindu Bureau
KOCHI

aila Odinga, form-
Rer Prime Minister
of Kenya, died at a

private hospital in Koothat-

Medical College Hospital,
Ernakulam, for post-mor-
tem examination.

Odinga had a close con-
nection with the hospital
as his elder daughter Ro-
semary Odinga had under-

tukulam in Ernakulam dis- gone treatment there after
trict of Kerala on Wednes- she had lost her sight in
day. He was 80. 2017. He had expressed

He suffered a cardiac fai- gratitude to the physicians

lure around 8 a.m. during
his morning walk at Sreed-

Kerala Governor Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar

at the centre for helping
her regain her vision. He

hareeyam Ayurvedic Eye had served as the Leader of
Hospital-cum-Research , paying last respects to Raila Odinga in the Opposition in Kenya
Centre in Koothattukulam Ernakulam on Wednesday. ANI for many years.

where he had been under
treatment for the past five
days. He was rushed to De-

treatment at a private hos-
pital in Mumbeai after suf-

he had arrived at the
Sreedhareeyam hospital in

Kerala Governor Rajen-
dra Vishwanath Arlekar
paid tributes to the depart-

vamatha Hospital in Kooth-  fering a stroke. a wheelchair, he had ed leader when his body
attukulam, where his shown signs of recovery af-  was kept at the Kochi air-
death was confirmed at Signs of recovery ter undergoing Ayurveda port. The body would be

9.52 a.m. The authorities at
Sreedhareeyam Hospital
said he had initially sought

He was accompanied by
his youngest daughter and
a personal doctor. Though

treatment, they added.
His body was later shift-
ed to the Government

Former Kenya PM Raila Odinga dies in Kerala

ST & gd gTTEA Y SNfEm &1 Ha o fAem

e Odinga suffers cardiac failure during his morning walk; he was undergoing Ayurvedic
treatment in Ernakulam after suffering a stroke; Kerala Governor pays tributes to the

departed leader.

flown to Mumbai on a non-
scheduled flight soon, ac-
cording to a release.

&M B Gag Pt W & IR gT T b (cardiac failure) HT FHAT BT UST; I Wb
& S1C TATpad § JMgafes SUGR A I8 3; $d P ISTUTA 3 TG T $ Hgiwira |

¢ Raila Odinga, former Prime Minister of Kenya, died at a private hospital in
Koothattukulam in Ernakulam district of Kerala on Wednesday. He was 80.

ST & qd g YT SNfEM F1 gUIR B IRa F Tipan A & pyTegpan Rud
T Aol Sreuara § 80 af &t o & (e g1
e He suffered a cardiac failure around 8 a.m. during his morning walk at Sreedhareeyam
Ayurvedic Eye Hospital-cum-Research Centre in Koothattukulam, where he had been
under treatment for the past five days.

I G AU 8 TS AU YaAE B W & G pUegpad feud furday smgdfes
33 gied-wH-frad Jex I geg 71fd ¥+ (cardiac failure) ¥ gH ds faar, ogi d fUaa
v fot ¥ Srarieh
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e He was rushed to Devamatha Hospital in Koothattukulam, where his death was confirmed
at 9.52 a.m. The authorities at Sreedhareeyam Hospital said he had initially sought
treatment at a private hospital in Mumbai after suffering a stroke.

3% Y0 PUTCSHAH & SAHTYT ST o ST 71, S5 Ya§ 9.52 T 35 Yo Iy fopar
a7 | ey RUATa & SHISERTN Y 71 6 Wi & 91¢ 3=14 U Yag & U Aol
SRYATe | IR DT T

Signs of recovery
YR & Hobd

e He was accompanied by his youngest daughter and a personal doctor. Though he had
arrived at the Sreedhareeyam hospital in a wheelchair, he had shown signs of recovery
after undergoing Ayurveda treatment, they added.

d T T BT AT 3R T il Sidex & WY Y| gretifes d MUy sRuard | dradar
W Ugd ¥, A Igdfge SUAR & 91 I51 YYR F Havd fa@T 3, I Il

e His body was later shifted to the Government Medical College Hospital, Ernakulam, for
post-mortem examination.

371 19 91E T GRSHTEH Siid & R0 SRR AT praet Rudre, TAGped o S Tl

¢ Odinga had a close connection with the hospital as his elder daughter Rosemary Odinga
had undergone treatment there in 2017 after she had lost her sight.

SNFEM o1 39 YT T T8 Y U7 FIfPp 37! Fat adl oA &M 7 2017 & 3ru=it
¥ WA & 91 981 STAR BT AT

e He had expressed gratitude to the physicians at the centre for helping her regain her
vision. He had served as the Leader of the Opposition in Kenya for many years.
I5I T 9T BT TP AU a1 | Tl HA & o &5 o Ffbeas! & ufa smuR o
foan 1| I5i- B8 vl 9o &A1 | faues & a1 & U J S fohar |

o Kerala Governor Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar paid tributes to the departed leader when
his body was kept at the Kochi airport. The body would be flown to Mumbai on a non-
scheduled flight soon, according to a release.

P b ISYUTA g FAYTTY b 3 Wlfa Aa1 1 Yol & 5a 371 2a Hifsr gars
3 TR W 1| T AT & 3R, W B! oieg 8 T R-Feffed I8 (non-scheduled
flight) ¥ Gag VT ST

In certain isolated systems, adding energy
can actually lower their entropy, making
them appear hotter than an infinite o )
‘amount’ of temperature. What is the Nerve Impulse Transmission: Ear to Brain to Leg
counterintuitive name for this paradoxical ~ Muscles

thermodynamic staté?

QuUIZ

Answers to October 14 quiz: Introduction

1. Time for a nerve impulse to travel from . _ _ .

ear to brain to leg muscles - Ans: 0.1's e Nerve impulses are electrical signals transmitted along

2. Property of sprinters’ legs allowing neurons, allowing rapid communication between different parts of the
' body.

release of elastic energy - Ans: Stiffness
3. Athlete who reinvented the high jump
to be more efficient - Ans: Dick Fosbury
4, Direction of change of javelins’ centre
of gravity to reduce range - Ans:

e These impulses enable sensory input, like hearing a sound, to
trigger motor responses, such as moving leg muscles.

Pathway of Impulse from Ear to Leg Muscles

Forward ' . e Ear (Cochlea): Sound is detected by hair cells in the cochlea

5. Tailwind limit for sprinters attempting of the inner ear.

to set/break records - Ans: 2 m/s e Auditory Nerve: Impulse travels through the auditory nerve

Visual: James Ray Hines to the brainstem. O
First contact: K.N. Viswanathan | Tamal e Brain Processing: The impulse is processed in the auditory %
Biswas | Anmol Agrawal | Keerthan cortex and relayed to the motor cortex for response. o
Gowda
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Motor Neurons: Signal travels via spinal cord neurons to leg muscles, triggering
contraction.

Time Taken

Total transmission time from ear detection to leg muscle response is approximately 0.1
seconds (100 milliseconds).

This rapid response allows humans to react quickly to auditory stimuli, such as avoiding
danger or catching a falling object.

Factors Affecting Transmission Speed

Myelination of Neurons: Myelin sheath increases conduction velocity.

Distance: Longer pathways slightly increase transmission time.

Type of Neuron: Motor neurons can conduct signals faster than unmyelinated sensory
neurons.

lllustrative Example

Scenario: Hearing a loud clap and jumping immediately.
o Sound is detected by ear — Auditory nerve — Brain — Motor neurons — Leg
muscles
o Reaction occurs in ~0.1 s.

Property of Sprinters’ Legs Allowing Release of Elastic Energy: Stiffness

Introduction

Sprinters’ exceptional speed is not only due to muscle strength but also due to the
mechanical properties of their legs.

One critical property is stiffness, which allows the storage and release of elastic energy
during running.

Definition of Stiffness in Biomechanics

Stiffness refers to the resistance of a leg (muscles, tendons, ligaments) to deformation when
subjected to force.

Higher stiffness enables tendons and muscles to store elastic energy during foot strike
and release it efficiently during push-off.

This property improves running economy and stride efficiency.

Mechanism of Elastic Energy Release

During the stance phase of sprinting, the foot strikes the ground, compressing the leg
tendons.

Elastic energy is stored in Achilles tendon and plantar fascia.

Upon push-off, this energy is released, adding to muscle-generated force, propelling the
sprinter forward faster.

This process reduces metabolic energy expenditure while maximizing speed.

Factors Affecting Leg Stiffness

Tendon Composition: High collagen content increases resilience.
Muscle Strength: Stronger muscles stabilize joints, enhancing energy storage.
Technique: Optimal stride frequency and foot strike pattern influence effective stiffness.

lllustrative Example
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¢ Usain Bolt’s sprinting demonstrates high leg stiffness: fast foot turnover, minimal ground
contact time (~0.08-0.12 s), and maximal propulsion from stored elastic energy.

Athlete Who Reinvented the High Jump to Be More Efficient: Dick Fosbury

Introduction

o Dick Fosbury, an American athlete, revolutionized the high jump in the 1960s.
¢ Heintroduced the “Fosbury Flop”, a technique that allowed jumpers to clear higher bars
with greater efficiency.

e Before Fosbury, athletes primarily used the straddle method or scissors technique, which
were less effective in maximizing clearance.

The Fosbury Flop Technique

e The Fosbury Flop involves jumping backward over the bar, landing on the back.
o Key aspects:
o Approach: Run in a curved path toward the bar to generate rotational momentum.
o Take-off: Push off the outside leg to rotate the body in mid-air.
o Body Position: Arch the back to lower the center of mass relative to the bar.
o Landing: Fall on the shoulders and upper back, minimizing injury risk due to foam
landing mats.

Advantages of the Fosbury Flop

o Allows the center of mass to pass below the bar, making higher jumps possible with the
same effort.

e Reduces energy expenditure compared to older techniques.

¢ Safer landing with the advent of foam mats, reducing risk of injury.

¢ Widely adopted in modern athletics due to efficiency and effectiveness.

Historical Achievement

e 1968 Mexico City Olympics: Fosbury won the gold medal with a jump of 2.24 meters,
introducing the world to his innovative technique.
e His method is now standard in high jump competitions worldwide.

Direction of Change of Javelin’s Centre of Gravity to Reduce Range: Forward

Introduction

¢ Injavelin throw, the centre of gravity (CG) of the javelin plays a crucial role in determining
its flight distance and stability.

e The International Association of Athletics Federations (IAAF) introduced modifications in
the 1980s to reduce excessively long throws for safety reasons.

Principle of Centre of Gravity in Javelins

e Centre of Gravity (CG): The point in an object where its mass is considered to be
concentrated.

¢ Inajavelin, CG affects aerodynamics and flight trajectory.
e Forward shift of CG: Moves the weight toward the tip of the javelin.

Effect of Forward CG on Range

e Causes the javelin to pitch downward earlier during flight.
¢ Reduces the total flight distance because the aerodynamic lift is less effective.

Page8
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e Helps prevent throws from going too far and hitting spectators or crossing field
boundaries.

Historical Context

o Before the 1980s, throws by elite male javelin throwers exceeded 100 meters, creating
safety hazards.
¢ In 1986, the men’s javelin specifications were revised:
o CG moved 4 cm forward.
o Tail surface area is reduced to enhance stability.
e The women'’s javelin underwent a similar adjustment in 1999.

Illustrative Example

e Before adjustment: Throws often exceeded 100 m; javelin could land flat or tail-first, creating
safety risks.

o After forward CG adjustment: Throws reduced by 10—15 meters on average; javelin lands
tip-first, improving safety and predictability.

Tailwind Limit for Sprinters Attempting to Set/Break Records: 2 m/s

Introduction

e Intrack and field events, environmental conditions such as wind speed significantly affect
sprint performance.

e To maintain fairness and standardization, there is an official limit on tailwind during
record attempts.

Definition of Tailwind

e Tailwind: Wind blowing in the same direction as the sprinter’s motion.
o Effect: Reduces air resistance, allowing sprinters to run faster than their actual capability.

Official Tailwind Limit

e According to World Athletics (formerly IAAF) rules:
o Maximum allowable tailwind = 2.0 meters per second (m/s) for a record to be
officially recognized.
e Reason for limit:
o Ensures performance comparability across competitions.
o Maintains integrity of records by preventing artificially enhanced results.

Measurement Procedure

e Wind speed is measured using an anemometer placed near the track, typically 1.22 m
above the ground and within 2 meters of lane 1.
¢ Measurement is taken over the first 10 seconds of a 100 m sprint or duration of relevant

segment in other sprint events.
lllustrative Example
e Usain Bolt’s 100 m World Record (9.58 s, 2009):
o Wind speed recorded: +0.9 m/s (within the 2 m/s limit).

e If wind had exceeded 2 m/s, the time would not be eligible as a world record.

Impact of Tailwind on Sprint Performance

e Tailwind <2 m/s: Legally helps sprinters improve performance.
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e Tailwind >2 m/s: Gives unfair advantage, record is disqualified for official purposes.
e Helps coaches and athletes plan training and competition strategies.

Questions and Answell‘.s to the previous day’s

daily quiz: 1. The title A':P.J Abdul Kalam was
mainly associated with. A‘ns: Missile Man of
India '

2. It is said that Kalam nartowly missed out on
this ambition of his. Ans: Indian Air Force

3. Kalam was the project director of India’s first
satellite launch vehicle which deployed this
satellite. Ans: Rohini

4. The definition of Kalam-Raju stents and
Kalam-Raju tablets. Ans: Kalam worked with
cardiologist Bhupathiraju Somaraju and
developed a low cost coronary stent, named
the “Kalam-Raju stent” and designed a
tablet computer named the “Kalam-Raju
tablet”

5. This is the toughest decision he had to take
during his tenure as the President. Ans: Office
of profit

Visual: Identify this person. Ans: Lakshmi
Sahgal. She was the sole opponent of Kalam
during the 2002 presidential elections

Early Birds: C. Saravanan| Tom Alan Faith| Tito
Shiladitya| Arjun Debnath| Piyali Tuli

QuUIZ
A.P.J. Abdul Kalam: The Missile Man of India
Early Life and Education

e Born on October 15, 1931, in Rameswaram, Tamil
Nadu, to a humble family.

e Graduated in Physics from St. Joseph's College,
Tiruchirappalli.

e Earned a degree in Aerospace Engineering from the
Madras Institute of Technology (MIT) in 1960.

Career in Space and Missile Development

e Joined DRDO in 1958, working on hovercraft
technology.

e Moved to ISRO in 1969, leading the Satellite Launch
Vehicle (SLV-3) project, which successfully deployed the
Rohini satellite in 1980.

e Played a pivotal role in the development of India's first
indigenous rocket in the 1960s.

o Directed Project Devil and Project Valiant in the
1970s, aiming to develop ballistic missiles using SLV
technology.

e Led the Integrated Guided Missile Development

Programme (IGMDP), resulting in the development of missiles like Prithvi, Agni, Akash,

Trishul, and Nag.

Nuclear Contributions

e Coordinated the Pokhran-Il nuclear tests in May 1998, which established India as a nuclear

power.

e Served as the Chief Scientific Adviser to the Prime Minister and Secretary of DRDO from

1992 to 1999.

Presidency and Legacy

Elected as the 11th President of India in 2002, serving until 2007.
Known as the “People’s President” for his approachable and humble demeanor.
Advocated for education, youth empowerment, and national development.

Authored several books, including his autobiography “Wings of Fire”.
Recent Tributes
e On October 15, 2025, Bollywood actor Jackie Shroff paid tribute to Dr. Kalam, highlighting

his contributions to science, education, and the nation, and acknowledging his legacy as a
visionary leader who inspired millions.

Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam: The Fighter Pilot Dream
Early Aspirations

Pagelo
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e Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam harbored a deep desire to become a fighter pilot in the Indian
Air Force (IAF).

e In 1958, he appeared for the IAF selection process at Dehradun, where he secured the
9th position out of 25 candidates, missing the selection by just one rank, as only eight
slots were available.

Turning Point

e Devastated by this setback, Kalam traveled to Rishikesh.
e There, he met a sadhu who shared a verse from the Bhagavad Gita, inspiring him to
persevere and pursue his dreams through alternative paths.

Pursuit of Aerospace Engineering

e Undeterred, Kalam pursued Aerospace Engineering at the Madras Institute of
Technology (MIT), graduating in 1960.

e This education laid the foundation for his illustrious career in aerospace science and
technology.

Legacy and Tribute

e In 2006, at the age of 74, while serving as the President of India, Kalam had the
opportunity to fly a Sukhoi-30 MKI fighter jet at the Lohegaon Air Force Base in Pune,
fulfilling his childhood dream.

e On October 15, 2025, Bollywood actor Jackie Shroff paid tribute to Dr. Kalam,
acknowledging his contributions to science, education, and the nation, and
highlighting his legacy as a visionary leader who inspired millions

India’s First Satellite Launch: The Rohini RS-1 Mission

On July 18, 1980, India achieved a significant milestone in its space journey by launching the Rohini
Satellite RS-1, marking the nation's entry into the exclusive group of countries capable of deploying
satellites into orbit using indigenous launch vehicles.

Key Facts:

e Launch Vehicle: The satellite was deployed using the Satellite Launch Vehicle-3 (SLV-3),
India's first indigenously developed launch vehicle.

e Project Director: Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam served as the Project Director for the SLV-3
mission, overseeing its development and successful deployment.

e Launch Site: The launch took place at the Satish Dhawan Space Centre in Sriharikota,
India.

e Satellite Specifications:

o Weight: 35 kg

Power: 16 watts

Instruments: Digital sun sensor, magnetometer, and temperature sensors

Orbit: 305 km x 919 km with an inclination of 44.7°

Mission Duration: 1.2 years (operational), remained in orbit for 20 months

O O O O

Significance:

e Technological Achievement: The successful deployment of RS-1 demonstrated India's
capability to design, develop, and launch satellites using its own technology.

e International Recognition: With this achievement, India became the seventh country
globally to possess the capability to launch satellites into orbit using indigenous technology.

e Legacy: The success of the SLV-3 mission paved the way for subsequent advancements in
India's space program, leading to the development of more sophisticated launch vehicles and
satellites.
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Kalam-Raju Stent and Kalam-Raju Tablet
Introduction

Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, renowned as the "Missile Man of India," made significant contributions
beyond aerospace and defense. Collaborating with Dr. Bhupathiraju Soma Raju, a distinguished
cardiologist, Kalam ventured into healthcare innovation. Together, they developed two notable
technologies aimed at improving medical care accessibility in India: the Kalam-Raju Stent and the
Kalam-Raju Tablet.

Kalam-Raju Stent

e Development and Purpose: In 1998, Dr. Kalam and Dr. Soma Raju developed a low-cost
coronary stent named the "Kalam-Raju Stent." The primary objective was to provide an
affordable solution for coronary artery disease, which was previously treated using imported
stents costing over %1 lakh.

e Impact: The introduction of the Kalam-Raju Stent significantly reduced the cost of coronary
stents in India, making heart treatment more accessible to the general population.

e Recognition: The innovation was recognized with the Defence Technology Spin-off Award in
1998, highlighting its contribution to civilian healthcare through defense technology.

Kalam-Raju Tablet

e Development and Purpose: In 2012, Dr. Kalam and Dr. Soma Raju designed a rugged
tablet computer tailored for healthcare administration in rural and remote areas. The "Kalam-
Raju Tablet" aimed to equip healthcare workers with a portable device capable of performing
various medical tasks, thereby enhancing healthcare delivery in underserved regions.

e Features: The tablet was designed to withstand harsh conditions, ensuring durability and
reliability in challenging environments.

¢ Impact: The deployment of the Kalam-Raju Tablet facilitated improved healthcare services in
rural areas, bridging the gap between urban and rural medical facilities.

Conclusion
Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam's collaboration with Dr. Bhupathiraju Soma Raju led to the creation of the
Kalam-Raju Stent and the Kalam-Raju Tablet, both of which have had a lasting impact on healthcare

accessibility in India. These innovations reflect Kalam's vision of applying scientific advancements to
improve the quality of life for all citizens.

Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam's Toughest Decision: The Office of Profit Bill
Introduction

Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, renowned as the "People's President,"” faced numerous challenges during his
tenure from 2002 to 2007. Among these, his decision regarding the Office of Profit Bill stands out as
the most difficult.

What Is the Office of Profit?

In Indian parliamentary terms, an "office of profit" refers to a position that offers a salary or perks from
the government, which could influence a legislator's independence. The Constitution mandates that
MPs and MLAs should not hold such offices to prevent conflicts of interest.

The Controversy

In 2006, the Indian Parliament passed the Office of Profit Bill, which retrospectively exempted certain
positions from this definition, including the National Advisory Council (NAC) headed by Sonia Gandhi.

This move was perceived by many as a way to shield MPs and MLAs from disqualification.

Kalam's Response
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Upon receiving the bill, President Kalam returned it to Parliament, citing concerns over its
retrospective application and the need for clearer guidelines. He emphasized the importance of
transparency and fairness in such matters.

Despite his reservations, when the bill was sent back unchanged, President Kalam signed it,
acknowledging the constitutional process.

Legacy
This episode highlighted the delicate balance a President must maintain between constitutional duties
and personal convictions. Dr. Kalam's decision remains a significant moment in India's political
history.
Visual Aids
To further understand this topic, consider the following visual aids:

¢ Image of Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam: A portrait of the 11th President of India.

o Diagram of the Office of Profit Concept: An infographic explaining what constitutes an

office of profit in the Indian context.

¢ Timeline of the Office of Profit Bill: A chronological chart detailing the events leading up to
and following the bill's passage.

Ahmedabad all set to host

2030 C'wealth Games
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KOLKATA

The Executive Board (EB)
of Commonwealth Sport
on Wednesday recom-
mended Ahmedabad as
the proposed host city for
the 2030 Centenary Com-
monwealth Games.

Even though a press re-
lease said the final decision
on this will be taken at the
Commonwealth Sport
General Assembly in Glas-
gow on November 26, it is

likely to be a formality. :
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Ahmedabad all set to host 2030 C’wealth Games
3EHSIEIE 2030 BIAAIX =T B Ao & forg duR

e The Executive Board (EB) of Commonwealth Sport on Wednesday recommended
Ahmedabad as the proposed host city for the 2030 Centenary Commonwealth Games.
PIATAR W & TFIfed IS (EB) = FUIR HI 2030 YR BT T &1 AoaH &
foQ SrgHQTaTE ) URATTAd AoiaT Wex & U & g

e Even though a press release said the final decision on this will be taken at the
Commonwealth Sport General Assembly in Glasgow on November 26, it is likely to be a
formality.

BTt T U fagita & de1 T fob 39 WR sifaw o 26 -TdaR & @i § sra-aed T
SR Sriqett § foran smem, I8 GuraH ¢ i a8 Fad siuaradr gif |

e Ahmedabad, which is also in the race to bid for the 2036 Olympics, and Nigerian capital
Abuja had submitted their proposals to host the 2030 Games.

SGUSIETS, S 2036 Seifa &t aiell & +ft 8, 3R ATgonf¥arg Isrem= Srgelt 7 2030 T
ASSHT & feTT 30 URrd ST foh T o
e Following a detailed process overseen by the Commonwealth Sport Evaluation

Committee, which assessed candidate cities against a wide range of criteria, Ahmedabad
was chosen over Abuja.
T TS TaTequRH SRS gRT <A T fawqgd uishan & a1g, forem Iufiqar 2l &
T s AMGS! & YR W o, AGHSIETE ! SgeiT TR AT T[T
e The Indian Olympic Association (IOA) and Commonwealth Games Association India
(CGAI) president P.T. Usha said, “The Games would not only showcase India’s world-class

sporting and event capabilities, but also play a meaningful role in our journey towards Viksit
Bharat 2047.”

33T Siicifie THIRITRM (10A) IR SHAR! 7T THIRERH $f$ar (CGAl) T reme
P.T. T A HgT, " 7 Had HRd $I f3y-Ta<g W 3R maie emarat & uelRid w37, afes
AR fawRia URd 2047 &t 91 H T Te@yut YfieT off fume
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Kashmir college changes name of auditorium to ‘Lal Ded’ from ‘Lalla Arifa’
following protests
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Weather system to bring heavy rain in T.N. till October 21
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Kashmir college changes name
of auditorium to ‘Lal Ded’ from
‘Lalla Arifa’ following protests

) Peerzada Ashiq

SRINAGAR

Kashmir’s prominent Go-
vernment College for Wo-
men in Srinagar on Wed-
nesday announced that it
had changed the name of
its auditorium to ‘Lal Ded’
from ‘Lalla Arifa’.

The development
comes in the wake of prot-
ests by Kashmiri Pandits.

“Good to see the audito-
rium’s name changed from
Lalla Arifa to Lal Ded.
When will the other names
be restored? Lal Ded, the
mystic saint, will live forev-
er for Kashmir,” said Ravin-
der Pandita, head of the
Save Sharda Committee.

During the day, the col-
lege hosted a function at
the ‘Lal Ded’ auditorium,
which was attended by
Jammu and Kashmir Edu-
cation Minister Sakeena
Itoo. The Minister com-
mended the college for be-
ing a “cornerstone of wo-

Abhay Sopori, a prominent
Kashmiri Pandit santoor player,
had refused to perform at the
college over the auditorium’s
name. FILE PHOTO

men’s empowerment” and
announced the construc-
tion of a new 1,000-seat
auditorium at the event
held to mark the college’s
75th anniversary.

In August this year, Ab-
hay Sopori, a prominent
Kashmiri Pandit santoor
player, composer, and con-
ductor, refused to perform
at the college over the
name given to the auditori-

um after the 14th-century
poet, referred to as Lallesh-
wari by Kashmiri Pandits
and Lalla Arifa by Muslims.

Welcoming the develop-
ment, Mr. Sopori told The
Hindu: “Lal Ded is a name
that is equally regarded by
both communities. I did
not perform at the colleg-
e’s musical festival after the
auditorium’s name was
pointed out to me. I can-
celled my performance in
protest.”

The college had planned
a festival to celebrate In-
dia’s classical music herit-
age from August 23 to 25 at
the auditorium.

“Kashmir has seen a lot,
and the time has come not
to invest in names that
cause friction. I will always
stand for the culture of
Kashmir,” added Mr.
Sopori.

When contacted, the
college principal, Prof. Yas-
meen Farooq, refused to
comment.

Kashmir college changes name of auditorium to ‘Lal Ded’ from ‘Lalla Arifa’
following protests

;ﬁ%mwm%mmm‘wm’ﬁW‘m

Kashmir’s prominent Government College for Women in Srinagar on Wednesday
announced that it had changed the name of its auditorium to ‘Lal Ded’ from ‘Lalla Arifa’.

HIUR & URIG Ta-de Bids BR a8+, iR A §UaR &1 9o o1 i 39 suA
eI as &1 A1 e ARGr I Joad: AT 38° FR AT
The development comes in the wake of protests by Kashmiri Pandits.

Tg fAofg Foi dfedal & faRiy & a1 forr man g1
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“Good to see the auditorium’s name changed from Lalla Arifa to Lal Ded. When will the other
names be restored? Lal Ded, the mystic saint, will live forever for Kashmir,” said Ravinder
Pandita, head of the Save Sharda Committee.

g SIIX 3eST A % SHfSIRTH o1 T arean SifvwT A ara S8 &= a1 man| a1t AW
& 9810 SN11? TTe S8, I8 W Ud SR F g go sifad B+, a1 e € qa AR
PR & 7T AR ufsar o1
During the day, the college hosted a function at the ‘Lal Ded’ auditorium, which was
attended by Jammu and Kashmir Education Minister Sakeena Itoo.

&7 o wicw 7 ara 3 SiffeeiNaw & te srfeww maifoid frar, ford vy ok sk 6t
e w=ft wtaT 3= <nfia g2
The Minister commended the college for being a “cornerstone of women’s empowerment”
and announced the construction of a new 1,000-seat auditorium at the event held to mark
the college’s 75th anniversary.

A A Bichel BT “HigeT ARMFIBN BT YR T TAT 3R Hicksl i 7581 TS &
IUded H T 41 1,000-Hie a1 TSI S B 9Ivon St |
In August this year, Abhay Sopori, a prominent Kashmiri Pandit santoor player,
composer, and conductor, refused to perform at the college over the name given to the
auditorium after the 14th-century poet, referred to as Lalleshwari by Kashmiri Pandits and
Lalla Arifa by Muslims.

39 a9 ST T, IR Y ufed OR arg®, Tiaer ok Sarae srvg Jast 3
DI § TR B I SAHR B 601 U1 Rl ATSCINGH BT A 149t TSt B Hafy=t & 41
TR TG T T, o wRii ufea aeayst ok gitaw wyer e Skt & 91 ¥ o d B
Welcoming the development, Mr. Sopori told The Hindu: “Lal Ded is a name that is equally
regarded by both communities. | did not perform at the college’s musical festival after the
auditorium’s name was pointed out to me. | cancelled my performance in protest.”

59 010 31 W1 HRd gu At WAt 7 7 /59 gl “ard 38 U1 11 ¢ o 1 9ge
T U ¥ G <d 8 1 519 Gl STSSINT| &1 A1 i T, df 37 Sias & Tiftd Sxia o
TR g forar 3R faRTe TRy SO BRI g H fean)”

The college had planned a festival to celebrate India’s classical music heritage from
August 23 to 25 at the auditorium.

PIael = 23 | 25 TR dh SATSNTH H HRd B AT S faRTad &1 91y 771 & forw
T IoHd AT B Bl AT 575 A |

“Kashmir has seen a lot, and the time has come not to invest in names that cause friction. |
will always stand for the culture of Kashmir,” added Mr. Sopori.

“HYUR 7 950 $ oW1 ¢, 3T THT 3T 747 ¢ b UF A 7 9wy 7 fovan Sme ot e den
HY| T R HIUR B TXpfa & ger & wa1 g, of Fraet 3 et
When contacted, the college principal, Prof. Yasmeen Farooq, refused to comment.

U B R Bic o1 fFiRrge MhaR argHi— Bee A ool H37 § 396R & faa
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Weather system to
bring heavy rain in

T.N. till October 21
GS I: Geography: Climate §

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNALI

Widespread rainfall lashed
several parts of Tamil Nadu
in the early hours of Wed-
nesday, with a few coastal
areas experiencing intense
downpour, under the in-
fluence of a prevailing
weather system over the
Bay of Bengal. Heavy rain-
fall is expected to continue
over many districts this
week.

The strengthening of
easterly/northeasterly
winds over the region sig-
nals the impending arrival
of the northeast monsoon.
The Regional Meteorologi-
cal Centre (RMC) said the
simultaneous withdrawal
of the southwest monsoon
and onset of Northeast
monsoon was likely on
Thursday.

An upper air cyclonic
circulation over coastal Ta-
mil Nadu and adjoining Co-
morin area is cited as one
of the reasons for wet
weather in the State. In its
bulletin, the RMC forecast
the wet spell to continue
till October 21.

On Thursday, four dis-
tricts, including Tirunelveli
and Ramanathapuram,
may receive very heavy
rainfall. Heavy rain is likely
in 22 districts, including Vi-
rudhunagar, Villupuram
and the Nilgiris.

Many coastal districts,
including Chennai and
neighbouring districts, are
likely to receive intense
rainfall.

Water released

In the 24 hours ending at
8.30 a.m. on Wednesday,
Ennore in Chennai record-
ed very heavy rainfall of 14
cm. Kathivakkam (10 cm),
Manali New Town in Chen-
nai and Kodanad in Nilgiris
district (9 cm each), Wim-
co Nagar in Chennai (8 cm)
also reported heavy rain-
fall. Several districts re-
ceived light to moderate
rainfall.

The Water Resources
Department released
about 700 cubic feet per
second (cusecs) of water
from the Poondi reservoir,
and 200 cusecs from the
Red Hills reservoir on Wed-
nesday as precaution.

g+ &1 QalgH S|
e On Thursday, four districts, including Tirunelveli and Ramanathapuram, may receive very
heavy rainfall. Heavy rain is likely in 22 districts, including Virudhunagar, Villupuram, and

the Nilgiris.

Weather system to bring heavy rain
in T.N. till October 21

I YOITel! | 21 TR b
aftranrg ¥ Yt auf grft

e Widespread rainfall lashed several
parts of Tamil Nadu in the early hours of
Wednesday, with a few coastal areas
experiencing intense downpour, under the
influence of a prevailing weather system over
the Bay of Bengal. Heavy rainfall is expected
to continue over many districts this week.
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e The strengthening of
easterly/northeasterly winds over the region
signals the impending arrival of the northeast
monsoon.
& & qdf/Sw-gdf gars &1 Torgg SwR-gd
YA & AT BT b ol 8

e The Regional Meteorological Centre
(RMC) said the simultaneous withdrawal of
the southwest monsoon and onset of
Northeast monsoon was likely on Thursday.
&g Hraw fag= %5 (RMC) A &1 b gfaror-
Uf3m AT $ i} ok IWR-Yd AHYA Bt
T YHAd: THEAR DI I

e Anupper air cyclonic circulation
over coastal Tamil Nadu and a djoining
Comorin area is cited as one of the reasons
for wet weather in the State. In its bulletin, the
RMC forecast the wet spell to continue till
October 21.
at afireATg SR U & HIMIRE & o
S AGHS Y FshaTdl TRWEROT B I H
TRYT T HT UH SR S T8 1 30
goifed |, RMC 7 21 3fagaR db FTIRST IRy

THaR &I faeAadelt ok IWATYRA ied IR foral & sraaftre it auf g1 vt 3|
faryTR, fagqRy ik Ffrafirdt wfgd 22 foral & st sl &t Gy 1

e Many coastal districts, including Chennai and neighbouring districts, are likely to receive

intense rainfall.
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e Inthe 24 hours ending at 8.30 a.m. on Wednesday, Ennore in Chennai recorded very
heavy rainfall of 14 cm. Kathivakkam (10 cm), Manali New Town in Chennai and
Kodanad in Nilgiris district (9 cm each), Wimco Nagar in Chennai (8 cm) also reported
heavy rainfall. Several districts received light to moderate rainfall.

JUAR g 8.30 T 9P & 24 Gl H, AAS & TAR & 14 A 3t 9ga U quf oo 31 1)
FiAgard (10 A, AAF BT FATA! Y 1384 R Hafidt B &1 wlemrs (o T ud®),
A3 BT farp! TR (8 A & ot Tt auf 521 &2 et & geadt A wegw quf ol 1 15|

e The Water Resources Department released about 700 cubic feet per second (cusecs) of

water from the Poondi reservoir, and 200 cusecs from the Red Hills reservoir on
Wednesday as precaution.

oIe TATYA FAUTT 3 FraeT & dR R gUaR S YE SR S T 700 FEE UM SR
s feed STam=/™ d 200 FHS T+ SIS

The road to gender equity in courts

omen'’s under-rep-
resentation,

particularly in

India’s higher
judiciary, continues to be a sad
reality. As highlighted by the India
Justice Report 2025, women
constitute only 14% of judges in
the High Courts and a mere 3.1% In
the Supreme Court. Among the 34
Judges of the Supreme Court,
there is only one woman. The
stlver lining is her expected
elevation as the first woman Chief
Justice of India. If no woman is
inducted before she completes her
tenure, the highest court of the
country may have the unenviable
distinction of not having even a
token representation of women.,
Out of 25 High Courts, only one is
headed by a woman Chief Justice.

This stark deficiency has been
flagged in the past, and several
Jjudges have also voiced their
concern. However, no serious
effort seems to have been made to
correct this imbalance, and the
situation remains dismal in this
hollowed domain.

The main reason for this gender
disparity is the current C i
system of induction of judges in
the High Courts and the Supreme
Court. The Collegium consists of
the Chief Justice and a few other
judges. In such a highly networked
‘elitist chub’, women and other
underprivileged sections of
soclety are at a great disadvantage.

Need for reform

The lower courts fare much better
on this front, since judges at this
level are selected through
competitive examinations that
open the doors equally to women
and men. As a result, women
account for nearly 38% of the
overall strength of the lower
Judiclary.

The numbers could rise further
with better promotional
opportunities and a
gender-friendly infrastructure.
Nearly 20% of the district court
complexes in 2023 lacked separate
todlets for women, according to 3
report published by the Centre for
Research and Planning of the

Archana
Ramasundaram
s a retired OGP and
has also served st 0
Member, Lokpal

The gender
imbalance in
the higher
Judiciary can be
corrected if
there is a
nationaHesel
competition for
judicial
appointments

Supreme Court.

This gender imbalance in the
higher judiciary can be corrected
if there is an open, national-level
competition for judicial
appointments, similar to those for
the 1AS, IFS, and IPS. This
suggestion is not new.

In recent years, this idea has
gained traction and found support
from President Droupadi Murmu.
In her address at the Constitution
Day function organised by the
Supreme Court in November 2023,
she suggested the creation of an
AlkIndia Judicial Service, This, she
said, would be a system “in which
judges can be recruited through a
process which is merit-based,
competitive and transparent. Such
a system can offer opportunities to
the less-represented soclal groups
ako”

Unfortunately, this suggestion
has faced stiff resistance from both
the judiciary and the Bar; in their
view, this may result in executive
interference and dilute the judicial
autonomy. However, this
argument is not convincing. If
there s no evidence of any
executive interference in the
selection of the lower judiciary
through competitive exams, how
would a similar system affect the
independence of the higher
Judiciary? On the contrary, an
open competitive examination
would ensure a uniform
merit-based selection process and
bring the much-needed
transparency, while reducing the
influence of biases and patronage,
and creating a more inchusive
judiciary.

UPSC as a model

To counter such concerns, a
special mention needs 1o be made
of the crucial role played by the
Unibon Public Service Commission
(UPSC) in holding a pan-India
competitive examination anmually
for recruitment to the Civil
Services.

Over the decades, the profiles
of successful candidates in the
UPSC Civil Services examination
have witnessed a remarkable
diversity in thelr social and

economic backgrounds. Out of the
1,009 candidaes selected in the
year 2024, there are 318 from the
OBC, 160 from SC, 87 from ST, and
109 from EWS. Women have
scripted a new history; the top 25
successful candidates include 11
women. In fact, both first and
second ranks were secured by
women.

The scenario in the IPS Is even
more heartening. In 2024, 54
women joined the IPS, comprising
28% of the total strength.

Way forward

Article 312 of the Constitution
empowers Parliament to create
new All-India Services, including
an All-India Judictal Service, 1o
ensure uniform recruitment,
training, and service standards.
Omne hopes that such a service
comes into existence soon. Once
constituted, the control over the
Indian Judicial Service should vest
with the Supreme Court,

However, the examination
should be open to all Indians and
conducted by the UPSC, based on
the eligibility standards and other
criteria prescribed by the
Supreme Court in consultation
with the High Courts. This would
Inject the much-needed
impartiality, transparency, and
diversity in the selection process
of the higher judictary.

Those selected should work
under the control of the Supreme
Court or the High Court
concerned, as the case may be.
The modalities, of course, are to
be decided by these courts,
including those relating to a
comprehensive basic training
programme after their selection.

To recall the famous words of a
former Prime Minister of France,
Georges Clemenceau, “War is too
Important a matter to be left to
generals”™,

Similarly, justice is also too
serious 4 matter to be left entirely
to the judiciary.

The citizens of this country also
have a stake in this matter and
need to be given access to the
selection process to ensure an
Inclusive judiciary.
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The Road to Gender Equity in Courts
qraTedl | T JaTar o fo=m
Women’s Under-Representation in Higher Judiciary

I ArguTferssT § Afgarsii &1 reu-yfaffie

o Women’s under-representation, particularly in India’s higher judiciary, continues to be a
sad reality.

éﬁgﬁmm-m,mwﬁwﬁﬁmﬁ,wmwﬁwﬁ
|

e As highlighted by the India Justice Report 2025, women constitute only 14% of judges in the
High Courts and a mere 3.1% in the Supreme Court.

ST f India Justice Report 2025 ¥ ISR fosam a1 3, AfRwst &1 TWe 818 P H dhad
14% 3R THiH HIE & FHad 3.1% g

¢ Among the 34 judges of the Supreme Court, there is only one woman.
T $1E & 34 =arardhi=n & Fad v Afgar g

e The silver lining is her expected elevation as the first woman Chief Justice of India.
THRIED UGS T8 & [ 3¢ HRd &I Ugal Afgar &I Arhi=r g7 &1 1&g

¢ If no woman is inducted before she completes her tenure, the highest court of the country
may have the unenviable distinction of not having even a token representation of women.
gfe I BrihTe G Bl W UG PIs Higell Hged el gidl, dl G¥ & Tt =ararerd d
Tfgarsii 1 ufafFRid 9 8 &1 Sy 38 S|

e Outof 25 High Courts, only one is headed by a woman Chief Justice.
25 §TS ®Iel & I Had TP $I g Afgal T Arnedi=r ol |

e This stark deficiency has been flagged in the past, and several judges have also voiced their
concern.

39 WY HH B Ugd H ISR fHar 1T 8, 3R Bs ez 3 g+ fidr saad o1 g

e However, no serious effort seems to have been made to correct this imbalance, and the
situation remains dismal in this hollowed domain.

IS, T SRIGAT B! YURA & o 1S iR v 7t fovam 7, iR =9 & ) fRufy
BRNIEEEACRIER]

Reasons for Gender Disparity
AP ST & HRUT

e The main reason for this gender disparity is the current Collegium system of induction of
judges in the High Courts and the Supreme Court.

2 Qe SRHAT &1 T HRUI 8T8 HI AR Johd w1 7 arandhent & fgfad &1 adum
mﬁmﬁlﬂ%
e The Collegium consists of the Chief Justice and a few other judges.
A g1 AT oiR $3 3 e 2 B
e In such a highly networked ‘elitist club’, women and other underprivileged sections of society
are at a great disadvantage.

aﬁjﬁ%ﬂ%ﬁ?ﬁ%ﬂﬁ‘@ﬁ?&ﬂ@ﬁ,ﬂ%ﬁf@@?ﬂ%%mdﬁﬁﬁﬁmmm
|

Need for Reform
YR DT TaRgDhdl

e The lower courts fare much better on this front, since judges at this level are selected through
competitive examinations that open the doors equally to women and men.

et sreradl # 59 9w § fRUfY SR §, Fife 59 WR & <arandher o1 99+ ufaeasff
emelt & Areny A i B, S AfRrai 3iR gout S % T 9HH SaWR UeH B!
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As a result, women account for nearly 38% of the overall strength of the lower judiciary.
oRumeRaEy, Afgarsit &1 we Aad e ot $d fed H T 38% &

The numbers could rise further with better promotional opportunities and a gender-
friendly infrastructure.

JER UG & AR 3R AN SHA AT & 1Y Jg T 3R 96 Tl g
Nearly 20% of the district court complexes in 2023 lacked separate toilets for women,
according to a report by the Centre for Research and Planning of the Supreme Court.

I B & R 3R w1 Tex &t R & 3R, 2023 H el =g ufeRt &7 arHT
20% ¥ Afgersit & g st Xitarad et U1

This gender imbalance in the higher judiciary can be corrected if there is an open, national-
level competition for judicial appointments, similar to those for the IAS, IFS, and IPS.

I TRt § 39 Afe SRiqe 1 QU] o Wabdl 3 T, =R it 3 ke
AP TG wferdifa g1, 59 IAS, |Fsaﬁ?|Psé?1%ﬂzsﬁ?ﬁ%| =

In recent years, this idea has gained traction and found support from President Droupadi
Murmu.

1A & N H, 39 AR &1 1fd fireft & oiR 39 wryufa Siudt g9 &1 wmed= o gen g

In her address at the Constitution Day function organised by the Supreme Court in
November 2023, she suggested the creation of an All-India Judicial Service.

TdE 2023 ¥ GUH BIC gRT Sifora Afae faas srdepw & oua dales §, 3514 9d-HRd
1% /a1 97 &1 g1a |

She said it would be a system “in which judges can be recruited through a process which is
merit-based, competitive, and transparent. Such a system can offer opportunities to the
less-represented social groups also.”

311 Fel fos T U T voret g s araneen &) Afve-smurfya, ufawadf oz urexif
uferan & A1y ¥ g oo o gwar g1 O yonet v ufafafRia ara armnfie Tl @ oft
AR UG HR Il g

Unfortunately, this suggestion has faced stiff resistance from both the judiciary and the
Bar, as they fear executive interference and dilution of judicial autonomy.

QUTIaRT, S YN ST ITHAT <ATAUTIRIBT 3R aR Gl & Hal HfaRIY g1l ©, Tifd 3o
SRS gxaay 3R UTR% Tarar § $H HT e 5 1

However, this argument is not convincing. If there is no evidence of any executive
interference in the selection of the lower judiciary through competitive exams, how would a
similar system affect the independence of the higher judiciary?

BIclifp, g ddb Jamoie el ¢ | afe ufaeaslf auftenait & Arew 3 fech arufee & 9g9 o
ﬁﬁma?r&mﬁmm TXI&Y BT YA el ©, O U1 JHH YUTTel! I <UTIUT(eIehT o1 Iad=idT i o
°) ?

On the contrary, an open competitive examination would ensure a uniform merit-based
selection process, bring transparency, reduce the influence of biases and patronage, and
create a more inclusive judiciary.

3 fquild, Th et afaaiht wien gHd sl gurs afive-smenfya au= uftear, et
TR, F1 S yaiig iR wRerdpdrg &1 gHTE, 3R 99T Ue Sifies waTaRft
AT

UPSC as a Model
UPSC U® Hlsd & =0 A

To counter such concerns, a special mention needs to be made of the crucial role played by
the Union Public Service Commission (UPSC) in holding a pan-India competitive
examination annually for recruitment to the Civil Services.

3 ferarsit &1 I B & e, U faviy w0 3 Iy § & W e Jar ST
(UPSC) &1 Agayul e, S Iquf YRd wR W aifife uferanft wdten smaifoa w1 @
fafae Jar wdf & foruy

Over the decades, the profiles of successful candidates in the UPSC Civil Services
examination have witnessed a remarkable diversity in their social and economic
backgrounds.
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&I & gRM, uPsC fufa dar wften & wora suficart &1 tiwsa & 376 I ok
3nfifes gy o Seora- fafgerar 3t 1 3

e Out of the 1,009 candidates selected in the year 2024, there are 318 from OBC, 160 from
SC, 87 from ST, and 109 from EWS.
Iy 2024 T 99fd 1,009 SWfigaRI & ¥, 318 OBC, 160 SC, 87 ST 3R 109 EWS I |

e Women have scripted a new history; the top 25 successful candidates include 11 women.
Afgarstt 7 71 3fagr <t §; W 25 wwa Iufigart & 11 afgemy Wiy &

e Infact, both first and second ranks were secured by women.
Id H, gget SR gusl ¥ alA Afgersi 7 Ui $

e The scenario in the IPS is even more heartening. In 2024, 54 women joined the IPS,
comprising 28% of the total strength.

éps 7 fRyfey R 1t SITES® g1 2024 H, 54 AfFAT IPS A WA g%, ST Hat AT BT 28%
I

Way Forward

3 &1 HART

e Article 312 of the Constitution empowers Parliament to create new All-India Services,
including an All-India Judicial Service, to ensure uniform recruitment, training, and service
standards.

AU & 3Tedg 312 & d8d UG B! 1T Td-HRd A13if Bt R &7 SR 7, s ad-
YR TR Aar il 8, arfes gam yoif, ufRreror 3iR Tar aes fdd fog o 9d |

e One hopes that such a service comes into existence soon. Once constituted, the control over

the Indian Judicial Service should vest with the Supreme Court.

3 § fr Ut Qa1 Sieg Sif%id # Mwh | T aR e d 81 W, HRAGI e Jar )R gz
gite F¢ & g g1 TR

o However, the examination should be open to all Indians and conducted by the UPSC, based
on eligibility standards and other criteria prescribed by the Supreme Court in consultation
with the High Courts.
graifes, adiem it yRdal & forg et g1 =nfey 3R uPsC gRT o &t St =g, i
gta B¢ gRT 818 HIEH & WU I FHeia umar aHe! $iR 3 AFde! W 3emid gl

e This would inject the much-needed impartiality, transparency, and diversity in the
selection process of the higher judiciary.

S I ATIUITDT & T Ulehd & 3fd sa=aes feaerar, ureRfar ok fafaerar st

e Those selected should work under the control of the Supreme Court or the High Court
concerned, as the case may be.

T SHIGAR] &1 WA ¢ 1 Yl 818 DI & (801 & S 31 Ay |

e The modalities, of course, are to be decided by these courts, including those relating to a

comprehensive basic training programme after their selection.

uforamy, Ay ©U ¥, 39 sreTedl gRT a0 &t ST, o 99+ & §1¢ samas gal ufkieor
HdHH I Gefid ard off =i €1

e To recall the famous words of a former Prime Minister of France, Georges Clemenceau,
“War is too important a matter to be left to generals.”

H & Ud TUFEE STl qad=at & URIG Yee 316 3, “g5 U AT ggayut araen 8 R
R s e W Sier g g g1

e Similarly, justice is also too serious a matter to be left entirely to the judiciary.

3 g, = i Tep 1R Arer 3 R I dRE | arauifereT )R 3ie 8 el B

e The citizens of this country also have a stake in this matter and need to be given access to
the selection process to ensure an inclusive judiciary.

39 I P AN 1 Hft 39 e # iR § ok 3% w9 ufshdn a& ugd < o =nfeu arfes
T FHTARN —ATIUTiereT YRiAd &1 & dobs |
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NSA Doval in Bishkek

for security talks with

Central Asia partners
IGS II: India-Central Asia |

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

Kyrgyz capital Bishkek will
host the meeting of Nation-
al Security Advisers (NSAs)
of India and the Central
Asian Republics this week
where security and terro-
rism will be in focus.

NSA Ajit Doval reached
Bishkek on Wednesday to
participate in the dialogue
with India’s Central Asian
security partners.

The overall security sit-
uation, especially the Af-
ghanistan-Pakistan border
conflict is expected to be
part of the discussion
which comes days after the
Moscow format where four
Central Asian republics
participated in dialogue
with India, Pakistan, Rus-
sia and the Afghan delega-
tion led by Taliban Foreign
Minister Amir Khan Mutta-
qi.

Soon after his arrival in
Bishkek, Mr. Doval held a

Ajit Doval

meeting with the Secretary
of the Security Council of
the Kyrgyz Republic Lt.
Gen. Baktybek Bekbolotov.

“Both sides discussed
bilateral cooperation and
agreed to enhance existing
collaboration on counter-
ing terrorism, radicalisa-
tion, extremism and drug
trafficking,” said the Em-
bassy of India in an
announcement.

On June 6, External Af-
fairs Minister S. Jaishankar
led the 4" India-Central
Asia dialogue that was held
in New Delhi.

Republic Lt. Gen. Baktybek Bekbolotov.
faxd® ygr & @id a1e, 4t < 1 fefifa TRt $t Jran uiwg & wfa /. o R
THIIaP dPaIAad & Y 65 D

o “Both sides discussed bilateral cooperation and agreed to enhance existing collaboration on
countering terrorism, radicalisation, extremism, and drug trafficking,” said the Embassy
of India in an announcement.

<211 vef 3 fguehta TgahT W 7=l & 3R SiTdwarg, Hgdl, TRUGY, 3R G awb Sl B A
H HIN[eT 984N §gIM TR UgHId 0ad &1,” HIRd & garard o U 9o § g

e OnJune 6, External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar led the 4th India-Central Asia dialogue
that was held in New Delhi.

6 S &1, fadwr w=ft ww. sraxiew 3 A% fewelt & smaforg @Y uRa-dsia TRm Targ &1

A |

NSA Doval in Bishkek for security
talks with Central Asia partners
Hexd TR & AEigRT & |91y
%\'&ITEIH'\: & forg fasd® # NsA

e Kyrgyz capital Bishkek will host the
meeting of National Security Advisers
(NSAs) of India and the Central Asian
Republics this week where security and
terrorism will be in focus.

fofifer Tyt faxd e <9 9wR m 3R
Fei el TRTSAT & W ER
TATGHRI (NSA) ﬁéﬁﬁﬁm Hal,
S5 GR&MT 3R ATddHdlg R &1 disd oHl|

e NSA Ajit Doval reached Bishkek
on Wednesday to participate in the dialogue
with India’s Central Asian security
partners.

NSA 3ol gd §UaR & faxdb® ugd e
HRA & Pu1a TRIATS JRET AEGRT & 1Y
TaTG | U Fob |

e The overall security situation,
especially the Afghanistan-Pakistan
border conflict is expected to be part of the
discussion which comes days after the

Moscow format where four Central Asian
republics participated in dialogue with
India, Pakistan, Russia, and the Afghan
delegation led by Taliban Foreign Minister
Amir Khan Muttaqi.
$a e gre fRufa, faRiy =g 4
SEIRAT- T AT T wuy, 7<f &1
fexn g &t 3ufie g, o Hivd! BiHe & 58
f&t a1e orman 8, ord IR Pt ulkmrg
TURTSY = YR, UG, &4, 3R
arfaa™ & fadwr w= snf¥R @™ gearet &
Aqcd arell 3T wfafAfY dsa & 9y
Tare | | ferm

e Soon after his arrival in Bishkek,

Mr. Doval held a meeting with the Secretary

of the Security Council of the Kyrgyz
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Indian-origin former official
Ashley Tellis held in the U.S.

US. Department of Justice's affidavit says that during surveillance, former diplomat was found

meeting Chinese officials on various occasions and accessing information on military hardware

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

fficials, diplomats,

and policy plan-

ners in think tanks
reacted with shock and dis-
belief on the arrest of Ash-
ley Tellis, an Indian-origin
former U.S. government of-
ficia, who has been
charged by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice with being
in possession of secret de-
fence documents and ac-
cessing sensitive informa-
tion on military hardware.
He had been under surveil-
lance over meetings with
Chinese officials for at least
three years.

Mr. Tellis, 64, is a well-
known figure and public
speaker in foreign policy
circles, and knew most offi-
cials handling the India-
U.S. relationship in Delhi
and Washington over the
past decades, since his te-
nure as Special Assistant to
the former U.S. Ambassa-
dor to India Robert Black-
will 2000-2003).

The news was particu-
larly surprising for officials
of the Ministry of External
Affairs, given how Mr. Tel-
lis had what one former of-
ficial called “extraordinary
access” to all levels of fo-

Ashley Tellis was arrested in the U.S. over charges of being in

possession of secret defence documents. GETTY IMAGES

reign policy, defence, and
national security struc-
tures in New Delhi.

“Ashley was among the
few foreigners who had an
equally good equation with
both [the late former]
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi,” a former
official, who called Mr. Tel-
lis a “highly regarded scho-
lar”, said.

Over the weekend, Mr.
Tellis was arrested for the
“unlawful retention of na-
tional defense informa-
tion, in violation of 18
U.S.C. § 793(e)”, a law per-
taining to “gathering,
transmitting or losing na-
tional security informa-
tion, documents,

codes, etc.”, a statement is-
sued by the U.S. Attorney’s
office in Virginia said on
Wednesday, adding that a
Federal district judge
would determine his sen-
tencing if he was convict-
ed, with up to 10 years in
prison or fines.

FBI affidavit

The 10-page affidavit filed
by Intelligence Analyst and
Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation (FBI) Special Agent
Jeffery Scott on October 13
said Mr. Tellis was taken in-
to custody on October 11,
following seizures at his re-
sidence in the town of
Vienna, Virginia, based on
aspecial warrant. “Investi-
gators located over a thou-

sand pages of paper docu-
ments with classification
markings at the TOP SE-
CRET and/or SECRET le-
vels at various locations
within the house,” the affi-
davit said, adding Mr. Tellis
had cooperated in direct-
ing investigators, providing
keys, and unlocking his
computer.

The Hindu spoke to a
number of experts, some
of whom referred to Mr.
Tellis as a “close friend”,
and expressed surprise ov-
er the preliminary findings
of a cache of classified doc-
uments at his home out-
side Washington D.C. Alle-
gations that he had been in
touch with Chinese offi-
cials, including a meeting
on September 15, 2022
where he is alleged to have
carried documents in a
“manila envelope”, and re-
ceived a “red gift bag” from
the officials have been met
with particular comment,
as Mr. Tellis has in articles
and speeches argued for
better India-U.S. relations
in order to contain and
manage the challenge from
China.

The External Affairs mi-
nistry and the U.S. Embas-
sy in Delhi did not com-
ment on the case.

| ndian-origin former official Ashley Tellis held in the U.S

SARST ¥ YRR a & qd Srfreprt uxre! fera & fevraa & foram man

o Officials, diplomats, and policy planners in think tanks reacted with shock and disbelief on the
arrest of Ashley Tellis, an Indian-origin former U.S. government official, who has been
charged by the U.S. Department of Justice with being in possession of secret defence
documents and accessing sensitive information on military hardware.

TR, IeHRT iR e ¢ & Hifa fAafareh 3 wxreft 2fera &t irvart wR smed 8k

disbelief Trad fHar, S R Ta & gd sAR@ TR iftrer § ok 5 siifvet &

ﬁf?i%ﬁgg&nmﬁwﬁ%maﬁ?ﬁwmwm WHPRI 96 Ugd &
|
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o He had been under surveillance over meetings with Chinese officials for at least three years.

98 HH I I I a D+t U1l & AU doh! & BRI FFRE F 9|

o Mr. Tellis, 64, is a well-known figure and public speaker in foreign policy circles, and knew
most officials handling the India-U.S. relationship in Delhi and Washington over the past
decades, since his tenure as Special Assistant to the former U.S. Ambassador to India

Robert Blackwill (2000-2003).

st 2o, 64, fad=r i &= & te Ui afda SiR Adee o 7, iR fUad axre! 4 fawd
IR AR & URA-3ARST Adel BT T aret SHfIBTRT SHfYSHTRA BT I ¥, 579 98 qd
MNP} Teiga e ABIAT (2000-2003) F faRT RIS |

e The news was particularly surprising for officials of the Ministry of External Affairs, given
how Mr. Tellis had what one former official called “extraordinary access” to all levels of
foreign policy, defence, and national security structures in Delhi.

Ig TR faRY U § fae=r varay & fe1ial & fae aiem ara o, aifes ot eferg & o
faeell & Wt TRl & fagwr Hifa, vam ofik It gRam SRamei do “sryRu uger A

e “Ashley was among the few foreigners who had an equally good equation with both [the late
former] Prime Minister Manmohan Singh and Prime Minister Narendra Modi,” a former
official, who called Mr. Tellis a “highly regarded scholar”, said.

TR $ et T T A T TaF T ¥ 3T Ty X9, Jd] G aaie- Rig ok
YYTHAT g WY S & 1Y o1, U d SAISBRY A Fe, i ot efery 1 I wwmfAa
fagr s

¢ Over the weekend, Mr. Tellis was arrested for the “unlawful retention of national defense
information, in violation of 18 U.S.C. § 793(e)”, a law pertaining to “gathering, transmitting
or losing national security information, documents, codes, etc.”, a statement issued by
the U.S. Attorney’s office in Virginia said on Wednesday, adding that a Federal district
judge would determine his sentencing if he was convicted, with up to 10 years in prison or
fines.

e H, 6 S P P W& TSN & IRSTAT Fo1, 18 U.S.C. § 793(e) F Seeig"
& for MRUR fobam ma, Sl S « TR AFADRI, GHATA, BIS 3G B THA HA,
WG e AT WA T G g, SR s atit-rar o SmfeT & sref-f praferd 3 guaR &
g1, 3R ST 73 afg St e e o et forem =amanefi=r 398 T o1 FMufor w3, S 10
AT T S U1 AT 8 G 2

FBI affidavit
FB| gdWATHT

¢ The 10-page affidavit filed by Intelligence Analyst and Federal Bureau of Investigation

(FBI) Special Agent Jeffery Scott on October 13 said Mr. Tellis was taken into custody on
October 11, following seizures at his residence in the town of Vienna, Virginia, based on a
special warrant.

10 B! &1 ga%AHT, STt geferoid faxaus iR FB1 ARy uole Swd Whie gRT 13 Sagar &l
SRR o T, O St a1 i o <o 1 11 SrdgaR & 3% IR fawe, aefiferan & 31 &
TG IRy aRe & SR W fermea # foram |

o ‘“Investigators located over a thousand pages of paper documents with classification
markings at the TOP SECRET and/or SECRET levels at various locations within the
house,” the affidavit said, adding Mr. Tellis had cooperated in directing investigators,
providing keys, and unlocking his computer.

“Srerepdiaff 7 TR & fafirs R R TOP SECRET 3RAT SECRET ¥Rl WR iffpa gwarasil
& U guIR ¥ 3ifUP I UIY,” §ABH H Dl T, 3R SeT fob 4t ¢fery 1 SHerepatait o1
URieRA H31, AT Ue™ F31, 3R U IR B AP B I JganT |

e The Hindu spoke to a number of experts, some of whom referred to Mr. Tellis as a “close
friend”, and expressed surprise over the preliminary findings of a cache of classified

documents at his home outside Washington D.C.

The Hindu = &5 AN & ITa<id &1, foFd @ oo 7 #ft 2fo &t “Toidlat o &, ok
IIRATeA 3.3t & AR I9F W | FiPpd grardeil & URIYS Qe R 31y e |

e Allegations that he had been in touch with Chinese officials, including a meeting on
September 15, 2022, where he is alleged to have carried documents in a “manila
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envelope”, and received a “red gift bag” from the officials have been met with particular
comment, as Mr. Tellis has in articles and speeches argued for better India-U.S. relations in
order to contain and manage the challenge from China.

g IRIY S g8 It STy & 9usd § 3, w15 Ridar 2022 F1 o Wi §, 98l
FHIYT TG Y IBI “H-ar b1 3 gxdras d o 3R el ¥ “drd SUgR S U
P BT AR 7, W ARy fewguft &) 71 8, Fife 4t fey 3 3rq gt 3R Hivo H YRd-
AT Tae § JUR &1 T foran § a1fcs Hi9 & g & FEd SR geiferd fasar s aas |

e The External Affairs ministry and the U.S. Embassy in Delhi did not comment on the case.

o= wamery ok et & smfva garar A 50 ama R &1 fewft 75 #)

Delhi HC seeks response
on vacancies in National
Commission for Minorities

Ishita Mishra
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on
Wednesday sought a res-
ponse from the Union go-
vernment on long-pending
vacancies in the National
Commission for Minorities

The petition says
NCM posts have
remained vacant
since April, when
Chairman Igbal Singh
Lalpura’s term ended

quasi-judicial powers,
should have seven mem-
bers, including the Chair-
person, and the Vice-
Chairperson. The National
Commission of Minorities
Act, 1992 mandates the ap-
pointment of one member
from each of the six minor-

(NCM). court said the petition was ity communities — Muslim,
A Division Bench of raising a very important Christian, Sikh, Buddhist,
Chief Justice Devendra Ku-  issue. Parsi, and Jain.
mar Upadhyaya and Justice “Do not wait for the next “There is a complete
Tushar Rao Gedela, while  date of hearing. Please en-  and systematic incapacita-
hearing a PIL plea filed by  sure that things start mov-  tion of the National Com-
Mujahid Nafees, who ing,” the court said. The mission for Minorities due
claimed to be the convener  petition stated that the to the Centre’s failure to

of the Minority Coordina-
tion Committee working
on the welfare of minori-
ties across India, pointed
out that the commission

posts of chairperson, vice-
chairperson and members
of the NCM have been va-
cant since April, the month
Igbal Singh Lalpura com-

appoint its head and mem-
bers ,” the plea states.

The petition added that
the government’s inaction
is further aggravated by

cannotremain headlessfor pleted his term as the fact that it is in direct
so long. chairman. contravention of the spirit

Granting time to the The National Commis- and letter of a prior order
Central government’s  sion for Minorities which  from the High Court where
counsel to obtain instruc-  works under the Ministry it had expressed its dissa-
tions in the matter, the of Minority Affairs and has tisfaction with such delays.
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Delhi HC seeks response on vacancies in National Commission for Minorities

fewelt B1E DI A Ava FHIRH Wik ArgATNdS § Rfeaal wR siarg |

e The Delhi High Court on Wednesday sought a response from the Union government on
long-pending vacancies in the National Commission for Minorities (NCM).
FYIR &1 faeelt 818 B¢ 7 Fg WBR I AT FUIRM BIR AgAME ST (NCM) T Td 999
q <iferd Rfckrat tR Sare |

e A Division Bench of Chief Justice Devendra Kumar Upadhyaya and Justice Tushar Rao
Gedela, while hearing a PIL plea filed by Mujahid Nafees, who claimed to be the convener
of the Minority Coordination Committee working on the welfare of minorities across India,
pointed out that the commission cannot remain headless for so long.
o1 rTHier ¢ $HR IUTAT 3R FReH qUR 3149 1SeT &1 f$fae o9 7, gelfee
BT GRT GRR WATSTd AP Y §U, F5IH GG DI ATSANNE! BISHTSAR Bt B
OIS 1T, S HRA § 3{eUdBIh] &b STl TR HTH B 8, T8 SAId [T fob SHIRE gt
wdt sraf @ fomm sremer & =18) 35w

e Granting time to the Central government’s counsel to obtain instructions in the matter, the
court said the petition was raising a very important issue.

A § $% TRPR P aBId DI (6 o1 BT JHT 3d §U, BIC A Dl fob ATfIhT U 9gd &t
YUl gl 331 X8 8

¢ “Do not wait for the next date of hearing. Please ensure that things start moving,” the court
said.
“3ATC GAATS B! ARG BT SAR A B2 | UAT T B [ FHLE 51, DIC A gl

e The petition stated that the posts of chairperson, vice-chairperson and members of the
NCM have been vacant since April, the month Igbal Singh Lalpura completed his term as
chairman.
TqifyepT & gl T {6 NCM & 3rehed, IUTHHE 3R ST & U< 3d  Rad €, 5ie ghard
Rig AR 7 3feger F U H SO HRAGTS T 3|

e The National Commission for Minorities, which works under the Ministry of Minority
Affairs and has quasi-judicial powers, should have seven members, including the
Chairperson, and the Vice-Chairperson.
AR FHIE BIR ARG, S ISR SBUH HATAHY & dgd HTH Bl § 3R orad
=R fdkrat &, § AT Hew g aifey, o H sreaer ofk Juredss =i g |

e The National Commission of Minorities Act, 1992 mandates the appointment of one
member from each of the six minority communities — Muslim, Christian, Sikh,
Buddhist, Parsi, and Jain.

HUIRM 3T ATSATRCIS T, 1992 BT SHeuuedd Jqar — gfead, sams, R,

dtg, TR SR O — F J UAS ¥ U TSR e B4 &1 WaU Rl g

e “There is a complete and systematic incapacitation of the National Commission for
Minorities due to the Centre’s failure to appoint its head and members,” the plea states.
it § FeT 4T, “P% @) fAwadr & SR AT FHIRM B AAMES T RE 3R
Fafd ®u § fAfspg g g1

e The petition added that the government’s inaction is further aggravated by the fact that it is
in direct contravention of the spirit and letter of a prior order from the High Court where
it had expressed its dissatisfaction with such delays.
gifeeeT H ag i g1 T o IR $t fAfSpaar 3k 9¢ 7S § Hiife I8 8T8 ®Id S Uga &
TSR P YTTAT 3R U & W Iewrw= A B, FOod 39 Re &1 S8 J iy e foran w1
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Rmm'ators

India needs a refugee policy document
that is non-discriminatory

U nion Home Minister Amit Shah has rightly

stressed the need to make a distinction

between refugees and infiltrators.
Though valid, the problem lies in the application
of objective parameters by those in power to
make a distinction. Even where proper policy
and a legal framework exist, issues may arise. Al-
so at play is the level of official understanding. In
India, which is not a signatory to the 1951 UN Con-
vention on the Status of Refugees and the 1967
Protocol, there is no comprehensive single law
defining who a refugee is, leaving scope for arbi-
trary action. Till the end of March 2025, apart
from the Citizenship Act 1955 and the Passports
Act 1967, three laws (the Foreigners Act, 1946, the
Registration of Foreigners Act, 1939 and the Pass-
port (Entry into India) Act, 1920) were applied to
deal with foreign nationals, including refuge
seekers. From April, the Immigration and Fo-
reigners Act replaced the three pre-Indepen-
dence laws and subsumed the Immigration (Car-
riers’ Liability) Act, 2000. While this streamlined
the legal framework, the absence of a refugee
policy document has also led to different yard-
sticks for the refugee community in India. While
there was a rehabilitation policy in 2014 for about
63,000 Tibetan refugees, there is no such docu-
ment for the nearly 90,000 Sri Lankan Tamils. At
the end of June 2023, the population of refugees
or persons of concern in India was over 2.11 lakh
(also counting those from Myanmar, Afghanistan,
Bangladesh, Africa and West Asia). Any undocu-
mented or overstaying refugee is regarded as an
illegal migrant (Citizenship Act). He can also be
called an infiltrator. Thus, genuine and harmless
refugees risk facing harassment.

Even though the Citizenship (Amendment)
Act, 2019 was aimed at providing citizenship to
six religious minorities belonging to Bangladesh,
Pakistan and Afghanistan, it drew sharp criticism
as it discriminated on the lines of religion and left
out sections of Muslims, and also Sri Lankan Ta-
mils and the Rohingya, both minorities in their
countries. But in a notification last month, un-
documented or overstaying Tamil refugees, who
have registered themselves with the authorities,
were granted exemption from penal provisions of
the Immigration and Foreigners Act, provided
they took shelter in India on or before January 9,
2015. Other groups too have been covered. Still,
there is no change when it comes to the recent
trend of religion-based exclusions. There is noth-
ing fundamentally wrong with the approach of
discreet humanitarian relief to refugees in gener-
al but this has to be backed by consistent, rational
and fair treatment for all.

Refugees, Infiltrators
RO,

¢ India needs a refugee policy document that is non-
discriminatory.
YRd &1 U IRONA e gwards o1 smaxadmdr g o
dgHTRTed Bl

e Union Home Minister Amit Shah has rightly stressed
the need to make a distinction between refugees and
infiltrators.

&5 g Tt Sfdra =E A el ©u I wRonfdEl ok
TSl & g iR HA B SHaRIHd W SR 31 5|

e Though valid, the problem lies in the application of
objective parameters by those in power to make a
distinction.

IS g TET ¢, THwT UE § o i B 90 T avgg
AUEST & AN IR H SIS Ty dd 8 |

e Even where proper policy and a legal framework
exist, issues may arise. ] ]
et Sferd i 3R BT g Hivg €, 981 it JHwnd S
BEEnI

e Also at play is the level of official understanding.

[ SiftrpTieat @) Twer &1 TR off geayf yftret Rurar g1

¢ India is not a signatory to the 1951 UN Convention
on the Status of Refugees and the 1967 Protocol.

YRA 1951 P RN FRUfT 1= UN @ 8k 1967
WeieTa &1 9w T 1

e There is no comprehensive single law defining who

arefugee is, leaving scope for arbitrary action.

PIs AUP THd P o] ¢ ol Ig URHIT X fo TRomS
DI g, o gaTn drf H7 Bt e Eh B

e Till the end of March 2025, apart from the
Citizenship Act 1955 and the Passports Act 1967, three
laws (the Foreigners Act, 1946, the Registration of
Foreigners Act, 1939, and the Passport (Entry into India)
Act, 1920) were applied to deal with foreign nationals,
including refuge seekers.

AR 2025 F 3id d&, ARTRG 1 AfUfrad 1955 3R TG
ST 1967 & Sraar diH S (Fag=M srfefeaw, 1946,
faefRry & ueiieur sifafaaw, 1939, 3R TAId (VR A
wa=) Sif¥feam, 1920) fac=h AR, ford wRomadf o
M 8, & fog ang 3|

e From April, the Immigration and Foreigners Act
replaced the three pre-Independence laws and subsumed
the Immigration (Carriers’ Liability) Act, 2000.

30 9, SmyraTeEe 3R fae=h siftferaw 3 i s od
HTLA B ufaaid forar oiR e (i #t order)
Sftrf=raw, 2000 @ =Ml faan

e While this streamlined the legal framework, the
absence of a refugee policy document has led to different
yardsticks for the refugee community in India.

T S BT o1 &1 IR a1, IR e gxaras
DI SRR A yRd H RN TYera & AT srer-srer
IS Uar ol
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There was a rehabilitation policy in 2014 for about 63,000 Tibetan refugees, but no such
document exists for nearly 90,000 Sri Lankan Tamils.

TTHT 63,000 farsadt IRUMTAAT & fow 2014 ® geats =Hifer o, afe @t 90,000 HidsTs
affrel & fog T B1S A 181 8|

At the end of June 2023, the population of refugees or persons of concern in India was
over 2.11 lakh (also counting those from Myanmar, Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Africa, and
West Asia).

S 2023 & 3fd H, HRd & IR o1 Hefta safeaal &1 e 2.11 ara 9§ sifere off (ore
AR, BT, TS, ShieT 3R ufdm eRmm 3 om ard o «ff wnfee €)1

Any undocumented or overstaying refugee is regarded as an illegal migrant (Citizenship
Act) and can also be called an infiltrator.

DIz ft syafEd ar it vy 9% Yeq arar IRVNAT srde yarft Armiear siftfaam)
AT ST & 3R 39 goaufean ft Hg1 o 9l g

Thus, genuine and harmless refugees risk facing harassment.

3 UBR, 9= 3R gIeRfEd sRunfdal o) Iaftes &1 w1 &A1 Us Iobal o

The Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2019 was aimed at providing citizenship to six
religious minorities from Bangladesh, Pakistan, and Afghanistan, but it drew sharp
criticism for discriminating on religion and excluding Muslims, Sri Lankan Tamils, and
Rohingya.

ARG (R U™, 2019 FT I TRATERT, T 3R G & B8
T SHETHBIDI P! TRDAT Tar BT U, A1 38 4 & YR W AqUTa 3R
gfanl, fees aftral i AT o T8 FRA & BRI Hat ATl BT JHAT HIAT US|

In a notification last month, undocumented or overstaying Tamil refugees, who have
registered with authorities, were granted exemption from penal provisions of the
Immigration and Foreigners Act, provided they entered India on or before January 9, 2015.

frod 7EH Te GEAT H, o vafad ar Sifie JHg a9 I8 ardl dftre IR § &R
g SfIHRG! & U USHdRor [T 7, 3¢ SMuara iR faezh siftfeaw & deroe
YTl ¥ Pe & TS, T2 I 9 T4, 2015 9% HRd H 7a fHar g

Other groups have also been covered, but there is no change regarding the recent trend of
religion-based exclusions.

317 gt &1 off waw foran man B, Qe enf smenfya sfeswwor & gifern g 8 #is sgama
Tei gan gl

There is nothing fundamentally wrong with discreet humanitarian relief to refugees, but it
must be backed by consistent, rational, and fair treatment for all.

IRONTIGT & fo Hpifera A I8 § Jof U I 5 TTald 8] 8, Afb 39 I+t & forg
G, dhEd 3R el sagR & a1y wufia g anfeul
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The future of the IMEC

The India-Middke East-Europe Economic Corvidor visualises maritime connectivity between India and the Arabian Peninsul as well as highspeed trains running from the
ports in the UAE to the Haifa port through Saudi Arabia and Joedan. However, the situation in Wiest Asia mandates that the corridor’s routes adapt i political dymamics

WORLD NGy

e recent trade Briction wich
the US has promgied India to
Inzensity its effiores vo farther
Eversily s ecomamic
meractions with various countries
workluide, While India bas sgned an
agreesnent with the UK., it ks also
a similar agreement with the
ELL In addition 10 such cooapacts, ndi
should also proactrdy develop
frameworks sich as the Indla-Middle
East-Burape Economic Cormidor (IMEC)
The IMEL visualises the upgradation of
maritime commectiviey between India and
the Arabtan Peniready, as well as
Neds-speed rains runming from the poets
I the UAE to the Haifs port n lsrsel
through Susd Arabla and Jordan. The
oods trasspaorted on these networks
woukd be shipped 0 and from Europeas
countries, Addsionally, the IMEC soeks 10
Bk o chean lydroggen pipeline, an
eloctricity cable, a high-speed underses
chiginad cabie aned consolicite existing

snfrastrachare such as ports.
Historical
In 023, the cal comest was

Gvourable for the operationasation of
the IMEC. The Abeaham Accords had
grnecued considerable optimien thar
peace would prevail in Wess Asia, with
sraed and Arab countries workang to build
a stabde relationship, Consexuesuly,
propesals were made 1o build ritwary
Bowes for reghooal peace, commecting the
lsraek poet of Haifx with the Jordanian
rallway neswock, which would be linked
0 ocher poets in the Gulf region
Furthermore, there was significant
upronemment bn India’s relatioes with
Arah countries, particularly with the LAE
and Sandi Arabla. India's relations wich
the U.S. were alio 0o s upward
trajectoey. Such coorvergences fadlitated
the emengence of the lnctla, Iscael, UAE,
and US (202 Bramework, These

New routes! A genensl wew of the Hatla Pert in trsd in 2022 srumoe

peopolitical developments created &
Ervoarable emvironment foe the bunch of
the IMEC an the sidelines of the G20
Sument & Delli, with various leaders of
the EU, France, Germasy, laly, Saadi
Arabia etc. endorsing the initlative,
However, within a few weeks of the
Launch of the IMEC, the seaarty sitiation
i West Asts deteriorated significantly.
The October 7 Hamas attacks, followed by
Ssrael's military actions in the region,
contributed 0o the deteriocation m the
relstioesdiip betwoen Isemel and other
countries m the reglon. These
develog hanve @
about the feasibility of the IMEC,

Mediterramean concerms

Climate change hiss now opened new
transpoet routes through che Aretic, with
the peincipal benoficlaries being countyies
such as the US., Russia, China, and other
northern European nathons. It is now
prossible 1o trasspoet mane goods through

The future of the IMEC

IMEC T Hfasg

the Arctic, significantly reducing
transportation tene and assocksed costs.
Cansequently, there & an expectarion hat
pot citles near the Arctic will emenge as
mew commercial centres,

Amaong IMEC's Exsopean sgrunarkes,
France has both the Medserrancan and
Atlantic coastlines. On the other hand,
Bady has voly the Mediterranean coast
Thus, there i significant concem about
the impBcations of an Arctic trade roote
o0 its sconomy. As a result, lraly and
other Modiserranean countries view the
IMEC 25 & vital platform (o peeserve their
influence in marzime trade
Mediterranean countries maintain (bt (o
bolid a strong position in dobal trade
requires new thinking, new parmees, snd
scaling up of economic engaglement with
leading ecanonues, Indla, with its Sour
erilioe-plos econceny an suseained high
grawth, ks seen i a viable O meet
Pature chullenges, Currenaly, & siill
wncertain whether the Arctic route

India’s Efforts to Diversify Economic Interactions

URd & 3fde dus! ol fafay 91 & o

e The recent trade friction with the U.S. has prompted India to intensify its efforts to further
diversify its economic interactions with various countries worldwide.

e P ST

confers sy Grsigue advantges (o Indi in
terms of reduced transportation costs
Theredore, for India, acvessing European
sarbets through the Mediterranesn route
willl comtinue bo be dmportant.

Ghvens higher per cuprits income,
technological advancements, and
educatioaal progress, Earope will
conhie 0 retgin its rade significance for
India. With trade over $136 bilkion, the EU
Is the Largest trade parmer of India. India
and European countries need so scale up
cannectivity corridars and logistics
oetworks to build resilient supply chains
between the two.

The importance of the IMEC
The recent gropolical developments
Prve dermomstrated that the security of
sea lanes is unpredictable. The Houthd
dsrupion in the Red Sea trade has
prompred considerable tracke 0 go
around the Cage of Good Hope in South
Alrica, increasing the tene and costs of
transportation of goods. [t is also still 1o
waely 80 Getermine ¥ the recen Gaza
peace plan will hokl in the long run
Therefore, It is essentlad o ind new
rottes 20 amplify economic rekitions
Between Inda, West Asla, and Exsope.
Shuce the IMEC b5 2 mudthmemiber
initiative, it gives considerable space for
Inecreagive aj ches to adape w0
charging geopolitiesd dynamics, which
India and Arab countries should leverage.
In addition to the proposed routes in
IMEC, there is a need to explore the
possibdity of eogaging other comamescal
centres sox] ports in Ssdi Arabis and
Egypt. Robast economic interactions
Between Indka and the Arab countries will
alvo pallify Pakistan's attempe vo beild an
allance-like relationship in the region.
While focusing on the security
challenges of IMEC, it is critical not to lose
sight of economic opportumnithes it can
b derived from Inds-Burope
Interactions. India and Europe should act
as bookends by pooling their resources w
Promote pro y in the IMEC region.
Sangay Pulipal ks the Chatrpersos of

I Politeia Research Foundation

TUD! B 3R ¥ fafdey T3 & Ua o A & forw ORka fear g

e While India has signed an agreement with the U.K., it is also negotiating a similar agreement

with the EU.

THE GIST

v

10 2033, the Abraham Accordy
had generated consderable
optiesiun that pesce wosld
prevadl in West Asa, weh lvraed
wnd Acab countries workisg 1o
butid 3 stable relytionahep

v, withen a how wesks of
the lausch of the INEC, the
secunily sltuadion in West Aidd
deteniceated ugnlicantty The
October T Harmas attacks,
folbemnd by nraed's migary
atiored in the region,
contritarded to the
deterieraton in the
aticnihg betmeen bl arel
Ofter courtries ie the megion

Snce the IMECa a
mult-member initodve, it
et consideabie ace S
navative approaches to
adagn to chasging geopaitical
dymarmics, which India and
Acab countries should leverage
Itis 2ls0 critical ot to lose
st of ecosomc
opportunities et can be
dethvnd fram nda-Eurcpe
Interactions

& 1Y HATYTNS q19 2 YR DI g1 o Al S & a1y 3o efdfe

YRT A &, & Y TP FHL W W& fPU 8, Tg1 I8 EU & T1Y TP FHM JHd R
et FR @RI

e |n addition to such compacts, India should also proactively develop frameworks such as the
India—Middle East—Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC).

T UGl & 31aTaT, YRd &1 ishd U J HRd-FAfea Sxe-R1u 3nfife siveiR (IMEC)
¥ g fawRa A =nfeul

e The IMEC visualises the upgradation of maritime connectivity between India and the
Arabian Peninsula, as well as high-speed trains running from the ports in the UAE to the

Haifa port in Israel through Saudi Arabia and Jordan.
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IMEC YRd 3R 3RE URIEIY & o9 ATYfE® WU & ST B Hed-1 Hdl §, T4 & UAE &
MR Y FHTSH & TSWT S8 dF GURBIRS e IAM BI IS g, Off HIhal 3R 3R
WS Y BIHR o |

The goods transported on these networks would be shipped to and from European
countries.

2 Yead W uRarfed awgef & g =N & 3R agt F W e

Additionally, the IMEC seeks to build a clean hydrogen pipeline, an electricity cable, a
high-speed undersea digital cable and consolidate existing infrastructure such as ports.
39 Sffafkad, IMEC Us AT gISgie Urgudrs, Ua faeiell $ad, Th JURBGIRE 3fsvdt
faforea Faa T 3R deMEl SRft e TR B! JRfHd FHRA BT YR Hdl 5 |

Historical Background

e ggyfa

In 2023, the geopolitical context was favourable for the operationalisation of the IMEC.
2023 H, IMEC ®! A & & fo1T YIToHiad deH S d ATl

The Abraham Accords had generated considerable optimism that peace would prevail in
West Asia, with Israel and Arab countries working to build a stable relationship.

SSTEH AN = Tufe 3imemare Uer foan f ufdm wfkmn § wifa $raw W@, 3k sugd
3R 3RT <X & FRR JdY T & o1 S8 I 3 A
Consequently, proposals were made to build railway lines for regional peace, connecting

the Israeli port of Haifa with the Jordanian railway network, which would be linked to other
ports in the Gulf region.

gRumRasy, &g qhifa & fore Yewnt S99 &1 URdTg 31T, Sff SHTSH & gTSWT SR &
Wi+ Yad Aeqd I SiST, O WTel &7 & 3= §GT6! § AT ghT|

Furthermore, there was significant improvement in India’s relations with Arab countries,
particularly with the UAE and Saudi Arabia.

TP AMAT, HRd & 3R ST & 1Y oo} ¥ {0y U T UAE 3R T&hdl 3RE & 1Y
TE@qUl GUR g3l

India’s relations with the U.S. were also on an upward trajectory.
YRA & ARG & T1y Jg¢ 1 gerd gT |

Such convergences facilitated the emergence of the India, Israel, UAE, and U.S. (12U2)
framework.

T I 3 YR, S5, UAE 3R 3T (120U2) o1 & 32T &1 ger fhar|

These geopolitical developments created a favourable environment for the launch of the
IMEC on the sidelines of the G-20 Summit in Delhi, with various leaders of the EU, France,
Germany, Italy, Saudi Arabia etc. endorsing the initiative.

7 YT [T A G-20 RRER Twe, et & R IMEC 31 JFed & i sigpa
JATERYT ST, 3R EU, Wiv, S, geelt, |adt eRa ofe & fafi Jarsht 4 39 uga &I

T fe

However, within a few weeks of the launch of the IMEC, the security situation in West Asia
deteriorated significantly.

BIdifd, IMEC &1 ST & $ o) 51 4, Ui TRmr ¥ grem fRufa w1t Tve 81 151

The October 7 Hamas attacks, followed by Israel’s military actions, contributed to the
deterioration in the relationship between Israel and other countries in the region.

7 AR P SHIN & gHA, TP 91 SHTSA DI AT HIRATSAI A FHFH 3R & & 37
F g Yaelf 1 farms ® g faan

These developments have raised questions about the feasibility of the IMEC.

39 fgel 3 IMEC P HagRIidl IR Jaid ST R |

Mediterranean Concerns

YAHINRIY Riarg

Climate change has now opened new transport routes through the Arctic, with the
principal beneficiaries being countries such as the U.S., Russia, China, and other northern
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European nations.
Saarg Uiad= A 3F 3Thfed & A1ead | 7Y uiag- anf 9id iU §, e gea ardndf e
SARPT, =9, A 3R o I gRIdHT &=i 5|

e Itis now possible to transport more goods through the Arctic, significantly reducing
transportation time and associated costs.
3F fThfed & A1 ¥ 1S [T gRag G444 &, o ufivag 99g ok Jefid arma &
JeiEH HHT T |

e Consequently, there is an expectation that port cities near the Arctic will emerge as new
commercial centres.
URUTTRGEY, T8 3081 $1 o 3@ § o e & Mde devme Wex ¢ aforfs I &
0 H IHA

e Among IMEC’s European signatories, France has both the Mediterranean and Atlantic
coastlines, while Italy has only the Mediterranean coast.
IMEC & TR gxateReare o, iRy & U YHOARRIY 3R sfedifed qedT e o,
e geeil & U Had YHHAINRIY ¢ ¢ |

e There is significant concern about the implications of an Arctic trade route on Italy’s
economy.
JThfe® AR ANl & geeit B fegawuT W YUTE H AHR ST R g

¢ ltaly and other Mediterranean countries view the IMEC as a vital platform to preserve their
influence in maritime trade.

gl SR 3 YHSTATRIT 3% IMEC & G5 AUR & 30+ THTF &1 g1 3@+ & a4 Th
gyl #9 91 §

¢ Mediterranean countries maintain that holding a strong position in global trade requires new
thinking, new partners, and scaling up economic engagement with leading economies.
YASTIRRIY 3% A4 § % afYye saruR & Aoigd fRUfY 9910 799 & foe A8 9, F¢ qrgier
3R TG srfeqarnrsit & A1y nfie JeTa dgM T 3w 7|

¢ India, with its four trillion-plus economy and sustained high growth, is seen as a viable
partner to meet future challenges.
YR, et IR fefers @ aiftre srferawan § oIk R 3= 9f S, &1 ufess &t gifaa
B R HRA & oY U JHIfad IrIeR JHT o1 g |

e Currently, it is still uncertain whether the Arctic route confers any unique advantages to India
in terms of reduced transportation costs.
aaAr § Tg ot off oiff3a  for enmdbfee wnf wRa & v uiae arTa & T d 1%
TRy ey e & § a1 el

e Therefore, for India, accessing European markets through the Mediterranean route will
continue to be important.
SO, YR & fol YWSIATRIT URt & q19d ¥ gRIVg STeRT d@ UgaT1 Hg@yul &1 G|

e Given higher per capita income, technological advancements, and educational
progress, Europe will continue to retain its trade significance for India.
e Ui cafet 3ima, ae-tet wife 3iR e wifd & TeAoR, TR HRA & g o
TS Hged ST Q|

e With trade over $136 billion, the EU is the largest trade partner of India.
$136 fafera ¥ o1 IR & WY, EU YR &1 TG F8T ATUTRS AR ¢ |

e India and European countries need to scale up connectivity corridors and logistics
networks to build resilient supply chains between the two.
YR 3R AT =M ) 1 & o Aoige myfef Haemt s & o Judh SiveR 3R
AMIRERT Aedd dgMH B HTIH g

The Importance of the IMEC
IMEC &T Hgd

e Recent geopolitical developments have demonstrated that the security of sea lanes is
unpredictable.

BT B Y-ITerifae ge-rsi 3 faamn g s wget am ot gReam eifafda 3
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The Houthi disruption in the Red Sea trade has prompted considerable trade to go around
the Cape of Good Hope in South Africa, increasing the time and costs of transportation.
T AFR ATYR B g1 9187 3 HT0! TR &1 AISY AWIBT & HY 3% T[S §1Y & IR 3R
M & e 9fa foran, S ufvag &1 99Y 3R @RTd ¢ T3 |

It is also still too early to determine if the recent Gaza peace plan will hold in the long run.

Tg onft ot T BT 9gd Siedl § T BT Bt AT Znifa Ao del srafy § wirdt g ar |

Therefore, it is essential to find new routes to amplify economic relations between India,
West Asia, and Europe.

Zqfere, URd, uf¥w ufkmn, ok gRIv & o9 snfdfe dauf & sgm & fore Ae anf wiem
AT g |
Since the IMEC is a multi-member initiative, it gives considerable space for innovative

approaches to adapt to changing geopolitical dynamics, which India and Arab countries
should leverage.

f% IMEC Ud 9g-Ue Ugd ¢, I8 Y-IIeifae® gRad-l & S8R Tararyul efdsior
M & foIT gaitd 3R Ue™ &Rdl &, ST @y IR 3R 3RT 3= &l I3T1 91Tl

In addition to the proposed routes in IMEC, there is a need to explore the possibility of
engaging other commercial centres and ports in Saudi Arabia and Egypt.

IMEC H UdTiad | & 3feiTal, Hahdl 3Rd 3R e § 3 qrivrfoues $al 3R sgmmgl &l
QNI B Bt GUIGAT BT Ul T B ST D |

Robust economic interactions between India and the Arab countries will also nullify
Pakistan’s attempt to build an alliance-like relationship in the region.

YR 3R 3R 3= & &7 Horgg Sfdfer wudh &7 o uifrea & Teae S TdY §971 &
T &1t Feed e ¢

While focusing on the security challenges of IMEC, it is critical not to lose sight of economic
opportunities that can be derived from India-Europe interactions.

IMEC & gR&T el R e fgd Hd I9Y, T8 HedUl o fh HIRA-gRIT wael ¥ firem
ardt ST SrawRl B FoRsigre 7 fdar S|

India and Europe should act as bookends by pooling their resources to promote
prosperity in the IMEC region.

YR 3R T HF 30 W1eHt &1 Farex IMEC &8 & I9fg 9em & o goisyd & wu &
BT AT AT
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Why is the fiscal architecture
of municipalities flawed?

Are mnicipal bonds the new froaties of local finance? 1 over-centrafisation of taes a problem?

Tikender Siogh Pasoar
The story so fars

rhan India generstes nearly
two-thinds of the national GOP,
yet its macipalities control

less tham one per cent of the
COunry's tax revenwe, dndian cities sre
N0t gemerating revermoe, not because they
are inefhclens, but becmee the fiscal
architecture has failed them. Today,
nnkciped fiaewe is dependent on
Intee gorvernnsentd pramaders, bours, and
schemes. The core of the peoblens Lies b
the centralisation of toation powers,

How did clties Jose its tax revenoes?
After the Introduction of the Goods and
Servioes Tax (GST), Inaiam Cithes Jost
nearty 19% of thedle own revenie soroes
Octrol, entry tax, and local surcharpes -
the traditional ielines of sramicipal
budgees ~ were subsumed into the GST
fraosewnrk. Prossised compesssory

mech hawve Lacgely byy i the

municipal leved, dosponing cities”
dependence oo State and Central graos
Theeefore, municipalives ok boch
fiscarl autonomy aod predectabie revenne
streams. The result Is o pecultar nversion
of desnocracy - whese power Is
centtraksand and responsibility
ducerralised. Cities are expected 1o
delver solid waste manogement,
affordable housing, climate resiience,

and Sgicd Infrastructure, o without the

resouroes 10 fund such services.

Whst about mumicipal bonds?

Every major policy pronouncement —
from NITI Aspog’s erban strategy (o the
lasest reform-inked lncentive grane
promotes bands a8 the new frontser of
local fsance. Howeser, the crodibility of
Indan mmanicipal bonds remsing
abtvysmadly low. It is not mesely that anes
are unable to generate capital 10 back
thetr boods; it 5 that the very fosoework

ol W credibiley s skewed, A city's
creditwortiiness & often judged narrowly
by 5 "own revenue” performance -
groperty ties, user charpes, and fees —
while complesely discounting the regular
Sorw of graes and transfers from higher
levels of grvermament. This 15 not just an
accounting error; i i an ideological one
Whaen the R or credit rating agencies
discoumn grants as *noa-recurring
mcoene,” they perpesuate the myth thae
cithes survive co charity, Inonuh, these
Wranis are legitimeee eeelenents, pat of
o rodisty Rative compact enshirined i the
Constitution. The 24th Amendment did
Dot conceive of Oithes as beggars before
the State or the Unlon bt as equal thers of
puvernance entithed 1o a share of the tax
pocd. Sanilaly, nstitutions e the Woeld
Bank and Asian Development Baesk have
long argued that ctkes should become
“self-reltane” by Socusing on property tax
collection and user lees. Whale pruperty

eax reloom is importaet, this anmow

prescription is inadegquate and unjust. It is
Inadoguate beciuse property tax typicaly
acconnts for only 20:25% of a ciry’s sotad
revenue potential, and is often politically
and ademmtrathady constrained, i is
unjust hecause it shifes the burden of
urhan financing disproportionagely oato

especially in lowerincome
setthernwnts aloeadly struggiegs with pooe
servives. The obsession with “uses poys”
logdc converts pobilic goods imo private
commodities. Cean winer, samitation,
public Bghting, and msobility - these are
not marketatide products bt colloctive
entitlements

Whiat is the way ahead?
India must desnocratise the Secal
contract. In Scancinantan countries,
where cities evgoy strong fiscal bealth, the
Bocal Gk basee 5 not an sfterthought - s
the foundimon of the welfare sate
Muricipalities in Denmark, Sweden, and
Norway have the right 10 levy and collec
Income raxes dieectly, essuring a
trassparent sod secountable relatioonship
between citizens and Jocal governmments
This decentrabsed mode] Bas produced
bath efficency and equity: citlzens can
e where their mooey goes, and citles
have the fexibility to plan for the long
ferm. Most ampoctantly, traowfers fom
higher levels of govertument are treated as
past of 2 shared fiscal ecosystem, not as
discreocnary favoers. India can kearm
froem thiss. What s oeded & 3 reimuagined

Why is the fiscal architecture of municipalities flawed?

TRuTfereTai @t faxfta e waf gfegut (flawed) 32

The Story So Far

3§ dF Pl P!

¢ Urban India generates nearly two-thirds of the national GDP, yet its municipalities
control less than one per cent of the country’s tax revenue.

e WRA TTHT IS

Y AT BT TP Yid2d A HH T Bl B

¢ Indian cities are not generating revenue, not because they are inefficient, but because the
fiscal architecture has failed them.
YR [ER IORG IT 51 IR 3G §, SUPI HRUI T 5] & [ d YHTA &, sfcp gafere i
PTG HGHT I3 SH IR 61 5
e Today, municipal finance is dependent on intergovernmental transfers, loans, and
schemes.

3TN, TRYTTerepT faw SaRERPTY BXATART, 0T, 3R Terraif )R iR ]

e The core of the problem lies in the centralisation of taxation powers.

T BT A HRUT BT

TIfRTaT BT BB 2|

How did cities lose its tax revenues?

ERN 7 U BT AT S W2

model of fscal federalism, where
municipalities have predictabile.
adequuane, and unted nevennes - boeh
from thedr own sources and from
corstitutionally mamdated transfers

Stmilarly, for municipal bonds wo
become crodible iInstnaments, the first
step & 1o recognise grants and shased
Lases as hegitienate compoeents of ciry
incomse, Owdy then can Cities build o
trastwarthy balance sheet. Second, the
rating system must accournt for the
govermance capacky of & ity -
ranspareccy, audit compllance, citiuen
participation ~ rather tham solely relying
on financial metrios. Third, cities should
be empowered to sarmark 3 poetion of
thelr GST compensation of State share as
collateral for municpal borrowing. Such
reforms winik] eessare the principle of
cooperative federitsm (hat the
Coosrrution envisyaed

Inctia’s urban future depends on fscal
Justioe, Musicipal Besance must be seen
B0t & & bookkeeping esercise bt asa
meal and politicsl question. The granes
that fhow to Ot are not gifts; they e
part of a sodal contract, The revenes
that clties genevate are mot charkty; they
are a vight. True reform will begin onldy
whient India acoegts that cites are not cost
ventres — they ane the foundation of
mational prosperiey.

Toender Siagh Panwar s a former
Depmaty Mayor of Skimia and currontly a
metnbvy of the Kerada (i Croommisson

GDP T G1-fAgTs Sus ol g, bR f 59 TRuTfeIsTY 327 Y

e After the introduction of the Goods and Services Tax (GST), Indian cities lost nearly 19% of
their own revenue sources.

T 3R VAT FR (GST) DI YIHTd & d1G, HRAT &R 3T THIHIT 19% 34 T T feu|

e Octroi, entry tax, and local surcharges — the traditional lifelines of municipal budgets —
were subsumed into the GST framework.

ATFENS, TR B, 3R R Jiharel — TRUIAST oic B TRURS SIgRENE — $HI GST
o o e o foram T

e Promised compensatory mechanisms have largely bypassed the municipal level,

deepening cities’ dependence on State and Central grants.
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a1e; fpu e wfagfd & SeTaR RIS TR B SIgaR Y, o el &1 I 3R
el R fRkdr 9g TS|

e Therefore, municipalities lack both fiscal autonomy and predictable revenue streams.
S, TRUTAHTSH & IR I TR 3R qaigad Iea YRTE g1 &t Bt g

e The resultis a peculiar inversion of democracy — where power is centralised and
responsibility decentralised.

ST UMY didpad &1 T fafs Idera § — T udl balpd o iR e fad=fiwd|

o Cities are expected to deliver solid waste management, affordable housing, climate
resilience, and digital infrastructure, but without the resources to fund such services.

eI I 30eT B e § {6 T 31 iy ydeq, Iwdt ey, saarg adtardq, R
fefored s9pTeaRR UeH &%, dfe 39 fore Tareqt & famm

What about municipal bonds?

TRUIIST 8 & IR H 1?2

e Every major policy pronouncement — from NITI Aayog’s urban strategy to the latest
reform-linked incentive grant — promotes bonds as the new frontier of local finance.
B U Hifd "o — i ST &t gt e O Ao Adiaan guR-Adtdt mearg
e TF — JI< &I I fa & 9T &3 & & ¥ gemar 3t g

* However, the credlblllty of Indlan mun|C|paI bonds remains abysmally low.

YR TRt dive &t faya-iadr sidid &8 &1 g5 8

e |tis not merely that cities are unable to generate capital to back their bonds; it is that the very
framework of assessing credibility is skewed.
Had g -To! [ WER 3T S B! gHYH <A & o geh Iad & & oy §; afcss a8 %
faya-igar &1 geuid A &1 e 81 fawd gl

e Acity’s creditworthiness is often judged narrowly by its “own revenue” performance —
property taxes, user charges, and fees — while completely discounting the regular flow of
grants and transfers from higher levels of government.
bl TR Bt bfgead T SRR Had sHP WA & AT TaRH — U H, STgRTHt
I[P, 3R YeP — J 3T AT &, STafdh G MR gxaiaRul &1 afd ur1 &1 ¢ Re
TR 3feTS fordT ST §1

e This is not just an accounting error; it is an ideological one.
Ig Had oaidh Ife Tol 5; Tg TP A9 I 7

e When the RBI or credit rating agencies discount grants as “non-recurring income,” they
perpetuate the myth that cities survive on charity.
Sd RBI AT shfse T ToiRmat e & “TR-R1ad! 3 & ¥9 § 3Fedl FHRdl 6, di d T8
iy JeTdht § i =MeR o R Shifad g4 &

¢ Intruth, these grants are legitimate entitlements, part of a redistributive compact
enshrined in the Constitution.
T=s |, T e 9y ARPR &, o wiaur & ffgd gafdavor wwsia &1 fwa g1

e The 74th Amendment did not conceive of cities as beggars before the State or the Union,
but as equal tiers of governance entitled to a share of the tax pool.
7497 TRNYA 7 6T B I 91 Y & I e & =0 o 761 3@, afes JHH A WR &
w0 H, forg ®% g d few firam &1 st g

¢ Institutions like the World Bank and Asian Development Bank have long argued that cities
should become self-reliant by focusing on property tax collection and user fees.
fay 9% ik TfRmrE faerg 9% S Twsl 3 dd 970 3 ©81 § & el o Wrged! a941
R, HURT B TUG 3R ITUNThal Yoob W & Higd HIb |

e While property tax reform is important, this narrow prescription is inadequate and unjust.
e Tufd R JUR TeaqUl 7, T8 YD 10l IUR S 3R S=amrayguf 3|

e |tis inadequate because property tax typically accounts for only 20-25% of a city’s total
revenue potential, and is often politically and administratively constrained.
I8 AT § Fifd Ul $R IR IR UER &I H oG &HAT BT Had 20-25% &l F1d1
8, 3R SRR JSHIfad 3R TRIS ¥4 ¥ Hd gar g
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e |tis unjust because it shifts the burden of urban financing disproportionately onto residents,
especially in lower-income settlements already struggling with poor services.
T8 Syl § ifes a8 et faaaiaur &1 gt SR w0 ¥ el iR grerd g, faRivax
-y ara sl &, S U 6t @R1E Jarsii 3 9 @1 6

e The obsession with “user pays” logic converts public goods into private commodities.
“FUURTHA! Y a & Ui ATafad Frdei-e avgeil o fo aegasif & o <l 81

e Clean water, sanitation, public lighting, and mobility — these are not marketable
products but collective entitlements.

TP T, I35 dT, Jrauif=e U1, 3R nfaefiedr — 3 IR a7y Id1E Tal sfch
afe® SifUer 7l

What is the way ahead?
3T BT T T 82

e India must democratise the fiscal contract.
YRA B ASAPIYI Y P ArpdiiAd H3-1 Ay

e In Scandinavian countries, where cities enjoy strong fiscal health, the local tax base is not
an afterthought — it is the foundation of the welfare state.
WHFEARaTS 3 &, et WeR Aogd IeTh 1T TTRRA BT 3Me Ad §, ™FT $ YR T
W 3R 6 § — T8 FeuTvIeRI TG H Aa B

¢ Municipalities in Denmark, Sweden, and Norway have the right to levy and collect income
taxes directly, ensuring a transparent and accountable relationship between citizens and
local governments.
SHTS, W, 3R Ald & TRUIIHISN B Yed&l ARB T 3R TG TR $T PR ¢,
R AR 3R T TRARI & g TRe ok SwRert Jay gifda ghar g1

e This decentralised model has produced both efficiency and equity: citizens can see where
their money goes, and cities have the flexibility to plan for the long term.
=9 S diepd Aisd A SHl AT 3R UG USH B §: ARG o Tohd & & 36! U1
HBI o1l 8, AR S & UM +GPBIIerd AreT+* T B! Ao g |

¢ Most importantly, transfers from higher levels of government are treated as part of a shared
fiscal ecosystem, not as discretionary favours.
T HEdqU, 3 TR 1 IRBR Y FIAIaR0l I ren Iorep g urRfRufast o &1 s o
ST 8, 7 % gw1ediv SUPR & U |

e India can learn from this.
YR 399 FRa Tl g

¢ What is needed is a reimagined model of fiscal federalism, where municipalities have
predictable, adequate, and untied revenues — both from their own sources and from
constitutionally mandated transfers.
AT § U YA:bietd DI Hadlg Hied o, Sgf RuTferaisf & U gafqa,
T, SR e IR 81 — S0 W & Hial 3R HAU=e F9 F ifrard gaiavon 4|

e For municipal bonds to become credible instruments, the first step is to recognise grants
and shared taxes as legitimate components of city income.
TRUIRIPT divs & fayT-1a IUHR 9911 & oY, ugel FHeH g § fr g SR |1s &%
I R B TG & Y U¢H & =Y H A=l & S|

e Second, the rating system must account for the governance capacity of a city —
transparency, audit compliance, citizen participation — rather than solely relying on
financial metrics.
IR, I Ried &1 AR 31 U a1 — TR, Hifse srgure, Arie yrfiert
— 1 & T AR, 7 fob et fasdig amudst w Ak w5

e Third, cities should be empowered to earmark a portion of their GST compensation or State
share as collateral for municipal borrowing.
TR, TR BT 3O GST GHTGS A7 o4 FT &1 U fgw1 TR erepT SURY & fo soia
& U el I BT B R fear S Ay
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e Such reforms would restore the principle of cooperative federalism that the Constitution
envisaged.
T YUR AgPRI Adlg & Rigia o TAuiitd &3, ol Afqur = Seo ot ot

e India’s urban future depends on fiscal justice.

HRd &1 S Yigw 3o g =g R Ak sar gl

e Municipal finance must be seen not as a bookkeeping exercise but as a moral and political

guestion.

TRUTAHT [ BT Fad aETHH WRT & =0 & g1, 9fch Afdw iR Te-ifas 0y & &4
&1 o 1R
e The grants that flow to cities are not gifts; they are part of a social contract.
YERI § 3 ATt 3ET SUSR T 6; d U HIHTIS HJaY HT Tw 5
e The revenues that cities generate are not charity; they are a right.
FERI GRT IF BT S aTat 319 & 81 8; I8 U SAfUPR 3

e True reform will begin only when India accepts that cities are not cost centres — they are
the foundation of national prosperity.

e UR T IR G 9 YR I8 WHR BT 5 WeR ARTd $5 781 § — 3 APia agf

CH G

China files WTO
complaint on India’s

EV, battery subsidies

China files WTO complaint on India's
EV, battery subsidies

99 A URA F £t iR Jedt wirE
W s=gdteh # Rrerd ool $t

e China has filed a complaint against
India in the World Trade Organization (WTO)
over New Delhi’s subsidies for electric
vehicles (EVs) and batteries.

Press Trust of India the first step of the dispute RN ﬁl.lé T % fe Eﬁf” Iﬁﬁg ﬁ" IEI.! Ts‘u ﬁla Iﬂ

NEW DELHI settlement process as per (WTO) ’ &l
WTO rules. sAfde® e (EV) 3R 92t & fow & oA

China has filed a complaint If the consultations re-  9TCH oS 1 I T R .

against India in the World  quested with India do not » Commerce Secretary Rajesh

Trade Organization (WTO)  result in a satisfactory solu- Agrawal said that the Ministry will look into the

over New Delhi’s subsidies

tion, the EU can request

detailed submissions made by China.

for electric vehicles (EVs) the WTO set up a panel in PIA A ACA rvrare Pel & waTera

and batteries. the case to rule on the is- 91 §RT [T 7Y faqe yfarat ot e |
Commerce Secretary sue raised. o o

Rajesh Agrawal said that China is the second-lar- ~ Similar applications

the Ministry will look into  gest trading partner of In-  IHIH

the detailed submissions

dia. In the last fiscal, In-

made by China. dia’s exports to China e Confirming the move, an official said

contracted 14.5% to $14.25  that China had also filed similar applications
Similar applications billion against $16.66 bil-  against Turkiye, Canada, and the EU.
Confirming the move, an  lion in 2023-24. 9 ®ed B g Id gU, TP SHUBR] A Hel [
official said that China had The imports, however, 9 3 g&¥, HATST 3R 39 & faaw off TuH
also filed similar applica- roseby 11.52%in 2024-25t0  3{19¢H GRR fHU T

tions against Turkiye, Ca- $113.45 billion against e “They have sought consultations with
nada and the EU. $101.73 billion in 2023-24. India,” the official said.
“They have sought con- India’s trade deficit with “Igi4 HRA & 1Y IR 7 8, e R 3

sultations with India,” the
official said.
Seeking consultation is

China had widened to
$99.2 billion during the
year 2024-25.

Dhell

e Seeking consultation is the first step
of the dispute settlement process as per
WTO rules.
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Rt AT faaTe fRraer ufthar &1 ugen wen 8, o fo ssegdten oy 3 5

e If the consultations requested with India do not result in a satisfactory solution, the EU can
request the WTO set up a panel in the case to rule on the issue raised.

Ife HRd & 1Y HiTl T ORI

T FArSSHS JHTY 8] Adhadr g, df g WTO F 3FRIY &R

Tl § for Ta § T 99a Tfad farar Se $iR I81¢ T gg; wR fAufg fear S|
e Chinais the second-largest trading partner of India.

T URT HT RRT I FST AR T2 3|
¢ Inthe last fiscal, India’s exports to China contracted 14.5% to $14.25 billion against $16.66

billion in 2023-24.

o foxiig av |, YRd &1 919 &1 fAafd 14.5% gear $14.25 faferas w8 mar, S9fe 2023-

24 T I8 $16.66 faferas uT|

e Theimports, however, rose by 11.52% in 2024-25 to $113.45 billion against $101.73 billion
in 2023-24.
BIdifs, ST 2024-25 H 11.52% FgH $113.45 fafera= g ma, S 2023-24 H 78
$101.73 fafera= umi

¢ India’s trade deficit with China had widened to $99.2 billion during the year 2024-25.
2024-25 H HRd P19 & J1Y ATUR 91T $99.2 f3fera d s¢ |

Sri Lanka PM Amarasuriya
to arrive in New Delhi today

Meera Srinivasan

Sri Lanka’s Prime Minister
Harini Amarasuriya will ar-
rive in New Delhi on Thurs-
day for events and high-le-
vel meetings with Indian
leaders and business com-
munity representatives, on
the heels of her visit to Beij-
ing, where she attended
the ‘Global Leaders’ Meet-
ing on Women 2025,

During her three-day vi-
sit to India, her first since
assuming charge as Pre
mier last vear, Ms. Amara-
suriya is scheduled to meet
with Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, and External Af-
fairs Minister S. Jaishankar,
who is scheduled to call on
her on Thursday, accord-
ing to official sources in
New Delhi,

The visiting Sri Lankan
leader will also interact
with representatives of bu-
siness chambers and in-
dustry bodies, officials
said, as India and Sri Lanka
seek to enhance partner-
ship in trade, investment,
and development
cooperation.

Mr. Modi was in Sri Lan-
ka in April 2025 and said
he was “grateful” for Presi-
dent Anura Kumara Dissa-
nayake's “sensitivity to-
wards Indian interests”.

Mr. Dissanayake — the
leftist leader who was
elected to the country's
top office in a watershed
election in 2024 - and his
government have vowed to

Harini Amarasuriys

pursue a neutral foreign
policy, including with In-
dia and China, both key
partners for the island
nation,

On Tuesday, Ms. Amara-
suriya met Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping at the Great
Hall of the People in Beij-
ing. “Our discussion fo-
cused on strengthening bi-
lateral cooperation,
advancing  development
partnerships under the
Belt and Road Initiative,
and deepening collabora-
tion across multiple sec-
tors,” she said in a social
media post following the
meeting.

A statement from the
Chinese Foreign Ministry
described China and Sri
Lanka as “fellow travell-
ers” and said “China al-
ways regards Sri Lanka as a
priority in its neighbour-
hood diplomacy™.

Further, Mr. Xi, in his
meeting with Ms. Amars-
suriya, said China stands
ready to work with Sri Lan-

ka on *“high-quality Belt
and Road cooperation, ex-
pand cooperation in port
economy, modern agricul-
ture, digital economy,
green economy, tounsm,
and other areas to boost
Sri Lanka’s economic and
social development.” The
two sides agreed to streng-
then security cooperation,
according o the
statement.

Ms, Amarasuriya's en-
gagements in New Delhi al-
s0 include a felicitation
event at Hindu College,
Dethi  University, from
where  the academic-
turned-politician obtained
her first degree. An anthro-
pologist by training, she
wis a prominent voice in
Sri  Lankan academia,
teaching at the Open Un-
iversity of Sri Lanka, be-
fore joining active politics.
Her research in areas in-
cluding mental health,
gender, labour, and invol-
vement as an activist in
campaigns for higher state
spending on public educa-
tion drew attention. Prior
to her entry into active pol-
itics in 2020, when the Na-
tional People’s Power nom-
inated her to Parliament,
Ms. Amarasuriya served as
a member of the Public Re-
presentations  Committee
on Constitutional Reforms
in Sri Lanka, a Cabinet-ap-
pointed mechanism tasked
with the first country-wide
public consultations on
constitutional reform.

Sri Lanka PM Amarasuriya to
arrlve in New Delhl today

e Sri Lanka’s Prime Minister Harini
Amarasuriya will arrive in New Delhi on
Thursday for events and high-level
meetings with Indian leaders and business
community representatives, on the heels
of her visit to Beijing, where she attended
the ‘Global Leaders’ Meeting on Women
2025°.
feeT ot gurEA R SRR
AR &1 =< feeht vg=il, el a5 Wikedla
Taaff iR TR e & wfafikat &
1Y IR 965 AR SRIGHH H YFT T,
345 Ugdl dg dIfeRT 715 of, Sl 35
‘Global Leaders’ Meeting on Women

2025’ # YT foram|

e During her three-day visit to India,
her first since assuming charge as Premier
last year, Ms. Amarasuriya is scheduled to
meet with Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
and External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar, who is scheduled to call on her
on Thursday, according to official sources in
New Delhi.
3ot i -feawia uRe amn & RM, S
e 91d geFEA & U 3 fordeR! dueH
& 1 30! Ugal I 8, YAt SRR
B gUTEA g A iR fadw wf g
SRR ¥ HAIHTd o ardl 8, Sl TeaR $I
gﬂ@f BRI %‘ T % faweht & st

BRI
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The visiting Sri Lankan leader will also interact with representatives of business chambers
and industry bodies, officials said, as India and Sri Lanka seek to enhance partnership in
trade, investment, and development cooperation.

SHTTIge SEPTE T AR Heat AR ST o1 H TRIARE T of sreria B,
SRHIRGT 7 FgT, T YRa SR Hficiet arfdrsy, fFawr ok e weah & e sgrm
EIRGE]

Mr. Modi was in Sri Lanka in April 2025 and said he was “grateful” for President Anura
Kumara Dissanayake’s “sensitivity towards Indian interests”.

ot w1t arer 2025 # e 7 A 3R I Pl 9 98 AFUld 3R HART FFAHRS B
YR fEdl & ufar SdgTitaar & g “smimt g

Mr. Dissanayake, the leftist leader who was elected to the country’s top office in a
watershed election in 2024, and his government have vowed to pursue a neutral foreign
policy, including with India and China, both key partners for the island nation.

, S ATt AT § 3R 2024 $ HEAYYl gATE § < $ MY Ug & forg g T,
3R 3T WRHR A frenes fager /Y o= 1 arer foran B, o ua ok H9 91 =nffra
&, S U Y & Te@yy WReR g
On Tuesday, Ms. Amarasuriya met Chinese President Xi Jinping at the Great Hall of the
People in Beljmg

WE_% , gAY ST ot ST & Ae gTe T § diue # | wigufa 2 afin
qATHTd g5 |

“Our discussion focused on strengthening bilateral cooperation, advancing development
partnerships under the Belt and Road Initiative, and deepening collaboration across
multiple sectors,” she said in a social media post following the meeting.

“GAR! Td! BT & GraBT TEART Hoigd B3, de€ TS S Ugd & dgd (AP ATHSRI Bi
M G, 3R 3 &1 T WU B g B W U1, I5I 6% & d1¢ JINd Hifsar e J
Eal

A statement from the Chinese Foreign Ministry described China and Sri Lanka as “fellow
travellers” and said “China always regards Sri Lanka as a priority in its neighbourhood
diplomacy”.

At 3= Taarera & Ue 99 A 99 SR |t &1 <wrh @il & Fu § aftfd foar sik wat
& = go=m NeidT H A TSI Feifa A urdfwpar Sar g1

Further, Mr. Xi, in his meeting with Ms. Amarasuriya, said China stands ready to work
with Sri Lanka on high-quality Belt and Road cooperation, expand cooperation in port
economy, modern agriculture, digital economy, green economy, tourism, and other
areas to boost Sri Lanka’s economic and social development.

g% oraral, At =0 3 goft SRR @ oot dow & wal [ i et & 1y 3= urasn
SrferawyT, e 3R 3= &5 § Jeah 9 & e duR g, a1 fider & snfdfe siv
[T faerT &1 Sgrar fear s |

The two sides agreed to strengthen security cooperation, according to the statement.
M & AR, G Ul - JR&T TGART Holgd B+ R YgHld o ol |

Ms. Amarasuriya’s engagements in New Delhi also include a felicitation event at Hindu
College

el SRR @1 7% Rl & wfafafiar A fg pidw, feeh fayfiered 3 oo v
TIRIE ft 2T ©, ST U SfbTefid ¥ ISTdl a1t 381 U1 ugelt f&3h v 11

An anthropologist by training, she was a prominent voice in Sri Lankan academia, teaching
at the Open University of Sri Lanka before joining active politics.

URierr o U Wdidiore, 98 SieidT Bt et givar ¥t v sars of, 351 wfkha
oI & 2fie 819 9 ugd itu gfAafid st vt & ugrn

Her research in areas including mental health, gender, labour, and involvement as an
activist in campaigns for higher state spending on public education drew attention.

D Y H AFRTE WA, i, 9 Y &3 SR |rdwife el ) 3@ Wer @4 &
fore siftram o wfohg YftrerT 3 e s fiid foar|

Prior to her entry into active politics in 2020, when the National People’s Power nominated
her to Parliament, Ms. Amarasuriya served as a member of the Public Representations
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Committee on Constitutional Reforms in Sri Lanka, a Cabinet-appointed mechanism
tasked with the first country-wide public consultations on constitutional reform.

iy IS A U9 B3 T Ugd 2020 H, 9F AR Fiueq

TTaR 4 3% |G & ol AHifbd

fora, ot srRgfan 3 dide & saue guRl R adwfae ufafifta aftfa ot 9ew
% =0 H a1 Y, T8 UHh bfaqe-Fgad a7 o1 o daunfie Jur W ugd et wrdifes
TRIYRS 3T HT a7 o7 |

Indonesia to buy 42 fighter jets from China
in first non-Western aircraft purchase deal

Associated Press
JAKARTA

Indonesia’s top defence of-
ficial said on Wednesday
that Jakarta will acquire at
least 42 Chinese-made
Chengdu J-10C fighter jets,

Sjamsoeddin told repor-
ters in the capital, Jakarta,
that Indonesia would soon
buy fighter jets from China
as part of a plan to moder-
nise its military. Analysts
said the deal could touch
regional sensitivities and

soeddin said. He declined
to provide further details
of the purchase.

The plan to buy the J-10s
was first disclosed last
month by Defence Ministry
spokesperson Brig. Gen.
Frega Wenas. Local media

their acquisition would ef-
fectively strengthen Indo-
nesia's air defense
capabilities.

Finance Minister Pur-
baya Yudhi Sadewa on
Wednesday confirmed that
his Ministry had approved

marking the country’s first  have geopolitical  had reported that the Indo-  a Budget for the purchase

non-Western aircraft pur- implications. nesian Air Force was still  of the aircraft from China

chase deal. “They will be flyingover  reviewing the Chinese- that reached more than $9
Defence Minister Sjafrie  Jakarta soon,” Mr. Sjam- made fighter jets to ensure  billion.

Indonesia to buy 42 fighter jets from China in first non-Western aircraft
purchase deal

TSR 919 | 42 d81F famm @, ugan R-ufywh ga15 s Wiig

e Indonesia’s top defence official said on Wednesday that Jakarta will acquire at least 42
Chinese-made Chengdu J-10C fighter jets, marking the country's first non-Western
aircraft purchase deal.

SR & <MY T&T STUBRT A FHAR DI HgT [ AbTal HH I 51 42 i+t Ffdfa drg -
10C W8T fawe @, ﬁwmmﬁmmmaﬂaw@mm|

o Defence Minister Sjafrie Sjamsoeddin told reporters in the capital, Jakarta, that Indonesia
would soon buy fighter jets from China as part of a plan to modernise its military.
& HA =THRY YT BTl H TABRI ° HET [ SSHIRIAT ofeg ol U =
DI YD T B Ao & T & ©U 8 A9 I 819 fa0qH Wi

e Analysts said the deal could touch regional sensitivities and have geopolitical
implications.

Y el fob T8 TrEdT &g Gagaiadre &1 § 9o ? 3R 39 YIeHifae

YT 51 96 g

e “They will be flying over Jakarta soon,” Mr. Sjamsoeddin said. He declined to provide further
details of the purchase.
“q Sleg; g1 SiepTdl & SHWR I, off YU 3 F81l I Wi & IR H 3R fJavur g
PR U 3TBR R fean|

e The plan to buy the J-10s was first disclosed last month by Defence Ministry spokesperson
Brig. Gen. Frega Wenas.
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J-10 WA BT Ao BT Ugell IR fUcd Hel- &I AT & Yadar fonfSaR s=re
T = g fa|
Local media had reported that the Indonesian Air Force was still reviewing the Chinese-

made fighter jets to ensure their acquisition would effectively strengthen Indonesia's air
defense capabilities.

Ry Wifsar 3 gar & geMRmE arg 9= snft of @i+t At derg fouml & adfer s=
@ﬁﬁ%@%%m%%ﬁ%@ﬁ%ﬁﬂv&nmﬁﬁuﬁ
Y Y goigd Hel|

Finance Minister Purbaya Yudhi Sadewa on Wednesday confirmed that his Ministry had

approved a Budget for the purchase of the aircraft from China that reached more than $9
billion.

famr =it wRaman gt arear A gUaR &1 g &1 i 39 T 3 99 & el St wdie &
fore $o faferar ¥ ifies o1 aoie Wigd fFar 8|

GS Paper Ill: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM, &IS

16 10 2025
TOPICS COVERED
1.
SC allows sale of green fireworks in Delhi
faeett # g yerdl @t faspt ot srgafa § glta &1 A
2.
Trade deficit widens 93% in Sept. as services slump
Rrdex & Aa1sif &t fRTae A ATIR °TeT 93% FT
3.
Police destroy nearly 10,000 ganja plants in Attappady
SrRITTST § YRy = @ 10,000 TS Giel @bt 1 foran
4.
Three weak cubs shifted from tiger reserve to rescue centre
I SR Tad Bt elgTR Nerd & Wy Hew wiiaid foar man
5.
Maoist violence restricted to 11 districts, says government
A13ftard} fgan daa 11 forel a@ Hifda, TReR A et
6.

Aquaculture model of Sundarbans wins FAQO recognition
HeXa BT U UTa- HIsd FAO &1 HI=GdT W
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7.
Opposition Ig—:aders target'C.entre over EPFO yule changes
fauelt Aarait A EPF Aol ¥ 9gdTT & dH $% WHR D A= a9
8.
Biotech surge builds momentum but faces scaling bottlenecks
IRCH & | dll 36 8, Afp R A @ s g5 &
9.
Phase of matter where order, disorder coexist in time found .
e @ 98 SITRIT SIgT SHaRIT 3R UTRIT HY & 1Y HE-3Af&Ia A UTg 1
10
Evolution, Revolution
Jopifd, sifd
11. | The ‘Critical Factor’ in India’s Clean Energy Ambitions
YRT P! WS SHoll HeaTHieT3 # HgaYul HRD’
12.
Balancing Lives and Conservation
oita 3R TR § dgad
13.

Indonesia detects radioactive element traces at clove farm

gSRMAT A T B @l 7 Ayl a@ & e ue
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SC allows sale of green fireworks in Delhi

Relaxation is a ‘test’ to examine whether regulation I Over the years, these green crackers have caused a

could coexist with efforts to mitigate air pollution significant reduction in emissions, the SC observes

Mrn! Mnmll efforts to mivggen alr poll

NEW Delin

head of Deepavaly,
A the Supresne Court
on Wednesday re

Tuxed the blanket ban on f-
recrackess in Delli and the
National Capatal Region
(NCR) snd allowed the sale
of green fireworks ap
proved by the Natosal En
virommnental Engineering
Researeh Instinuoe (NEERD
und the Petroleven and Ex
plosives Safety Organisa
thon (PESO) from October
15 t0 20

A Bench of Chief justsce
of Inalias IR Gavand and pas-
tice K. Vinod Chandran
restricted their wse to Oc-
saber ¥ and X0, between 6
am and 7am, and S pm
and ¥ pum

™he Bench described
the rehixation & a “test
cise” 1o examine whether
p coreflly regulaced fre
mework could coedst with

thon. It stressed thie the
IGSUNY Was  eInporary
and directed the Cencral
Pollution Cootrol  Board
(CPCB)  and  respective
State  Pollution  Controd
Boards to moestor air and
water quality from Octob-
er 11025 and e e
port detailing the daily Air
Quality Index.

*We have to take a ba
lanced  appevach, taking
Into accours the contlict
Iyt Invevests and permit
ting m moderation, while
1ot compromising the en-
viremmental concerns aris-
Ing” the Bench observed
It noted that 2 complete
proiibition during the fes-
tive sezson had been coun
terproductive, resulting in
the smuggling and wuse of
conventional  fireworks
rhae were far more harmivl
than the green varsants de-
weloped In recent years

Referring to its 2018

Fostive fare: fuew
after the ¢

judgment in Arjun Gopal v.
Uinion of India, which first
introduced the concept of
green freworks, the court
observed that ower the
yeurs, such firewoeks had
led 10 a significant reduc

o In etnissions.

The court said that the
Delhi government's order
of October 4, 2024, im
posing a year-Jong ban on

Wt akowed thelr limded use. Yy

the namsfacture, sale, and
use of fireworks, which
was lier extended across
the NCR, merited reconsid-
cration n light of ceaner
and b harmdul
Arerruatives.

It also took note of sub-
missions by advocate Unta
ra Babbas, who assisted the
QO &8 antions curios, that
there was no “substantial

SC allows sale of green fireworks in Delhi

feeeht & gY verEl 3t fas! 3t srgafa & gha o1 A

e The Supreme Court on Wednesday relaxed the blanket ban on firecrackers in Delhi and
the National Capital Region (NCR) and allowed the sale of green fireworks approved by
the National Environmental Engineering Research Institute (NEERI) and the Petroleum
and Explosives Safety Organisation (PESO) from October 18 to 20.
I FI 3 FYaR $! faeeht sk
IdT B gU '

their use to October 19 and 20, between 6 a.m. and 7 a.m., and 8 p.m. and 10 p.m.

ygfaRor 3f?

difference” in AQE lewels
between 2088, when green
fireworks  were  intro
duced, and 2024, when
the blanket ban was -
posed. “Ir has been falrly
stated that there is ot
much difference, excepe
durmg the COVID period
when the Al had drasti
cilly come down” the
court said.

States seek relaxation
The court noted thas Salic-
nor-General Tushur Mebiy,
appearing for the Centre
anxl NCR States, hod msade
a “fervent plea” to it the
ban during Deepavali 2ol
other major festivals, -
cuading  Christmas  and
New Year's Eve.

Mr. Mehta had earlier
subimitsed a detalled enfor
cement plan  restricting
ades 1 leensed traders
and prohibiting  e-com-
merce platforms such as
Flipkart and Amiczoe from

G llitating online sales

“However, now the st
uation is different. Both
the Covernment of NCTD
] the Governmesst of In-
dia themselves are secking
refaxation of the ssid ban
at beast during the festive
periods,”  the  court
Tecon

it also ook note of sub-
missions by adwocase Lot
ra Babbar that there was
no “substantial difference™
m A lewvels between
2N8, when green fire
works were introduced,
and 2024, when the blan-
ket ban was Enposed.

“It haxs bewen Ly stated
that there is not much d-
ference, except during the
COWVID period when the
AN had drastically come
down,” the couirt sald.

The court noted that
SolicitorGeswral  Tushar
Mehta, appeariny for the
Centre amed NCR States,
had made 2 “fervent plea™

Both NCTD and Centre are seeking relaxation
of the ban at Jeast during festivals, court says

20 1k the ban during Dee
pavall and other major fes
tivals, Iecluding Chrisomis
and New Year's Eve.

It also ook nose of the
Haryana Sovernment's
conoern that M of its 22 dis-
tricts fall within the NCR,
effectively brmging “af-
most 70 per cent of the
State” under the ban. Seni-
Lr pless were also made
on behalf of Uttar Pradesh
and Ragasthan

Acknowledging the
“dedeterious  effect™ of
wranting the fireworks in-
dustry @ free hand, the
Hench lakd down a detailed
regulstory framewark to
ensure that the relaxation
did not compeomise envi-
roamental safety.

“Firewarks shall be sold
omly throsghs lcensed trag
ers anx] must be manufac-
tured by entirses registered
with NEERI and holding o
valid licence from PESO.”
the court drected.

YT & (TAASR) A veral wR quf ufader o
SR TR () ok ¥y ve fawwies
TR WS (A1) GRT Wipd 8¥ UeTE] B! fiwh! &l 18 agar V 20 agar ab A |

e A Bench of Chief Justice of India B.R. Gavai and Justice K. Vinod Chandran restricted

URE ¥ GO AT 1 3R, T IR Al . g dg & die 3 T SuAT Bl 19
3R 20 Sragar ao AT far, S Jag 6 V 7 9 3R Id 8 V 10 T8 & o g fobar o1 Wb |

e The Bench described the relaxation as a “test case” to examine whether a carefully

regulated framework could coexist with efforts to mitigate air pollution.
tte = 39 e &1 Te “usteor araar S9d1 dife I8 < of 99 6 31 U JaUHgdad
fafafira ean arg Ugwor & H1 S & TAr & 1Y TB-31fd@ o I§ T |
e It stressed that the measure was temporary and directed the Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) and respective State Pollution Control Boards to monitor air and water
guality from October 14 to 25 and submit a report detailing the daily Air Quality Index
(AQ).
T SR AR el [ I8 U Sreurdt § SR sl wgwur fdaror s (fdidiet) aur e

MY

B TR B 3R S a1g uraT JESiE (AQI) W RU Ugd HY |
o “We have to take a balanced approach, taking into account the conflicting interests and
permitting in moderation, while not compromising the environmental concerns arising,” the
Bench observed.
g ygtaor wadh feiarsit § Tushar fru fomr ReR faRid fdl & o & Yaa e Agfed
Tf¥®IoT S{UAT 81T, Uls A el
e It noted that a complete prohibition during the festive season had been counterproductive,
resulting in smuggling and use of conventional fireworks that were far more harmful than
the green variants developed in recent years.

wguur fra=ur aYef o) e faan i 9 14 sragar [ 25 agar a@ a1y 3R o orawn

Page43

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

GRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
UTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

O e foan i BRI & dra| 8§ guf ufdey IeeT wHTd! 36T, o uRuie geral &
TEDY 3R ITANT ¢ 7T, S 8T & N § A Rid g YRl &t o & e gieR Ul
Referring to its 2018 judgment in Arjun Gopal v. Union of India, which first introduced the
concept of green fireworks, the court observed that over the years, such fireworks had led to
a significant reduction in emissions.
30 2018 & fvTT SfefH MU T URT WT FHT Iwehd HRd gU, o aH g Ueral o
gﬂ?ﬂqﬁwaﬂ?ﬁﬁ o, SETAd A HET o Iuf § T Ueral ¥ Jeaei H Ieora-d HHl

I

The court said that the Delhi government’s order of October 14, 2024, imposing a year-
long ban on the manufacture, sale, and use of fireworks, which was later extended across
the NCR, merited reconsideration in light of cleaner and less harmful alternatives.
3fETAd A Fel foh faeett TRPR & 14 SFgar 2024 F e, - yer@l & fAmfor, faw ik
IYNT R IIAHR T Ufdeel TTT AT 3R 16 § 3 TAHISIR d g1 T, 376 W65 3R $H
g oR® fawe & e d THfdar arg |
It also took note of the Haryana government’s concern that 14 of its 22 districts fall within
the NCR, effectively bringing “almost 70 per cent of the State” under the ban.
srgrad = a8 ot e fa fos gfamon aReR A fidr o/ & i 396 22 § @ 14 o TeftemR
& SRR B 1A &, oI 37 &7 @y 70 wia=ra fewar ufady & dgd o S 8|
Similar pleas were also made on behalf of Uttar Pradesh and Rajasthan.
T ORE Bt et STR W= SR ISR 1 3R ¥ 1t Bt S
Acknowledging the deleterious effect of granting the fireworks industry a free hand, the
Bench laid down a detailed regulatory framework to ensure that the relaxation did not
compromise environmental safety.
TeRAT SRT &1 et BE G- & FHABPRD UG Bl WIHR dd gy, UId 7 T fawgd Frame
e OR o aifes a8 fearaa vatavofta gRrem 3 g9eiar 9
“Fireworks shall be sold only through licensed traders and must be manufactured by
entities registered with NEERI and holding a valid licence from PESO,” the court directed.
3ferad = e faar, “ueral @1 faw! Saa argaw yre Sl & ared | gt ok 3w
ffor raa Y & toligrd SR T ¥ 9y ATy Ut Tuteit g farar s )
The court also prohibited e-commerce platforms such as Flipkart and Amazon from
facilitating online sales.
gﬂw%ﬁmﬁ@?aﬁm@ﬁéﬁhﬁmaﬁmﬁﬁﬁgﬁmﬁﬁlﬁ

I
“However, now the situation is different. Both the Government of NCTD and the
Government of India themselves are seeking relaxation of the said ban at least during the
festive periods,” the court recorded.
“gTeTifep, o UMY e 31 faeelt PR IR YRT WRBR 1 &1 3d FH | FH AR &
AR 39 Ufey § 184 <18 381 8, SHareid A &of foba|

It also took note of submissions by advocate Uttara Babbar that there was no “substantial
difference” in AQI levels between 2018, when green fireworks were introduced, and 2024,
when the blanket ban was imposed.

aTad A ftraear ITRT g&a &1 ugfaal IR off &1 faan, f9811 %81 i 2018 (99 8% Uerd
0% fT 7MY Q) 3R 2024 (19 ot wfasy avmar a7 4Ty & S AQI TR H HIs “Hgdqu! 3R
BRI

“It has been fairly stated that there is not much difference, except during the COVID period
when the AQI had drastically come down,” the court said.

3eTAd A Pal, “Ug IId U I Fel 741 ¢ [ Pifds erafy o) Sisar, 9d AQI & HRY fiRTae
318 Y, YT STET 3faR g Tl

States seek relaxation

I e B AT HIA &

The court noted that Solicitor-General Tushar Mehta, appearing for the Centre and NCR
States, had made a “fervent plea” to lift the ban during Deepavali and other major festivals,
including Christmas and New Year’s Eve.
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3fgTad A e fora fs g oiR TRiSR 3wl @1 SR | UM U AiferfRye” S vd quik Agdr
Srarelt, foraaa 3R T ATa Y qd Hear o U ARl & gRME Ufasy gem &«
St i
Mr. Mehta had earlier submitted a detailed enforcement plan restricting sales to licensed
traders and prohibiting e-commerce platforms from the manufacture, sale, and use of
fireworks.

ot TgaT 7 Ugd U [axqd Srai-aa ayer IRgd &1 2, s verat & fHator, fast sk
IYGNT B! AT YT ATITRAY 9 g o3 3R §-BIHH Wew™! IR A% A P Udd
YTl
difference in AQI levels between 2018, when green fireworks were introduced, and 2024,
when the blanket ban was imposed. “It has been fairly stated that there is not much
difference, except during the COVID period when the AQI had drastically come down,” the
court said.

2018 H O1F B UeTE L= [T T & 3R 2024 & 5 quf uferser wman 7 o1, 3% s AQI
TR H Dis 987 3R T8 8| 3feTad 3 Fal, “Ug IId =0 I Hel 741 3 b Pifds srafy &)
BIgax 99 AQI T YR fiRTac s off, 3t 31fie ik =Tat Tl
The court noted that Solicitor-General Tushar Mehta, appearing for the Centre and NCR
States, had made a “fervent plea” to lift the ban during Deepavali and other major festivals,
including Christmas and New Year’s Eve.

3feTard = Are o fs s 3R TARAISR Irsdl &t 3R § UM gU [iterRiex 9+ vd guR Agar 3
Srareht, foraaa ofR T ATa Y qd wHear o UE ARl & gRME ufddy gem @t «rifiv
Srdter” o1 i
Mr. Mehta had earlier submitted a detailed enforcement plan restricting sales to licensed
traders and prohibiting e-commerce platforms such as Flipkart and Amazon from
facilitating online sales.

ot gl A Ugd U faxqgd praf-aasT are=1 Ugd &1 2 fod ot &1 daa argas ured
TTRAY db T B 3R FRIUDTE TUT AW S §-B A WeBHl R ATTars fawt
P A BT UG UT|

“However, now the situation is different. Both the Government of NCTD and the
Government of India themselves are seeking relaxation of the said ban at least during the
festive periods,” the court recorded.

“gTaife 39 fRUfA s g1 fieeht TRPR (TTRAEEY) SR YRd IRPR a1 8 3id 0§ HH
IR & R 39 Uiaay ® Igd 916 61 5, SIaIAd A &of [l

It also took note of submissions by advocate Uttara Babbar that there was no “substantial
difference” in AQI levels between 2018, when green fireworks were introduced, and 2024,
when the blanket ban was imposed.

3fTerd - SftraedT ITRI gaR St ugfadl Wt &9 fean, forgia w81 fos 2018 (W19 Y erd

ﬁ%ﬁo‘qwa) 3R 2024 (o1& guf wferarer aman mam 1) & o AQI WY H 1S “He@yuf 3far”
YTl

“It has been fairly stated that there is not much difference, except during the COVID period

when the AQI had drastically come down,” the court said.

3eTad A Pel, “Ug IId U W Fel 141 ¢ [ Pifds erafy o Sisar, od AQI & HRY fiRTae

3MTs oft, ST SHfH SfcR TgT UTI”

The court noted that Solicitor-General Tushar Mehta, appearing for the Centre and NCR

States, had made a “fervent plea” to lift the ban during Deepavali and other major festivals,

including Christmas and New Year’s Eve.

3feTard = Aie oo fs g 3R TARRISR Irsal &t 3R ¥ U7 U [iterRiex 9+ ke guR Agar
aﬂm%ﬁ,%m@vwmaﬁqﬁ#mﬁmaﬂgﬁ%aﬁmuﬁwmaﬂ“ﬁm
3@?” |

It also took note of the Haryana government’s concern that 14 of its 22 districts fall within
the NCR, effectively bringing “almost 70 per cent of the State” under the ban. Similar pleas
were also made on behalf of Uttar Pradesh and Rajasthan.

3ferad 3 g8 Ht Are fora f gfvaron TReR J fid A § f6 3U% 22 § ¥ 14 ford Tailem
PSR T 3T g, IR I 1 “THIT 70 ufer=rd R ufasiy & dgd o odr g1 33t ake &l
Sief IR USSR 3R IeRATE &1 3R F i o1 T
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o Acknowledging the deleterious effect of granting the fireworks industry a free hand, the
Bench laid down a detailed regulatory framework to ensure that the relaxation did not
compromise environmental safety.

TETET ITNT DI el BT o & ISR YHTG B! WHR Hd g¢, W6 7 T faxgd e
e JOR o d1fes I8 ed vatavoiig JRem ¥ qasiar 7 R

e “Fireworks shall be sold only through licensed traders and must be manufactured by
entities registered with NEERI and holding a valid licence from PESO,” the court directed.

3ferad = e faarn, “ueral @1 fast Saa argas yre il & a1 | gt ok 3w
frfor fraa Y & toligrd SR Tt § aY gy Ut TRteit g farar s )

Trade deficit widens 93%

in Sept. as services slump
GS Iil: Economy: Extemnal Sector 4

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan

NEW DELHI

India’s trade deficit grew
93% in September due to
imports outpacing exports
during the month. Howev-
er, the data shows that for
the first half of the financial
year — April to September
2025, the trade deficit
shrank by 2.3%.

Data released by the Mi-
nistry of Commerce and
Industry on Wednesday
showed that India’s total
exports stood at $67.2 bil-
lion in September 2025, up
0.8% over September
2024. Total imports, on the
other hand, grew 11.3% to
$83.8 billion over the same
period. As a result, the
trade deficit in September
nearly doubled to $16.6 bil-
lion, compared to $8.6 bil-
lion in September 2024.

Goods exports grow
Notably, the relatively poor
performance of the export
sector was due to lower ex-
ports of services and not
goods. India’s goods ex-
ports grew 6.7% to $36.4
billion in September 2025
despite that being the first
full month of 50% tariffs
imposed by the U.S. on im-
ports from India.

Services, which have so
far bolstered India’s export
performance, saw exports
shrinking 5.5% in Septem-
ber 2025 to $30.8 billion.

However, while the data

Steady growth in exports
Merchandise and services exports together grew
4.45% in April -September, outpacing import rise
and narrowing the trade gap by 2.3%

q April- April-
September | September | Change
@ 2024-25 2025-26 in %
(Us$ Billion) | (USS Billion)
Mareharidisa Exports 21»3.68 2?0.12 3.02
Imports 358.85 375.11 4.53
Sarvices? Exports 182.03 193.18 6.12
Imports 97.73 97.68 -0.05

*The latest data for services sector released by RBI is for August 2025.

The data for September 2025 is an estimation
SOURCE: MINISTRY OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY

shows that India’s exports
to the U.S. are indeed 13.4%
higher in the cumulative
April-September 2025 pe-
riod than in the same pe-
riod last year, they have
been declining steadily ov-
er the last few months.
That is, where India’s ex-
ports to the U.S. stood at
$8.8 billion in May 2025,
they were valued at $5.5
billion in September 2025.

to downplay the increase
in the trade deficit in Sep-
tember, saying that inter-
national trade does not al-
ways follow the same
pattern from year to year.
“On a cumulative basis,
we are still doing better
than last year,” he said.
“That means the part of
the exports that are not
facing tariffs are growing
well, but also the part of

“It is heartening to theexports thatdo face the
know that in this turbu- tariffs are also growing.
lence, our merchandise ex-  The exports have not come

ports have kept up,” Com-
merce Secretary Rajesh
Agrawal said in a press
briefing. “That means our
industry has been resilient
and they have been able to
withstand the turbulence
by retaining their supply
chains and business. They

down.” Looking at the first
half of the financial year,
the data shows that total
exports grew 4.45% in the
April-September 2025 pe-
riod to $413.3 billion. Total
imports grew at a relatively
slower 3.55% to $472.8 bil-
lion over the same period.

might be taking on some of  Asa result, the trade deficit
the costs on themselves,”  during the first half of the
Mr. Agrawal added. financial year shrank by

Mr. Agrawal also sought

2.3%.

Trade deficit widens 93% in
Sept. as services slump

Ryday ¥ Aaraif 1 frmae
T TR °IeT 93% Tl

e India’s trade deficit grew
93% in September due to imports
outpacing exports during the
month. However, the data shows
that for the first half of the financial
year — April to September 2025,
the trade deficit shrank by 2.3%.
YR &1 ATIR "TeT Rda T 93%
¢ T R 59 TS ST
frafa & siftres <511 ST, siws!
T gaT gadi ¢ & faxftg af 2025
3re A RydaR) o1 ugh sHeT A
AMUR YICT 2.3% YTl

o Datareleased by the
Ministry of Commerce and
Industry on Wednesday showed
that India’s total exports stood at
$67.2 billion in September 2025,
up 0.8% over September 2024.
JYUTR S aTiorsy 3R SENT
AT gRT SR 3fichgl A Gl el
& frdaR 2025 H URA &1 pa
frata $67.2 3R g1, S RidaR
2024 B gAT H 0.8% 31 g

e Total imports, on the
other hand, grew 11.3% to $83.8
billion over the same period.
I8 T ATaTd 3T AT T 11.3%
TGDHR $83.8 3R gl T

e Asaresult, the trade
deficit in September nearly
doubled to $16.6 billion, compared
to $8.6 billion in September 2024.
9d gRUTHERY, Rdar o
TR °TET THTHT ST 81
$16.6 3R g 741, Saie Rydar
2024 T U $8.6 3T |
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| fata | 93

Notably, the relatively poor performance of the export sector was due to lower exports of
services and not goods.

& ¢ A 91 I8 © 6 frafa & & $aeiRk vexH &1 FRr awgeil &1 761 afch Jarsit &1
%H foafa

India’s goods exports grew 6.7% to $36.4 billion in September 2025 despite that being the

first full month of 50% tariffs imposed by the U.S. on imports from India.

RrdeR 2025 T YR &1 9% fafd 6.7% TeaR $36.4 3R 8 741, ST&f® T8 98 UgaAT He AT AT

TS SHNDT 7 YR I ST TR 50% e AT AT

Services, which have so far bolstered India’s export performance, saw exports shrinking

5.5% in September 2025 to $30.8 billion.

3§ % YR o =t We=iA &1 WgRT ¢ arct Jarefi &1 afd fRidar 2025 & 5.5% gedr

$30.8 3Rd Iz M|

However, while the data shows that India’s exports to the U.S. are indeed 13.4% higher in

the cumulative April-September 2025 period than in the same period last year, they have

been declining steadily over the last few months.

BT 3fichs! ¥ UdT Iadl & fob Sie-Rydar 2025 ot 3afyy & YR o1 e &1 fafa

?ﬁaﬁﬁwﬁwﬁ 13.4% 3if¥® g, Al e $o AeH & 39 TIaR fiRmae 3ms
I

That is, where India’s exports to the U.S. stood at $8.8 billion in May 2025, they were

valued at $5.5 billion in September 2025.

3YTq, 7S 2025 & HRA &1 ST B fafa $8.8 3Ra o1, St fidaR 2025 & gedR $5.5 3R

RGRIRIN

“It is heartening to know that in this turbulence, our merchandise exports have kept up,”

Commerce Secretary Rajesh Agrawal said in a press briefing.

g DR 35T T ¢ fob 39 HTRRa1 & ot gaR et fafa = ot 7 smme xdt 87

qIforsa Afa ISR AT A T U Sfthil § 6T |

“That means our industry has been resilient and they have been able to withstand the

turbulence by retaining their supply chains and business. They might be taking on some of

the costs on themselves,” Mr. Agrawal added.

“FHHT AIAS & b THRT STRT Al 67 & SR I (U TS I 3R ST B TG

TEHR SRR BT WEAT {641 § | HHTA: IBiH $S ANTd G& de- i giilt,” o Srraret A sha|

Mr. Agrawal also sought to downplay the increase in the trade deficit in September, saying

that international trade does not always follow the same pattern from year to year.

&t 3raTet - RideR § STUR "¢ H gfs 1 HHR 3Michd §U HTT ( SaRTPIT ATUR & I
TS gt U &1 uTad el ol
“On a cumulative basis, we are still doing better than last year,” he said.

I BT, ‘P ey, g1 ot 4t Iz d 9 ¥ SeR U R | B I

“That means the part of the exports that are not facing tariffs are growing well, but also the
part of the exports that do face the tariffs are also growing. The exports have not come
down.”

‘DT HaaTd & b ewbl BT YT 7 B arel fFrafe off 3t akg 916 3@ §, 3k Sl ol &
SR A Ed 1 9 e 71 Frafa ge g g1

Looking at the first half of the financial year, the data shows that total exports grew 4.45%
in the April-September 2025 period to $413.3 billion.

farita adf @ ugcl S & T gU, Sidws! J UdT Tedr § [ site-RydaR 2025 &t srafer &
pa fratd 4.45% TgHR $413.3 3R 51 T4

Total imports grew at a relatively slower 3.55% to $472.8 billion over the same period.

T ST 3T Al H 3uendpd il 7 ¥ 3.55% TGHR $472.8 3RT g1 141

As a result, the trade deficit during the first half of the financial year shrank by 2.3%.

39 URUTHEY, faxity a9 &) ugeh SHE! A TR °TeT 2.3% e
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Police destroy nearly 10,000 _ _ _
ganja plants in Attappady Zal;%;ggjtroy nearly 10,000 ganja plants in

The police on Tuesday destroyed a large number TSt o gi%r\q = TRIHAT 10,000 TIiST Wl B
of ganja plants illegally cultivated for commercial v f&ar

gain deep inside the forests of Attappady in
Kerala. They said nearly 10,000 plants, with
three months’ growth, were eradicated from 60
cents of land in the Pudur forest area. A joint
team comprising the members of the
Anti-Terrorist Squad, District Anti Narcotics
Special Action Force and Pudur police station

e The police on Tuesday destroyed a large number
of ganja plants illegally ' .
cultivated for commercial
gain deep inside the
forests of Attappady in

: 3 s Kerala.
took part in the raid. They said it was one of the .
biggest anti- a operations by the Kerala Police.  T'1<19 &l REALKd
® ganja op y 3T & SiTal & HiaR

qu%ﬁﬁﬂw%mwﬁmﬁwﬁ%ﬁaﬁwm|

e They said nearly 10,000 plants, with three months’ growth, were eradicated from 60 cents
of land in the Pudur forest area.

IBI FATT o TIHT 10,000 Uiel, fomat i 989 Ft gfS 31 gt o, B ggr a1 & T 60
e yfir 9 3@rs foar m|

¢ Ajoint team comprising the members of the Anti-Terrorist Squad, District Anti Narcotics
Special Action Force and Pudur police station took part in the raid.
- wrTs, e TH-TRS IRy Vel TaR Wi ¥ SR Ygr Yy wIE & e 9
[ERERERIREA: L colit EER IR R R eIl

e They said it was one of the biggest anti-ganja operations by the Kerala Police.

Igi- gar fob g8 e Yferd gR1 &1 T8 Jad ol TH-Trie srearsal § 9 e R

The Hindu Bureau
MYSURU

Three tiger cubs, found in
an emaciated condition at
the Biligiri Ranganathas-
wamy Temple Tiger Re-
serve (BRT) Tiger Reserve
in Chamarajanagar dis-
trict, have been rescued by
the Forest Department,
and will be shifted to a wild
animals’ rescue centre in
Mysuru, Karnataka as their
mother has not been found
in the vicnity.

On October 13, forest
guards sighted two cubs
near the Punjanur-Bedugu-
li road during regular pa-
trolling. Surmising that the
cubs were awaiting their
mother, the guards conti-
nued their patrolling and
returned to the same spot
after some time. The cubs
were still moving around

One of the three cubs rescued
from the BRT Tiger Reserve by
the forest department.

and seemed to be
disoriented.

The guards combed the
area looking for signs of
the mother in the vicinity,
but did not find any. Based
on the directives of higher
officials, camera traps
were installed at the area
for surveillance and moni-
toring.

Three weak cubs shifted from
tiger reserve to rescue centre

Despite the efforts, the
mother could not be
traced. Later, a third cub
emerged from the thickets
during the combing
operation.

B.S. Sripathi, Deputy
Conservator of Forest and
Director, BRT Tiger Re-
serve, said the cubs were
about a month old and that
there was no possibility of
their survival in the ab-
sence of their mother.

A Standard Technical
Guidance and Monitoring
Committee was constitut-
ed as per the norms and
the three cubs are being
monitored by veterinar-
ians.

Officials said that the
cubs will be shifted to the
Chamundi Wild Animals
Rescue and Rehabilitation
Centre at Koorgalli on the
outskirts of Mysuru.
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Three weak cubs shifted from tiger reserve to rescue centre

dF HHEIR AMaD] i TR Rerd I g Hex RiAiaRa faar

Three tiger cubs, found in an emaciated condition at the Biligiri Ranganathaswamy
Temple (BRT) Tiger Reserve in Chamarajanagar district, have been rescued by the
Forest Department, and will be shifted to a wild animals’ rescue centre in Mysuru,
Karnataka as their mother has not been found in the vicinity.

IR frd & fafafR Srryardt Euat (BRT) erswR erd # SR gTed & U g
< 91" IMEDT B g FAURT 3 Far, SR 396! A & AU 7 s & HRU S% BHled
F Mg R a=ofta Wag dex & R fasar smem|
On October 13, forest guards sighted two cubs near the Punjanur-Beduguli road during
regular patrolling. Surmising that the cubs were awaiting their mother, the guards continued
their patrolling and returned to the same spot after some time. The cubs were still moving
around and seemed to be disoriented.

13 SR B! 9 I&pT 3 it TRa & ERE Yo R-IGIel HSdh & U &l WATaSH| Bl o |
g AMd gU 3 1a@ Su=it Af &1 Uchla R I3 2, & TR oIRI 39d gU $S I9Y 916 It
VM W e | WMadh 3F g7 38 A 3R YR a1 R A
The guards combed the area looking for signs of the mother in the vicinity, but did not find
any. Based on the directives of higher officials, camera traps were installed at the area for
surveillance and monitoring.

&t A & T 1T & A= Wiem & e aam=ht it e, dfe s R A8l firen 3=
SRl & A R 3 &7 § AR iR AifFe i & fiw FaRT &w T e
Despite the efforts, the mother could not be traced. Later, a third cub emerged from the
thickets during the combing operation.

| % STacG AT &1 Ual 8! auImaT off 9T | 916 &, aansit S & SR snfeal I TRmr
TP dlgR AHAT|

B.S. Sripathi, Deputy Conservator of Forest and Director, BRT Tiger Reserve, said the
cubs were about a month old and that there was no possibility of their survival in the
absence of their mother.

1.9, fiurdt, 97 SWar® 3R BRT SR Rerd & F1awrp, 7 $e1 i 2Mae arvw v
e & € 3R A7 & fa1 37 SHfad 389 BT BIg U1 781 3|
A Standard Technical Guidance and Monitoring Committee was constituted as per the
norms and the three cubs are being monitored by veterinarians.

o & IR U W@ de-ie! Arfexi= 3R fATRT afafa nfed &1 72 § sk fi=f
] $) AR 0y Rifra®) gRT $t &1 3@ 21
Officials said that the cubs will be shifted to the Chamundi Wild Animals Rescue and
Rehabilitation Centre at Koorgalli on the outskirts of Mysuru.

SIRHTRET 3 &1 % AMaD! DI AYE & qTeR} TP Hitcelt (eUd IS ATSeS THHed W,
ts Refafrezm dex & wmraia faar s
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Maoist violence restricted to
11 districts, says government

Only three districts — Bijapur, Sukma, and Narayanpur districts of Chhattisgarh — marked as most

affected, says Home Ministry; in 2013, there were 126 districts affected by left-wing extremism

Vijaita Sin,
NEW DELHI

n a day when se-
0nior CPI (Maoist)
leader Mallojula

Venugopal Rao, alias Bhu-
pati, and 60 other cadres
surrendered in Maharash-
tra, the Union Home Minis-
try on Wednesday said the
number of districts affect-
ed by left-wing extremism-
had come down to 11 from
18 earlier this year.

The number of “most-
affected” districts has re-
duced from six to three,
with Bijapur, Sukma, and
Narayanpur districts of
Chhattisgarh now falling in
the category, the Ministry
said on Wednesday.

In 2013, there were 126
affected districts and fol-
lowing continuous opera-
tions, the number was res-
tricted to 18 in April 2025.

Since 2021, more than
100 forward-operating bas-
es or camps of security
forces have been esta-
blished in affected areas, a
majority of them in Chhat-
tisgarh, said a senior go-
vernment official.

Besides Bijapur, Sukma,
and Narayanpur, the other
affected districts are Dan-

Maoist violence restricted to 11 districts, says government

a—

Beginning of the end: Naxal leader Bhupati surrendering before
Maharashtra Chief Minister in Gadchiroli on Wednesday. PTi

tewada, Gariaband, Kank-
er, and Mohla-Manpur-Am-
bagarh Chowki in
Chhattisgarh, West Singhb-
hum in Jharkhand, Balagh-
at in Madhya Pradesh, Gad-
chiroli in Maharashtra, and
Kandhamal in Odisha.
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah has announced
that Maoism will be com-
pletely eradicated from the
country by March 31, 2026.
The Ministry said that
this year, 312 cadres had
been killed, including a CPI
(Maoist) general secretary
and eight other Polit Bu-
reau/Central Committee

members; 836 cadres have
been arrested, and 1,639
have surrendered and
joined the mainstream.
The surrendered cadres in-
clude one Polit Bureau
member and a Central
Committee member.

Sustained operations
The Ministry said that the
National Action Plan and
Policy, which envisages a
multi-pronged approach,
helped in eradicating the
influence of left-wing ex-
tremism.

The policy includes pre-
cise intelligence-based and

Ar3fard) f&ar saa 11 forel a& Hfad, TReR A Far

e Onlythree districts — Bijapur, Sukma, and Narayanpur districts of Chhattisgarh —
marked as most affected, says the Home Ministry; in 2013, there were 126 districts
affected by left-wing extremism.

Fad a1 ford — fIeTR, gt 3R ARTEUIR B (@ ™mTe) — & g9 guifad & o o

people-friendly  counter
operations. “These steps
were accompanied by swift
domination of areas with
security vacuum, targeting
of top leaders as well as
overground workers,
countering the ideology,
rapid development of in-
frastructure and saturation
of welfare schemes, chok-
ing of finances, enhanced
coordination between
states and centre govern-
ments and accelerated in-
vestigation and prosecu-
tion of Maoist related
cases,” the Ministry said.

Referring to former
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh’s assessment of the
Maoist insurgency, the Mi-
nistry said, “Once called
India’s biggest internal se-
curity challenge by the
then Prime Minister in
2010, Naxalism is now visi-
bly retreating. Naxals had
planned a Red Corridor -
stretching from Pashupati
in Nepal to Tirupati in And-
hra Pradesh. In 2013, 126
districts from different
States reported Naxal-re-
lated violence; by March
2025, this tally had fallen to
just 18, with only six classi-
fied as most-affected dis-
tricts.”

fafed foran T, T waTerd A &gT; 2013 H, STTUA TRUGY ¥ 126 ford wutfad 31

e On aday when senior CPI (Maoist) leader Mallojula Venugopal Rao, alias Bhupati, and 60
other cadres surrendered in Maharashtra, the Union Home Ministry on Wednesday said
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the number of districts affected by left-wing extremism had come down to 11 from 18 earlier
this year.
o fem afvg cpi (wreiardl) Aar geaigar AuENUTa 39, 3% Yufd, 3R 60 3 HST A

o gudur frar, 3 fo7 Feia T wArad A gUAR & Fel 6 arguedt Ivauy 3
U foTell o1 e 9 Td & SRY § 18 ¥ Uea 11 81 78 ¢
The number of “most-affected” districts has reduced from six to three, with Bijapur,
Sukma, and Narayanpur districts of Chhattisgarh now falling in the category, the Ministry
said on Wednesday.
«FE g el 3 Ser 98 A b 69 81 7E 2, R o faeTgR, o &k
ARIVTYR ford (B<iaTe) 39 4ot & o1d §, WaTera 3 §UaR &) FaTl
In 2013, there were 126 affected districts and following continuous operations, the number
was restricted to 18 in April 2025.
112_5(313 H, 126 wuTiad fora 3 SR AR HATeH & 916, ST 38 2025 H 18 d Wi g

I

Since 2021, more than 100 forward-operating bases or camps of security forces have

been established in affected areas, a majority of them in Chhattisgarh, said a senior
government official.

2021 §, gyTiad &1 § 100 I St R WaTer SMYR a1 JR&m gal & fRifar wifid fow
T E, o it BiieTe | €, T ag WRert SferR) 3 &al

Besides Bijapur, Sukma, and Narayanpur, the other affected districts are Dantewada,
Gariaband, Kanker, and Mohla-Manpur-Ambagarh Chowki in Chhattisgarh, West
Singhbhum in Jharkhand, Balaghat in Madhya Pradesh, Gadchiroli in Maharashtra, and
Kandhamal in Odisha.

IR, garHT 3R ARTIVIYR & 3(elTar 3= yHIfad foral € daarsT, Tieg, i i
WEA-AFYR- AR Aol (SUARATE), Ui Rigyy @RGs), STam™re @ uew),
TSRRI ([ERTY) SR HyATd (SifsEm)|

Union Home Minister Amit Shah has announced that Maoism will be completely
eradicated from the country by March 31, 2026.

Feita g Tt ifRre 2TE 3 IYOn Y 2 R 31 A 2026 T 3 S WHeNaTdaTE T RE
HHTG B fer S|

The Ministry said that this year, 312 cadres had been killed, including a CPI (Maoist)
general secretary and eight other Polit Bureau/Central Committee members; 836 cadres
have been arrested, and 1,639 have surrendered and joined the mainstream.

AT 3 Fel fh 39 19, 312 FeI AR MY, 51 T CPI (ATsiiard)) Herafua 3k 8 3=
Tifere sRYAed A Towa W §; 836 e FRER frw g, 3R 1,639 A FudUr H53
YRIURT | M g Y|

The surrendered cadres include one Polit Bureau member and a Central Committee
member.

Taftfa Het & T Nfiie sgR) Wewd 3R U ded SR Taw A 3|

Sustained operations
AR FdTeld

The Ministry said that the National Action Plan and Policy, which envisages a multi-
pronged approach, helped in eradicating the influence of left-wing extremism.

TATera 3 el 3 P BT AT iR A, S agamar efwior @ it 3, 3 amaueh
TRUGY & YT B JATE HRA | Heg DI
The policy includes precise mtelhgence -based and people friendly counter operations.
Hfa & wéte gitear snutlva sik sAfgasrt ufewd Jama i &

“These steps were accompanied by swift domination of areas with security vacuum,
targeting of top leaders as well as overground workers, countering the ideology, rapid
development of infrastructure and saturation of welfare schemes, choking of finances,
enhanced coordination between states and centre governments and accelerated
investigation and prosecution of Maoist related cases,” the Ministry said.

2 Hedl & a1y JReT fraa &Y wR @ fzron, =i Aanaif ok siawnds srfwatsi w
=T, faeReRT &1 gohradn, S3pREaRR &1 duil I fasTa iR Heamor gie-rs &1

Page5 1

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Wehbsite : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

GRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

UTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

faavur, fasd 31 ga19, T4 SR F% ORI & S TU<ag g1, 3R ATeNardt dafia
THal @1 @fd S R e e 3, BArer | FET

e Referring to former Prime Minister Manmohan Singh’s assessment of the Maoist
insurgency, the Ministry said, “Once called India’s biggest internal security challenge by
the then Prime Minister in 2010, Naxalism is now visibly retreating. Naxals had planned a
Red Corridor — stretching from Pashupati in Nepal to Tirupati in Andhra Pradesh. In
2013, 126 districts from different States reported Naxal-related violence; by March 2025, this
tally had fallen to just 18, with only six classified as most-affected districts.”

gd UTEA AeraeH fRig & wrsiard! fasie & ode &1 garar od gU A A HgT, “2010
T qhTelA T GRT 38 YR &) GaQ 981 Aiaie® JR&T gAdt &8l 71 T, Fegadrg
39 WY FU F NS g QT 8| TR 7 Th I8 BIRSR B! Ao 5T 2 — Aure & uxpufa
 3riel ueR & fawufd a1 2013 #, fafta Isul & 126 foral 7 Taga daeh fiFar Raid o, ard
2025 & I8 WA gedHR Had 18 I8 TS, orH Had B¢ &I Tad guifad ford & wu

Fffera fara a1

Aquaculture model
of Sundarbans wins

FAO recogl ition

Shiv Sahay Singh

KOLKATA

A model of Sustainable
Aquaculture in Mangrove
Ecosystems (SAIME) deve-
loped by the Nature Envi-
ronment and Wildlife So-
ciety (NEWS) in West
Bengal’s Sundarbans has
been conferred Global
Technical Recognition by
the Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) of the
United Nations.

The recognition was
conferred on the non-go-
vernmental organisation
on October 15, during
FAQ’s 80th Anniversary Ce-
lebrations and the World
Food Forum at its head-
quarters in Rome, Italy.

The SAIME initiative in
the Indian Sundarbans ex-
emplifies an ecosystem-
based, climate-adaptive,
and conservation-linked li-
velihood approach, ensur-
ing 5%-30% mangrove cov-
erage in  aquaculture

ponds. After a few years of
implementation  across
29.84 hectares of farm area
by 42 fish farmers, the an-
nual average net profit of
farmers increased by over
100%, owing to a signifi-
cant reduction in produc-
tion costs.

Farmers practising sus-
tainable aquaculture at
Chaital in North 24 Parga-
nas and Madhabpur in
South 24 Parganas districts
use mangrove litter as fod-
der for the input-intensive
monoculture of Black Tiger
Shrimp (Penaeus mono-
don).

“This climate-adaptive
model enhances coastal re-
silience, supports sustaina-
ble livelihoods, promotes
chemical-free shrimp farm-
ing, and aids carbon se-
questration and climate ac-
tion in the context of global
sea-level rise,” Ajanta Dey,
Joint Secretary of NEWS,
who received the award
said.

Aquaculture model of Sundarbans wins
FAO recognition

WWWWW FAO @t
HI T YT

e A model of Sustainable Aquaculture in
Mangrove Ecosystems (SAIME) developed by the
Nature Environment and Wildlife Society (NEWS)
in West Bengal’s Sundarbans has been conferred
Global Technical Recognition by the Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United
Nations.

T3 S & Hevad H AW THarR-He TS
ATETS AT |IATFE! (NEWS) mﬁmﬁmﬁaﬁa
U e AISd (SAIME) &l

|G Y BT W SR I W16 (FAO) gRT af¥ye
AT Ue™ &1 75 5
e The recognition was conferred on the non-
governmental organisation on October 15, during
FAO’s 80th Anniversary Celebrations and the
World Food Forum at its headquarters in Rome,

Italy.
g AT 15 PI FAO 1 80dl e

Sfdgar

ARG IR fay @y 9 & GRE A9, gedt § 59
TN R IR-TRBRY TS S UgH $I TS|

e The SAIME initiative in the Indian
Sundarbans exemplifies an ecosystem-based,
climate-adaptive, and conservation-linked
livelihood approach, ensuring 5%—-30% mangrove
coverage in aquaculture ponds.

YR Yea- H SAIME Ugd U FHIRICH-
ATSTIPHT ERHIV BT IETER 3, Sl TR UTer
araTal § 5%-30% AU Havel JH1Sd HAT 5 |

o After a few years of implementation across
29.84 hectares of farm area by 42 fish farmers, the
annual average net profit of farmers increased by
over 100%, owing to a significant reduction in
production costs.
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42 Al fHaml gR1 29.84 FRUR BTH &F & $© aul & ha-ad- & alg, fHar! &1 arfd®
SN Y ATH 100% | S 5 741, oI T ¥ IAUTGH AT H Hedqul HH & HRUT|
e Farmers practising sustainable aquaculture at Chaital in North 24 Parganas and
Madhabpur in South 24 Parganas districts use mangrove litter as fodder for the input-
intensive monoculture of Black Tiger Shrimp (Penaeus monodon).
SR 24 TN & Aqd 3R SF0T 24 WRIAT & ATUaqR et & Tdd I ura- o I8 faH
PTAT 2T37R ST (Penaeus monodon) &1 §TYE-Te Thd Wel & T AAG FHeRT HT
SN AR & U & $Hd g
e “This climate-adaptive model enhances coastal resilience, supports sustainable
livelihoods, promotes chemical-free shrimp farming, and aids carbon sequestration and
climate action in the context of global sea-level rise,” said Ajanta Dey, Joint Secretary of
NEWS, who received the award.

“Ug TAATY-AJHA AISH ¢ 1T AT Serdl o, Tdd Seifa®T &1 9 &l g,
IR -Had T UTe &I 9g1d1 & 8, 3R A a9 W gf & el o Sreq
TN 3R TeaTg HRATS H Heg Hdl 8, NEWS B I Tfea st 3, fSrgin
PR U fosar, 3 &gl

Opposition leaders
target Centre over
EPFO rule changes

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Leaders from several Op-
position parties on Wed-
nesday targeted the Union
government over the re-
cent changes to the Em-
ployees’ Provident Fund
Organisation (EPFO) rules,
which has raised the pe-
riod for provident fund ac-
count holders to withdraw
their money if remaining
unemployed.

Salaried class were be-
ing punished for the Na-
rendra Modi government’s
“mishandling of the econo-
my”, Manickam Tagore of
the Congress, and Saket
Gokhale of the Trinamool
Congress said on social
media, calling for the with-
drawal of the provisions by
Union Labour Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya.

The decision to amend
the scheme was taken by
the Central Board of Trus-
tees on Monday. Unem-
ploved members of retire-
ment fund body EPFO will
now be able to get final set-
tlement or full withdrawal
of funds from the provi-
dent fund and pension ac-
counts after 12 months and
36 months of unemploy-
ment, respectively. At pre-
sent, the scheme provides
for withdrawal of all funds
from the provident fund as

well as pension account af-
ter two months of continu-
ous unemployment.

Mr. Tagore called the
change in rules nothing
short of “cruelty”, and
asked, “Who benefits from
this, Mr, Modi?", before ar-
guing that this move would
“finish” the lives of pen-
sioners who depended on
the EPF to survive, Mr.
Gokhale called the changes
“shocking and ridiculous™.

The government, in a
fact sheet, said these state-
ments were “misleading™
and a “misinterpretation of
facts”. “The decision of the
CBT enables a member to
have a fine balance bet-
ween liberal withdrawal
options for various exigen-
cles and personal needs by
allowing the withdrawal of
75% of the funds without
documentation and still
leaving a decent corpus
that will be available at the
time of retirement,” it said.

The government said
that statements alleging
workers can only withdraw
“75% of their savings” were
“incorrect”, It said, “100%
of the Eligible balance (ex-
cluding the 25% minimum
balance) can be with-
drawn™ by those who have
finished at least 12 months
of services under any of
the “simplified provisions™
any time during the year.

Opposition leaders target Centre over EPFO rule
changes

fqueht Aarai A EPF fAgw) # 9edTd & AP By
IRHR B fr=m=n s9m

e Leaders from several Opposition parties on
Wednesday targeted the Union government over the recent
changes to the Employees’ Provident Fund Organisation
(EPFO) rules, which has raised the period for provident fund
account holders to withdraw their money if remaining
unemployed.

%3 faueh qal & Adrefl 7 JUIR I g WRBR B HHARL
yfaw fAfY Sre=1 (EPFO) & fawl o giferar sgara &1 dax
=TT S, o SRISR X8+ R Yids (Y @rar 4R o
o O FrepTem &) eraf s 1 B

e Salaried class were being punished for the Narendra
Modi government’s “mishandling of the economy”,
Manickam Tagore of the Congress, and Saket Gokhale of the
Trinamool Congress said on social media, calling for the
withdrawal of the provisions by Union Labour Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya.

Jainht a1l B g W WBR Bt “Srdferawit Ft Taq
Eefein & for <fed foba o @71 B, S $ Widred 2R &R
JUIE HIOT & Tdhd TRIA - W FSTT R e, 3R S
oH A TG HSTAAT 9§ 37 UGl &1 9199 o B i Bl

e The decision to amend the scheme was taken by the
Central Board of Trustees on Monday.

Y AT H RN FHR BT 01 Agd 918 3T et A
IR B ferm

¢ Unemployed members of retirement fund body EPFO
will now be able to get final settlement or full withdrawal of
funds from the provident fund and pension accounts after
12 months and 36 months of unemployment, respectively.
3§ EPFO & SRISMR e Hfdsg fAfer 3R U= @i §
HURT: 12 TR 3R 36 HeM aRIGRRI & aTe Sifed fAder ar
guf PRI HR J&H|
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At present, the scheme provides for withdrawal of all funds from the provident fund as well
as pension account after two months of continuous unemployment.

gaH H, Ao Wigss Y 3R 999 @1 ¥ TR o HelH RIS & 916 I+ thg fFeraq
B 3FAR S B

Mr. Tagore called the change in rules nothing short of “cruelty”, and asked, “Who benefits
from this, Mr. Modi?”, before arguing that this move would “finish” the lives of pensioners
who depended on the EPF to survive.

ot SR 7 ot B Seard &I “HRar T R YBT, S99 fhq @y ghm, 4t Hidl??, oik g8 ad
T fos 39 Hed I UFWIRTET &t fSieh @@ g S, St EpF iR iR 91

Mr. Gokhale called the changes “shocking and ridiculous”.

ft REe 3 IEATd B! A aTel SR FRARYE” FTT |

The government, in a fact sheet, said these statements were “misleading” and a
“misinterpretation of facts”.

WHR A U bae e ¥ o1 {F F 59 “UmHe” SR “qui & Terd arer g

“The decision of the CBT enables a member to have a fine balance between liberal
withdrawal options for various exigencies and personal needs by allowing the withdrawal of
75% of the funds without documentation and still leaving a decent corpus that will be available
at the time of retirement,” it said.

N HET T, “CBT &1 Fuig U Tew &1 faftm safrasdrsil siR aafaara sawadarstt &
fore IeR fFAeRf fawedl  Yga 918 @ B e §91dT 8, o 75% s fomT gxdtaw &
fyaTel S Tehd € SR bR +ft v yafa Af &<t gt § S arf~gfy & 99g Iuasy ghfti”
The government said that statements alleging workers can only withdraw “75% of their
savings” were “incorrect”.

WRBR A Bl fob S 91 & a1 71 fob Tolgr a3t e IR BT 75% 8 Fobrat Favd
RIS

It said, “100% of the Eligible balance (excluding the 25% minimum balance) can be withdrawn
by those who have finished at least 12 months of services under any of the “simplified
provisions” any time during the year.

9 &gl AT, <o i fordi! off TReflpd Urau™ o dgd $H A $H 12 TaiH &1 91 G R gb
€, 3 R I & IR 100% UTH A A (25% TATH AW IR Bl BISHR) FAbTd Tohd 7
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Biotech surge builds momentum
but faces scaling bottlenecks

Leadership in biotechnology will require India to streamline its ecosvstern and channed resources into high-impact areas; the government. industry

leaders. and academia need to consolidate funding, build integrated infrastructure, and recondle regulation with intemational best practices

o ——

ndia’s hlotech surge has been
nething shart of extraondinary over
the past several years. From a
madest count of roughly 500
startups n 2018, the number has scared
to over 10,000 in 2025, This rapad
expansion is supported by a network of
9 incubators across 25 States, fuelling
inmovation that's transforming healthcare
and the life sciences,
Including the BioEd Poficy and an
ambitious vision 10 create a $300-billion
bloeconomy by 2030 have set the stage
tor a sector potsed w0 become a global
3 Serum Insticute of Indis and Bharst
Biatech have Jong showcased India's
proseess in delivering afordable vaccines
und generics, while homsegrown planeers
like MedGenome and Strand Life Sclences
are pow driving breakthroughs in
precision medicine .nnd dingnostics.
Stroag por | suppoart,
confidence, and inherent competigive
advantages are key factors behind the
vitwant biotech ecosystem, Schemes such
s Seartup [ndia, BIRAC-funded initiatives,
and production-linked incentives have
streamilined processes and sttracted
significant foreign direct mvestment (s
India permas 100 FDI i many biotech
segments). This openness bas allowed the
manon to becore a keader in generics and
vaccine production, supplyimg over 607%
of global doses for Emmunisstions such as
DPT, BOG, and mweasles,

Innovdion. Rupresentative image. UsDc

specialised Bacilities, such a8 plos-scale
purification systems, filland-fnish sultes,
and robust regulatory affaies support
These are critical 1o advance promising
techmologies. As 2 result, entrepreneurs
are often forced to shuttle between dties
o complete a single development cycie,

duplicating expersive equipment and
After the carly stage bureaacratic processes, and wasting
Al the sume time, startups arrﬂnlr.u'mn nm'mm sclentific talent.
artificial mtelligence (Al to revol 2 y compl also slow
research imd development. Companies progress. India’s existing framewnrks for
like MedGenome are using Al-driven clinical trials, patent laws, and product
analvtics 10 accelerate drug discovery and | approval were designed In an earller era

refine chnical diagnostics, curting costs
and enhancing patient outcomes. The
umique combenation of affordable R&D, a
diverse and youny talent pool, and rapil
_ digital Integration has positioned Indis ot
the forefront of biotech | {

Despite these achievesnents, the secor
faces significans challenges thas keep this
momentum from continuing. Although
headline investments over the past two
years bave reached aroand §3 billion,
capital is extremely scaroe when
companies require tens of millions of
dollars o scale for phase 1 elinkcal trials
oc build dedicated
good-manufacturing-peactice (GMP)
facilities.

While companies such as Inovio and
Mylab Discovery Solutions bave
successfully mnvigated early stage hurdies,
others have found it difficult to secure
additional rounds required to scale up to
global markess.

Consider a hypothetical Mumbal-based
healthcare startup developing an Al
platform for earty cancer detection that
stalled its $15 mlllmn ﬁmdmg round
becauese investars d

and now often Gl short of the dymamic
demands pesed by Al-driven immovation
and aatting-ecige biclogics. These delays
dont anly postpone market entry: they
also deter imternational collsboration and
Envestiment,

To overcoene these challenges and
unlock the full potenmial of the biotech
ecosystem, Inclia needs 0 address several
strafegic priorities. Focemost. the system
st Jocus on beirgg devp rather than
wide. That is, rather than dispersing
resounes aross a fragmented ncubator
landiscape, India neads 10 consolidate its
effurts into a few robust clusters.

For imstance, 3 “GMP Commons™ in
Genome Valley or 2 Mumbai-Pune
corvidor, jointly funded by the

| pvestiment, multinationsals, and
develog

nt finance ©
pool expensive downstream qnpmﬂu

Aunique combination of afordable RED, 0 diverse and young talent pool, and rapkd dpitsl integyation has positoned india ot the i;dmr( of teotech

speciaky censers within the All India
Instirute of Medical Sclences hospitals
dedicated ward space,
Imaging suites, and integrated
electronic-health-recond systems
exclussvely for industry-sponscored clinical
trials. Hurmooised ethics committess and
ised laboratories co
subsequently reduce trial delays, ensuring
data integrity and ressuring
international regulators.

Fourth, addressing talent challenges
through a reverse brain drain initiative is
paramount. Polickes inclading rax
holidays, relocation grants, and soft loans
could attract post-doctoeal scentists back
1o Indis, while micro-credential courses
I areas siach as CRESPR process
engineering. GMP data integrity, and
Al-driven biostatistics would ensure the
warkforoe stays competitive.

Finally, adapting a risk-based,

an] expert services that indiy
startups could never afford alone.

Talent challenges
Bridging the financing gap & lmperative.
A dedicated beotechnoliogy fund modelled

peographically divesse clinical validstion.
Plot studies covering both rural and
\rban reglons for regatatory approval
wltimately would bave led to vilue Jeakage
and shifted potensial growth 10 a rper
aguirer,

Strategic priorithes

Fragmentation s another major concern
Pespie hosting over 70 incubators, few
wre equipped with the comphese sulte of

digital venture structures
Luuil provide matching equity or venture
debt for comgranies that hive
demonstrated proof-of concept ber are
not yet market-ready. Blended-finance
structures would draw i instisutional
capital from insurance companies and
[\ funds while providing
puaransees 1o cushion scientific risks
Thind, establishing ke phase trial bubs
woukd streamiine product development
significamly. For Instance, a neswork of

« -specific y framework
that mirroes sucoessfid mod:h like the
BEuropean Uion's tiered AT Act and the
LS Food and Drug Admindstration’s
Predetermined Change Control Plars
could help tailor validations for datases
diversity and algorithm performunce
wilhout imposéng unnecessarily rigid
ocontrols an all mnovistions.

Streamlinlog and reconcifiation
There are several promising focus areas
for startups Jooking to capture new value,
Al-driven drug design, moleculr
dagmostics, and digital health plafoems
are ganing significant traction in

huhs such as and

Lo

Hyderahad, pardioularly in accekrating

drug disvovery and improving dinical
diagmostics, Precision genomics and
affordabie gene therapies which utilise
rechnologies like CRISPR hold potential so
address chromic diseases that burden
both domestic and mtervational markets.
In paralied, sustainabde agricultural
biotechnology continues to offer immense
opportunities. With 85% of Indian Grms
besng smualber than 2 hectares, starups

pest cantrol; for instance, ploneering
companies ke Cropén and Fasal have
demonstrated how localised Al
mitegration can enhance yield and an
mput costs.

Further, India’s established strengths
n vaccine production, béosimikars, and
generics only solidify fes povential as &

obal hub. Bicsech’s
Lnch of the world's first intranasal
COVIDY vaccine exemplifies how Iodian
Imnovation can achieve gobal impact.

Meurrwhiile, longestablished glants such

as Serum Institue of Indlia and Biocon
have set international benchmarks for
quakity und cost efclency, bying the
proundwork foc domestic startups to
Teverage their expertise into products of
higher value.

Looking forward, global keadership in
biotechnokogy will reguire India to
smartly streamiline #ts ccosystem and
channel resources ineo high-mpact areas.
The government, industry keaders, and
academia need to work collaboratively to
covsolidate lundirgg, build imtegrated
mirastrocture, and reconcile regulatoey
standards with international best
practices.

By focusing on these Kregc
priotities, India will be able to sustain s
remmackable quantitative growth as well as
achleve qualicarive beeakthroughs thas
will trasesform ks blotechnology sector
mito a moded of glohal excellence
healtheare and e sciences,

(Devpakshi Kasat i a soientist with
GlaxoSmirhKTine in Califormia. The views
expvessal heve ave the author’s own and
donrt (revobwe these of the compary:

| deepabshibasatingmal com)
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Biotech surge builds momentum but faces scaling bottlenecks

TP &7 H dvil 3 3 §, Afp iR A srurd o+t g3 &

India’s Biotech Surge

YR $1 Fa-Menfiat A IoTa

¢ India’s biotech surge has been nothing short of extraordinary
over the past several years.

U5d 7o auf § YRd Bt Sa-WeNfie & IsTa SRyRI 3T | -

e From a modest count of roughly 500 startups in 2018, the number !,f )
has soared to over 10,000 in 2025. - \Q
TATHAT 2018 A 500 TSI I TGHR T8 TAT 2025 H 10,000 A D
I 81 TS B

e This rapid expansion is supported by a network of 94 incubators across 25 States, fuelling
innovation that’s transforming healthcare and life sciences.

Tg g 3G 25 Tl B Hd 94 FAFACH & Aead I JARIT €, S Ty /4T 3R sitaq
fag & TaRR @) defed #R @ B

e Government-backed initiatives including the BioE3 Policy and an ambitious vision to
create a $300-billion bioeconomy by 2030 have set the stage for a sector poised to become
a global powerhouse.

BioE3 Hifd 3R 2030 9% 300 3RT SIeR B! wig-fTTRIT §7H &1 Aegawieh =P Tfed
WHR Ugd 39 &7 B! U Ay wfed a7 &1 fa=n § iR #e @ B

e Established companies such as Serum Institute of India and Bharat Biot ech have long
showcased India’s prowess in affordable vaccines and generics.

Ww sxteyge oifw $fear ok YRT Ire® ot dufal 3 Owdt dw=fi= o SAR® qarsit
T URT BT &A1 B s T I Tefid far g

e Home-grown pioneers like MedGenome and Strand Life Sciences are now driving
breakthroughs in precision medicine and diagnostics.

MedGenome 3IR Strand Life Sciences é@ﬁ%&ﬁ 3ol Sufar sie e AfsRia sik
SRR & 7 Wl H ) 2

e Strong governmental support, investor confidence, and competitive advantages are key
factors behind the vibrant biotech ecosystem.
Togd PR U, fFazre! &1 faym, ok uferuutere ey 39 shida Sa-menfiet
TRy 41 & TgE SR

e Schemes such as Startup India, BIRAC-funded initiatives, and Production Linked
Incentives (PLI) have streamlined processes and attracted significant foreign direct
investment (FDI).

Startup India, BIRAC TYSIHTY, 3R IeUTe SMUTRa TiedTe (PLI) S} aiorrait = ufshanait
P I a1 g 3R veuer fae=ht = (Fpi) &) sefdfa fear B

e India permits 100% FDI in many biotech segments, making it a leader in generics and
vaccine production.

YR S Sa-Uieifiest &= 7 1009 FDI B A a1 7, o a8 Sfve 3R A= Iaurea
T aroft 9 T B

¢ India now supplies over 60% of global vaccine doses for immunisations such as DPT,
BCG, and measles.

YR 3§ AfYe aRAT WRTHT BT 60% A 31RIF (G DPT, BCG, 3R WHERT) Y& HRal g

After the Early Stage
URTH® RO & 91
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Startups are increasingly embracing Artificial Intelligence (Al) to revolutionise research and
development (R&D).

WIS 31 HIAT FFFHAT (Al) B TG I 3R b (R&D) & Hifd AR &
Companies like MedGenome are using Al-driven analytics to accelerate drug discovery
and refine clinical diagnostics, cutting costs and i |mprovmg outcomes.

MedGenome ST HURET Al MU fIREYUT &7 ITAT S gdT @i 3R AP
THeU B A B I T, R ATa B9 21 T R 3R uikomy Jger 81 B 7

The unique combination of affordable R&D, a diverse and young talent pool, and rapid
digital integration has positioned India at the forefront of biotech innovation.

T&i RaD, fafay 3iv gar ufaur, qur deht A feforea watsur &1 sifgdia Jaom yRa &t
S9- MNP TaER & U & &1 ST ST ¢

Challenges in Scaling and Capital Gaps

faear @1 gAfear SR geft &5t et

Despite these achievements, the sector faces significant challenges that threaten continued
momentum.

= IUARIT & STac[e, T8 &F HG@YUl gl BT THT IR 6T ¢ Sl SHB! FRR WiIfel b
CURREZGIR

Although investments of around $3 billion were recorded over the past two years, capital
remains scarce for companies seeking tens of millions of dollars for Phase Il clinical trials
or GMP facility construction.

fU5a o1 auf & ST $3 3RT BT A% g3 7, Al bt 1| fFafea eraed a1 omp
ReTai ¥ frafor 3 Rie SuRE o Saxae o @ U St &1 G BT 7S T2
Companies such as Inovio and Mylab Discovery Solutions have navigated early-stage
hurdles successfully.

Inovio 3R Mylab Discovery Solutions Q@Wﬁﬁﬁwwaﬁmmﬁﬁm
UR &R IP! g

However, others have struggled to secure additional funding needed for global market
scaling.

BT, 3 HU- B! AfYP TR favaR & o siawaes sifafvad BiET o & &
HiSZ! BT YET HRAT IST 5 |

Consider a hypothetical Mumbai-based healthcare startup developing an Al platform for
early cancer detection that stalled its $15 million funding round because investors
demanded extensive and geographically diverse clinical validation.

A 3 b U o fRAT BT WIS, S FTR & Y3l Fgq & e Al wewid
o R 3|1 U1, 39T $15 Ffra wiET vds sufiu v mar wife ot 3 fawga ok
Winifers wu A fafae A T@mu= (clinical validation) @1 ART &1

Pilot studies covering rural and urban regions for regulatory approval would have caused
value leakage and shifted potential growth to a larger acquirer.

YrHIoT 3R Edt &3 P M HIA 9T URIAE eI (regulatory approval & fog) 3idd:
Hﬂm(vallé%leakage)ﬁwaqﬁ 3R YA gfg o) Tt 7Y srftmre® Uit ot 3R
RYHIART B

Strategic priorities

A4

ur

Fragmentation is another major concern.

W U 3R v fidn &1 fawg g1

Despite hosting over 70 incubators, few are equipped with the complete suite of specialised
facilities, such as pilot-scale purification systems, fill-and-finish suites, and robust
regulatory affairs support.

70 | 3P TR 511 & S1A9G, $S ol 1 Urdde-wR g Ylgweor yunfer, fra-vs-
it w1, SR voigE e aeal & wad orit @i fovy gfaemt Juasy §|

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Wehbsite : patrioticias.in

Page5 7


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

GRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
UTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

These are critical to advance promising technologies.
Y JRct gs MeNAfBal B M ggM & o1 s Tgaqul 5
As a result, entrepreneurs are often forced to shuttle between cities to complete a single
development cycle, duplicating expensive equipment and bureaucratic processes, and
wasting precious scientific talent.

, ST D) TP & AT eh Y T B & o W) & i ar et U €,
R e IuHUN SR el ufsarail & TRIgR 8t € 3R Fradt e ufaw
i gt 8|
Regulatory complexities also slow progress.
e sifeeany «f gofa &1 i w8
India’s existing frameworks for clinical trials, patent laws, and product approval were
designed in an earlier era and now often fall short of the dynamic demands posed by Al-
driven innovation and cutting-edge biologics.

YRd & JqH feafied erad, e S 3R STg WPfd ofd TR T8 § 9918 7T & 3R
&W%Al-anmhaqaﬁw 3R SrTyfId S Wit ot Tiaxfiia 9 & 1 S F fawd gt
WEI

These delays don’t only postpone market entry: they also deter international collaboration
and investment.

3 & 9 b TR § Y B Il © Sfeth AP WgANT SR f4a=1 &1 Hf gefienied
I g

To overcome these challenges and unlock the full potential of the biotech ecosystem, India
needs to address several strategic priorities.

g Al @ Fues iR arae s RIS 03 &1 T &ar Bl IR B4 & o, YR &
% YA Ui drsil W & Hied B 3 awgsd gl
Foremost, the system must focus on being deep rather than wide.

I U, TUTTeH ! AR & ISiTg TgRTS R &1 &7 Aneu|

Rather than dispersing resources across a fragmented incubator landscape, India needs to
consolidate its efforts into a few robust clusters.

fawfEa gagaer uRezy o SQreHl & Bam & o, HR & 30 T &) $3 qoigd
FaRed ¥ gHford &1 A1

For instance, a “GMP Commons” in Genome Valley or a Mumbai-Pune corridor, jointly
funded by the government, multinationals, and development finance institutions, could
pool expensive downstream equipment and expert services that individual startups could
never afford alone.

IETERYN & oY, S aeft T “GMP STH-0” 41 §a3-Yul FINSK, R TR, Tgegia
TR Jarsit o Wi R TohdT & e ST TS 3fhdl I8 et BR Tobdl |

Talent challenges

wfaur e gfaar

Bridging the financing gap is imperative.

farfta sfeR &1 T 3id AT g

A dedicated biotechnology fund modelled on innovative digital venture structures could
provide matching equity or venture debt for companies that have demonstrated proof-of-
concept but are not yet market-ready.

Tara f$forea Saw wameit W snuid te guffa Sa meifiet sy 39 Hufat o
T 3ferdl a1 dOR BT USH &R Gohdl § a4 RIgTd &1 YHIT (proof-of-concept) UK
foan 8 dife ot STOIR & g dar =81 5 |

Blended-finance structures would draw in institutional capital from insurance companies
and pension funds whlle providing partial guarantees to cushion scientific risks.

e S-WIgAd IATE ST Huf-al 3R UM BEd U IRINTG Golt SHT B, 1Y gl
ammaﬁmaﬁmmavmmmmm|
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Third, establishing late phase trial hubs would streamline product development
significantly.

TR, A B Tad g 1 RITTHT IUTG AP & B! g€ dP IRl o1 Jabvelt g |

For instance, a network of specialty centers within the All India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AlIMS) hospitals could allocate dedicated ward space, imaging suites, and
integrated electronic-health-record systems exclusively for industry-sponsored clinical
trials.

ISR & e, TR (AIIMS) 3RgdTal & HiaR faRiw el &1 Ue Acad IeRT-yrafora
frafed e & o fadiy ©u § ars W, SRR ged, oik 3-3 Rl Rivewy smdfea
IR GHdI g

Harmonised ethics committees and centralised laboratories could reduce trial delays,
ensuring data integrity and reassuring international regulators.

Tnfea Afawar witfaar ok Ffipa varmmamd gdeor & g1 areh S8 & HH HR Tl &,
fore SeT #1 resdr AT 81 3R SieRRTga fraraet o fagyr el

Fourth, addressing talent challenges through a reverse brain drain initiative is paramount.
v, et 99 31 Ugd & A1y 9 ufaHT gl &1 SETe Sfdd Savad gl

Policies including tax holidays, relocation grants, and soft loans could attract post-
doctoral scientists back to India, while micro-credential courses in areas such as CRISPR
process engineering, GMP data integrity, and Al-driven biostatistics would ensure the
workforce stays competitive. ]

FR Qe (tax holidays), RITARYT e, 3R AITe @ St Hifcal dive-sidevd amfaai
HI YR dler & 1T T d o Tl 8, e CRISPR Wik Seifafyar, gmp 3et
sl AR Al-MTied IR ey o &= § &a-yHIH UreashH Hriad &I ufawaelf
ST Q|

Finally, adopting a risk-based, context-specific regulatory framework that mirrors
successful models like the European Union’s tiered Al Act and the US FDA’s
Predetermined Change Control Plans could help tailor validations for dataset diversity
and algorithm performance without imposing unnecessarily rigid controls on all innovations.

3id #, Te wifeu-enuriva, wgy-fafkw fams erar soamn, o gRidig Wg & feaws Al
G{fﬁlﬁ'q'qaﬁ?a{ﬁﬁ?ﬁ FDA & Predetermined Change Control Plans S gd Arsdl 9§ Ad
TTaT g, Serde fafauar sk vanfien weRlA & e A &1 sFE o & & e &R Il
%, for @uft FaraRt wR sHTaRa® R s @)

Streamlining and reconciliation

ITAIHIT 3R HH-aY

There are several promising focus areas for startups looking to capture new value.

T T B T B b1 T H WIS $ RIT 3 ST B & 1

Al-driven drug design, molecular diagnostics, and digital health platforms are gaining
significant traction in innovation hubs such as Bangalore and Hyderabad, particularly in
accelerating drug discovery and improving clinical diagnostics.

Al-3efya gar fEemga, smuifas e, ok fEfea e Wewd o7 87 d71ge ok
FERTETE oY AR Hal & dofl 9 IR IR 8, [IR ¥ ¥ ga1 Wi & oo 3 iR feafiea
g™ &1 sgR §9A ||

Precision genomics and affordable gene therapies which utilise technologies like CRISPR

hold potential to address chronic diseases that burden both domestic and international
markets.

AR SiFfireT oik wt sfiter Rt St CRISPR d&t® &1 SUART FHeelt §, I
rderiore fafival  Fuc &1 amdr @d! § S e 3R SaRRIPIa 9T6R] Gl R S
STere § |

In parallel, sustainable agricultural biotechnology continues to offer immense
opportunities.

Y Y, T P Sq W} 3R 3fawR UgH Bl @ g

With 85% of Indian farms being smaller than 2 hectares, startups are deploying precision
farming techniques that optimise irrigation and pest control.
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YRA & 85% WV 2 FHRUX J BIC 8H & HRUI, WICH T b HY aPH-IPI (precision
farming techniques) ®T IUTNT & IR & Sl R 3R Fie Ao & N B CANG H B

For instance, pioneering companies like Cropin and Fasal have demonstrated how localised
Al integration can enhance yield and cut input costs.

JTERUT & fofg, I (Cropin) 3R GBI (Fasal) ST 3rvft Sufar = feaman g fe
RITIAPHd Al THIHIU 4 SATGHdl 9¢1 Thdl & 3R 37YS ANl &I Ul Jhdl g

Further, India’s established strengths in vaccine production, biosimilars, and generics only
solidify its potential as a global export hub.

U AT, EBT IeTe, IR, 3R SRS garsfit § YRd &1 RIUd didbd 39 UH
Yy frafa g F U R Togd s €

Bharat Biotech’s launch of the world’s first intranasal COVID-19 vaccine exemplifies how
Indian innovation can achieve global impact.

YR SMI® gRT A1 & Ugd SEHIA COVID-19 RN &1 dl= U8 fdl 8 fb HRedg
TAMR Y dfYyF gUTa ST 9Hdl 5|
Meanwhile, long-established giants such as Serum Institute of India and Biocon have set
international benchmarks for quality and cost efficiency, laying the groundwork for
domestic startups to leverage their expertise into products of higher value.
39 o, Rd SHIee 3T AT SR Sraiepl St Qi bufdt 3 JorariT 3R ARTd Géren
& forg o A R 5T 7, R o WIS ud o 3T [IRuwal &1 3= Jed arat
Iame o HT SR fArerar g
Looking forward, global leadership in biotechnology will require India to smartly
streamline its ecosystem and channel resources into high-impact areas.
3T §gd §T, Sa Mt & af¥e Aqa wd A & fow YRd &1 o= uiRfRAfawst o &1
éﬁ?zmﬁmwmm SR FHTYAT DI I YU aTdt &3 BT iR SR B

|

The government, industry leaders, and academia need to work collaboratively to
consolidate funding, build integrated infrastructure, and reconcile regulatory standards
with international best practices.

WPR, SN TG & 4T, 3R RerfOre I Hass fad fuvr &1 watea, aafea
raeiva &1 ffor, ok e ae! @l siaTgiy aataw wuteif & 3y §4M
AT g |

By focusing on these strategic priorities, India will be able to sustain its remarkable

guantitative growth as well as achieve qualitative breakthroughs that will transform its
biotechnology sector into a model of global excellence in healthcare and life sciences.

34 Yurifae Urdfiedarsii R &9 diad Hd, YR 307 IeRG-1Y HEATHS fadT & 9918
T GBI 3R IUITHD WIf SRS R TH, S 39P Sa W) & &) wara Jar 3R
Sfta fagm & 3@ Ipwar & wisa & 9gd ol
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Phase of matter
where order;
disorder coexist
in time found

s cientists have discovered a new

phase of matter called a time

rondeau crystal that shows an
unusual kind of order in time, rather than
in space like solids and liquids. The phase
is related to, but distinct from, a time
crystal.

In normal matter, the arrangement of
atoms can be either ordered or
disordered. For example a (solid) crystal
has a repeating structure while a liquid
doesn’t. The order in a crystal comes
from breaking the perfect symmetry of
space: instead of looking the same
everywhere, it repeats in a regular
pattern.

A time crystal, predicted in 2012 and
observed in later experiments, shows a
similar idea in time rather than space.
When a system is periodically imparted
some energy — like pushing a swing at
regular intervals — it might oscillate at a
different rhythm, such as every two
pulses instead of one. Now the system can
be said to be behaving in a repeating way
in time, forming a crystal pattern in time
rather than in space.

A time rondeau crystal (TRC), which an
international research team reported on
October 14 in Nature Physics, takes this
concept further. In a time crystal, the
motion is perfectly regular, like a clock
ticking at a fixed beat. In a TRC, the
system has a mix of order and
randomness: it keeps a repeating pattern
over long times, but between those
repeating moments the motion is
disordered or irregular.

The researchers created a TRC using
the spins of the nuclei of carbon-13 atoms

aliquid doesn't.

A TRC is a state in which
long-term regularity and
short-term randomness coexist. It
shows that time itself can host
patterns richer than repetition
and that even in disorder, order

may lie hidden

in diamond. They controlled the spins,
which is an implicit property of these
particles, using microwave pulses. They
didn’t impart the pulses at strictly
periodic intervals — there was some
randomness — but the randomness itself
had structure. They caused the nuclei’s
spins to be partly unpredictable in the
short term but predictable when
observed over longer intervals.

The time rondeau crystal’s order was
found to be metastable, i.e. it lasted for
several seconds, which was far longer
than the timescales at which microscopic
processes happened in the diamond, but
which faded as the system heated up.

A TRC is thus a state of matter in which
long-term regularity and short-term
randomness coexist in time, like a melody
with unpredictable variations that also
keeps returning to a familiar refrain. It
shows that time itself can host patterns
richer than simple repetition, and that
even in disorder, order may lie hidden.

The discovery matters because it
expands physicists’ understanding of
what ‘order’ means in physics.
Researchers have believed time order
could only exist in strictly periodic
systems like time crystals. The TRC shows
however that new, more complex forms
of time-wise organisation are also
possible, even when the timing of the
external drive is not regular. According to
the study’s authors, this opens the door to
exploring many new kinds of “temporal
orders” lying between perfect order and
complete randomness. Physicists expect
such systems to have practical uses as
well. For instance, a TRC can be used to
encode information in its beats or to
create new kinds of quantum sensors that
respond to specific frequencies.

mukunth.v@thehindu.co.in

Phase of matter
where order, disorder
coexist in time found

Ty 1 98 aRAT
gl HaxT 3R
S[HTRIT JHA & 1Y
Tg-3if&rca A urg 18

Time Rondeau
Crystal (TRC)
T3 sl fbved
(TRC)

e Scientists have
discovered a new phase of
matter called atime
rondeau crystal that
shows an

I g PR
unusua 255 |
. L Rg e
kind of |
order in
time,

rather

than in space like solids
and liquids.
ATAD! 7 TP TS T
DI @S 31 g, o ergy
NSt fopved Fg1 Al 5, S
JUG § SR HH
feraran g, viefer 31 3R
TR ot el H HH R o
BIT 5|

e The phase is
related to, but distinct from,
atime crystal.
g IR TT5H fheea ¥

I

In normal matter, the
arrangement of atoms can
be either ordered or
disordered.

= yerd &, uraTorsi
1 R 1l WfSd a1
SroafRyd & ¥ 3

e For example, a
(solid) crystal has a
repeating structure while

JTER01 & forg, U 31 fobeedl § 1818 S aTell WA il §, Safdh U a’el H gl gidil|

e The order in a crystal comes from breaking the perfect symmetry of space: instead of
looking the same everywhere, it repeats in a regular pattern.

e ? PH WM FI 7ol THETAT D) dis T 31T 8: T8 & S8 U oIt fea ol aoig
forafira te SR 81
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A time crystal, predicted in 2012 and observed in later experiments, shows a similar idea in
time rather than space.

TS 15 fopeed, ST 2012 H YatgAT T 17 o 3R aTe T & a1 T, AT Bt
gAY B I9H faR e |

When a system is periodically imparted some energy — like pushing a swing at regular
intervals — it might oscillate at a different rhythm, such as every two pulses instead of
one.

e faeit ToITeh &1 TH-T90 R $§ Sl of Skl § — o ol &1 frafira siavTa R yaet
ST — T T8 ST @4 | Gl B Gl ¢, oY 8% U &1 9ol 8 gl ued I |

Now the system can be said to be behaving in a repeating way in time, forming a crystal
pattern in time rather than in space.

31d 8T S TehdT ¢ fob Tl WHa § g™ ard aiid I TAER IR 6! 5, SR R B
IoTg gAY # fopved te a1 aT ¢

Atime rondeau crystal (TRC), reported on October 14 in Nature Physics, takes this
concept further.

TS <139 ISt fohved (TRC), oRI®T 14 3fagaR &1 Nature Physics H faarur feam mam, 59
R &1 M ggaT 8l

In a time crystal, the motion is perfectly regular, like a clock ticking at a fixed beat.

U 2r3H frvea o, 7fa Tyul = u & fRafia gt 3, o v ue fRR a1d )R o &1 |

In a TRC, the system has a mix of order and randomness: it keeps a repeating pattern
over long times, but between those repeating moments the motion is disordered or
irregular.

Te TRC ¥, 7uel & pw 3R arferafirear 1 231 811 8: 98 I8 999 dob algvrs oA arelt
TREAT §1Y AT §, Afh 3 GI8RIT S aTd & & &t Tifar Sreqafd a1 -l gt 8|
The researchers created a TRC using the spins of the nuclei of carbon-13 atoms in
diamond.

TMeparst A gRT T H1E-13 RIS & A1fHS & U BT 30 v TRC FA[T

They controlled the spins, using microwave pulses, without strictly periodic intervals —
there was some randomness, but the randomness itself had structure.

I fRF &1 ATghIda U &1 SN HRp Haid e, fomr v &u ¥ fafie siavma ©®
— 3o Jfrafiaar A, dfeT ge sifraffadar & e o)

The nuclei’s spins were partly unpredictable in the short term but predictable over longer
intervals.

TS & R SIUPIID U A O §¢ dP AUATRIG 3, Al ol Sfavrar & yaigar=a &

The TRC’s order was found to be metastable, lasting for several seconds, longer than
microscopic processes in diamond, but faded as the system heated up

TRC B1'5H R T T, 3 $6 Vs a ol 2, a‘raﬂ%ﬁﬁaﬂmsﬁa"rwﬁ
w%,am@@ramnﬁgé,umﬁhﬁ%nms‘rW|

A TRC is thus a state of matter in which long-term regularity and short-term randomness
coexist in time, like a melody with unpredictable variations that returns to a familiar
refrain.

Y UPR, TRC U &1 98 a1 g forgd b iae fFrafiradr 3R sreusmtiae sif-rafiradr
FHY § T5-31&ia 7 gl €, 99 v JR o SryeanfRra fafderart gt €, dfes ug te
R Y R e il 31

It shows that time itself can host patterns richer than simple repetition, and even in
disorder, order may lie hidden.

Tg farar § for awa Qe Iva TRIgh ¥ 3ifie T U Ta ol 8, 3R Sragawd ¥ off
%A U 81 9Fhar gl

The discovery expands physicists’ understanding of what ‘order’ means in physics.

g TS Wifaepfae o Irg & ger ¢ o Wfadt & w &1 o 3 71

Researchers believed time order could only exist in strictly periodic systems, but the TRC
shows that more complex forms of time-wise organisation are possible.

SMedpdiaf & AT AT fob Toa W 4 Had delg A SMTad! yonferal & dieg 8 &bl &,
A TRC feardr § o awa-sneanfya Wwed & sifde wifes v +f dua gl
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e The study opens the door to exploring new kinds of temporal orders, lying between perfect
order and complete randomness.

g LT T YHR & PITD TSGR HT Udl A BT T1 @ieral 5, S gof s 3R gof
rfraftraar & o R g

e TRC systems are expected to have practical uses, such as encoding information in beats
or creating new kinds of quantum sensors responsive to specific frequencies.

UM  f TRC wonferal & =ragties IUAiT i, S ey H @1 T=hIS BT a1 ¢
UHR & Pied AR S off faRry smgfral wR wfafsrar #vd €1

Evﬁon, revolution

The economics Nobel is a nod to
freedom and innovation

his year’s Nobel Prize in Economic
T Sciences has been awarded to Philippe

Aghion, Peter Howitt and Joel Mokyr,
who have, over decades, attempted to explain
humanity’s unprecedented progress over the
past two centuries. While Mokyr has provided
the long historical and cultural context, Aghion
and Howitt have given it a formal mathematical
frame or the “creative destruction” model. The
idea itself is older. It originates with economist Jo-
seph Schumpeter, who described capitalism as
an evolutionary system in which innovation con-
tinuously displaces old technologies, firms and
industries - a process both creative and destruc-
tive, But Schumpeter’s framework rested on cer-
tain assumptions: that markets are free, competi-
tion is open, and the state acts only as an enabler
of private enterprise, not as a driver of innova-
tion. This assumption sits uneasily with the his-
torical record. The long vision of the erstwhile
Soviet state, and now the Chinese model of deve-
lopmental capitalism, reveal how the state itself
can shape and direct innovation. The creative
destruction model, refined by Aghion and Howitt
in the early 1990s, emerged during the twilight
vears of the Cold War, just as the Washington
Consensus and neoliberalism became the domi-
nant global economic paradigm. These models
reinterpreted Schumpeter's idea in mathematical
form through the endogenous growth theory -
the notion that long-term growth is generated not
by external forces but by innovation, education,
and research arising within the economy. Cru-
clally, it assumed that competition and private in-
centives — not central planning — are the engines
of technological progress.

But the Nobel recognition comes at a time
when the very conditions for this model to suc-
ceed have been upended by U.S. President Do-
nald Trump. His administration has weaponised
global trade, politicised science and technology,
and tumed markedly protectionist, departing
from the open, rent-seeking capitalism of the
post-war American economic order. While the
creative destruction and endogenous growth mo-
dels remain powerful tools to understand pro-
gress within a specific system - that of neoliberal
capitalism - they fail to explain the exponential
technological advances of state-led economies
such as China. These models also overiook how
geopolitics, institutional fragility and widening
inequalities can reshape the very structure of in-
novation. It is thus telling that the Nobel Commit-
tee has chosen to honour 2 framework whose
ideal conditions ~ liberal markets, global open-
ness, and scientific freedom - are under strain.
This perhaps must be viewed as a warning that
for liberal democracies to thrive, they must not
renege on the ideals of institutional freedoms
within state-enabled capitalist societies.

Evolution, Revolution

Wﬁrmﬁr

e The economics Nobel is a nod to freedom and innovation.

A | A9d RIPR WAl 3R TaAY B 3R T Johd ¢ |

Nobel Prize in Economic Sciences 2025

Aied RIPR 3Mfd® fage 2025

e This year’s Nobel Prize in Economic Sciences has been
awarded to Philippe Aghion, Peter Howitt, and Joel Mokyr, who over
decades attempted to explain humanity’s unprecedented progress over
the past two centuries.

9 99 &1 Aled PR 1fd® fage & fisferg srffren=, dier grege
3R wied A & fear mar 8, =i gt o Aaar o fusd &
afeal d rYaqd WIfd & IHH HT 9a o

¢ While Mokyr has provided the long historical and cultural
context, Aghion and Howitt have given it a formal mathematical frame
or the “creative destruction” model.

STafes MR 3 del AfeTRies ok wivpfas guyf uem &1, siffeia
3N 18%e A 3V shu=ies nfreta e a1 “fpufea feweamm afsa o
U fopan|

e The idea originates with economist Joseph Schumpeter, who
described capitalism as an evolutionary system in which innovation
continuously displaces old technologies, firms, and industries — a
process both creative and destructive.

Ig faaR SrIRme SN Yex I 37 gofl, forgi- ysitarg & e
gifaen e yommet & ¥ § aitfd fosan, o TaeR RE ae-tel, Bal
3R I Y TR FaRTRd a1 @ — I8 Uishan gorTd® 3R
e T R

e Schumpeter’s framework rested on assumptions: markets are
free, competition is open, and the state acts only as an enabler of
private enterprise, not as a driver of innovation.

YR & ¢id BT YR Tg U7 b SO Taad €, ufaeyf geft 8, 3k Isa
Fad el ITH B Y& I 911 ¢, TAER $T ISP 81 |

e Historical records reveal that the state itself can shape and
direct innovation, as seen in the Soviet model and now the Chinese
developmental capitalism model.

Ui Reple 9 Ul Iad & b Ied WY TR & PR R fa=m
2 goar g, ST & Qifaud Aisd iR s i faer s ysitarg Aisd
ERECIRIC I

e The creative destruction model, refined by Aghion and Howitt
in the early 1990s, emerged during the twilight years of the Cold War,
as the Washington Consensus and neoliberalism became dominant
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global economic paradigms.

o= s, Ol RIS SR 8183¢ A 1990 & ERIF Pt YFATd & URHd
foran, W g & Sifaw auf o S1RT, 59 aifRiTled AT iR Ta3eRaIg afy® e A-d
EERIY
These models reinterpreted Schumpeter’s idea through endogenous growth theory — long-
term growth generated not by external forces but by innovation, education, and research
within the economy.

S ATl A YR & [TAR ST §: R TSI Ui AR & A1 9 BT — aiiad gfa
et dhdl gRT e afch srderawi & iR TarR, e iR U 9 3 gt 8|
Crucially, it assumed that competition and private incentives, not central planning, are the
engines of technological progress.

HAEYU §1d I8 § T 399 A 3 ufarat ofR feht wieare=, = f Fslia aern, aaiat
WIfd & §oH 5

Nobel recognition comes at a time when these conditions are disrupted by U.S. President
Donald Trump, whose administration has weaponised global trade, politicised science
and technology, and become markedly protectionist.

iad AT U 999 H o1 € o9 3 Uiyt srfvast SIS T gRI TG Bl TS 8,
ST U= af¥e samuR @1 AR a9, e iR B! ISHITaP T[T, SR
WY Y A HIEHTHS &l T

While the creative destruction and endogenous growth models remain powerful tools to
understand progress in neoliberal capitalism, they fail to explain the exponential
technological advances of state-led economies such as China.

Safe forufea feveaRm ok Tl WY Aisd Ta3eRard! Yeitare & Wiifd & gHsH &
fore wifdaamelt SuwRur 99 ¥E4 €, 3 Isu-Aqea arelt srforawurat o FiF @1 ardiy aeet
WRIfA & 9 & 3%d g

These models also overlook how geopolitics, institutional fragility, and widening
inequalities reshape the structure of innovation.

J AISq ug U 3FCT FRd § b F Y-S, TRINTT HHSIET, 3R Tl SRTATAATE
TATIR &t TFT B Faad gl

It is telling that the Nobel Committee honoured a framework whose ideal conditions —
liberal markets, global openness, and scientific freedom — are currently under strain.

Tg ian § for e aftifa 3 39 gl &1 gmfAd farar et sre=f arareror — SR 99,
Y garu- iR e Waadr — A H aaa A B

This serves as a warning that for liberal democracies to thrive, they must uphold
institutional freedoms within state-enabled capitalist societies.

I U Ada-t & ©U § S T § [ IR Abal o Bad-Fa & g, I -
Yolard! qHTeil § SRR Waadrsil &l gAY G- 15T
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The critical factor’ in India’s clean energy ambitions

ndia's smbition to be a global keader in cean

energy and sustainable growth depends on

securing critical minerals such as hinm,
cobale and Rare Earth Elements (REEs), These
minerals drive key technologies - electric
vehicles (EV), solar panels, wind turbines and
energy storage — making theim vigal 10 India’s
green transition and long-term energy gouls. As
the country aims to achieve 500 GW of renewable
enesgy capacity by 2030 and net zero emissions
by 2070, ensuring the supply of critical minerals
anx! rare earths becomes impartant. Inclia's
rellance on imported critical minerals amikl
global competition demands stronger domestic
mindng, bester infrastructure and ghobal
partnerships.

Investing in mines and modern recycling
technologies will bulkd resilient supply chalns and
advance the Atmanirbhiar Bharat vision in the
clean enengy race.

Critical minerals in India’s green transition
Critical minerals are indispensable to India’s
clean enengy goals. Lizhéum and cobalt are
essential for EV batteries, with India's EV market
projected to grow at a compound anmual growth
rate (CAGR) of 49% from 2023 to 2080, This will
be driven by government initkatives such as the
Electric Mobility Promotion Scheme (EMPS)
2024, In 2023, India’s bartery storage market was
villued at $2.8 billion, with demand expected to
surge as renewable energy adoption acoslerates.
However, Indi's relianoce on imports for these
minerals ~ peardy 100% for lithivem, cobal, nicke
and over 90% for REEs — exposes # to supply
chain vulnerabilities. Geopalitical tensions, trade
restrictions and global competition, .
fram countries stsch as China (which controls

Alkesh Kumar
Sharma

n Mernther, Public
Enterprises Sefection
Board, and a former
Secrotary, Minstry of
Boctroncs and IT

Geopolitical
tenshons, trade
restrctions and

Pradesh. The Natiooal Mineral Exploration Policy
(NMEP), launched In 2006 and subsequent
developments through the Mines ansd Minerals
(Devedopenent and Regulation) Act in 2021 has
socelerated exploration by encouraging private
participation and using advanced geophysicsl
sarveys. In 2023, the Geological Survey of dis
identified 5.9 million tannes of inferred lithism
resourves in JAK, & promising step toward
domestic production. Last year alooe, suctions of
20 eritical mineral blocks covering lithium,
graphite ancd REEs attracted bids from both
indian and multinational companies, signalling
growing Emvestor interest,

Explorathon s Just the first step. With Indla
comrburing less than 1% of the global REE
production, it must rapidly build processing and
refining capacity through public-peivate
partnerships. Private partners can bring
advanced processing techmologies and support
recyding infrastructire, while domestic Bthium
and cobalt pilots need greater government
baacking through subsidies, tax breasks and
research grants to scale effectavely.

Investment in mines

Investment in domestic mining is central to
Indlia’s critical mineral serategy. The Mines and
Mineraks (Development and Regulation)
Amendment Act, 2023 opened up privase
exploration, bt the sector sull Bxces high costs,
regaibatory huardles and environmental concems.
In 2022, mining contributed just 2.5% to India's
GDP, compared 1o 13.6% in Australia. To bridge
this gap, the povernment must streamline
licensing processes and offer fivancial meentives
such a5 productan-dinked subsidies to attract

sector. IREL (ndia) Linited formesty Indian Rare
Earths Lad) s preparing to extract neodymium,
praseodyminm, and dysprosium, bat both need
stromger private partnerships foe greenfekd
profects. KABIL (Khanlj Bidesh India Lid.),
formed in 2009 (0 secure overseas mineral assets,
st expedite acquisitions. Mearwhile, the
government has bolstered domessic supply
security through the E-Waste (Management)
Rules, 20022, to enbance crivical mineral recovery

Moving towards a circular economy
Upgrading India’s mining and processing
nfrastructure is equally orical, Modernssing
Infrastrocture requires signiSicant imvestment m
mechanised mining equipment, autormated
processing plants and waste management
systens. Infrastnacrure upgrades also extend to
recycling. India generates close to four malbon
metric tonnes of ewaste annually, yet oaly 10% is
Sormally recydled. Advanced recyding facllities
could recover critical minerals, strengthening tlw
circular economy. The Battery Wasie
Management Rules, 2022 set recycling targets,
but weak impéementation and imsed
imfrastnacture pose challenges. Publioprivase
hubs could boost recycling technologies, cut coses
and redoce environmental impact.

Incia’s clean energy transition and industrial
rowth deperxd on securing critical minerals
through mine development and a ciroular
economy. Priority should be given wo
operationalising mining leases, nvesting in
mines, irzg recycling, fast-tracking
exploration in Chhattisgarh, promoting urban
mining, and boosting research and development

obal private capital. The Government of India has to cut Enpart dependence, create jobs and drive
GO of gﬁbal REE production and 85% of competition Eaunched the Natsorl Critical Mineral Mission mpovation.
processing capacity), underscore the urgency of highight the (NCMM) with a £34,300 crore plan to strengthen ‘The National Crizical Mineral Mission and
building a sedf-reliant supply chain to achieve its urgency of wvalue chains across explocation, mining, recent auctions are positive steps, but their
clean enesyy ambitions, industrial growth and usilclins processing and recovery tfrom end-of-life SUOCess requires strong state support, clear
national security, ::‘f‘r'?lm products. policies and public-private collaboration. A
Al-re

India has vast untapped mineral potential,
with lichiom n Jameme and Kashmie (38K and
Rajasthan, and REEs in Odisha and Andhra

supply chain for
critical minerals

Seate-backed companies such as the NMDC
have diversified through thelr Australian ann,
and outlined plans (o eater the oritical minerals

The ‘Critical Factor’ in India’s Clean Energy Ambitions

YR B T il HeaTDigsil § ‘HgaYul PR’

Critical Minerals and India’s Green Transition

YRd & gia uRad & agayul @i«

e India’s ambition to be a global leader in clean energy and sustainable growth depends on
securing critical minerals such as lithium, cobalt, and Rare Earth Elements (REES).
YRS &) WG Sl 3R Fead e 7 3 a1 577 &1 Hecpien Tgeayul @hrsi o
i, Faree o YR o wfemiew (REEs) & Wi & W ARk vl B

e These minerals drive key technologies — electric vehicles (EV), solar panels, wind
turbines, and energy storage — making them vital to India’s green transition and long-

term energy goals.

robisst mineral ecosystemn will deive Inda's EV,
solar and storage goals while positoning It as a
green economy keader,

Y WS G dB-td] &I JIfTd Hd § — SaAfae®d a1+ (EV), §R 39, Ua ars ik
ot YSRUT — S YR & gk aRad= 3R Jide1iere Sat aeat & e agaguf 81

e As India aims to achieve 500 GW of renewable energy capacity by 2030 and net zero
emissions by 2070, ensuring the supply of critical minerals and rare earths becomes

important.

HRA BT AT 2030 T 500 GW & ol AT 3R 2070 AP Y& LT S0 Tt HRAT

2, sufe neayul @fAe ok YR o uferdew ot syfef gfifda w5 srawae g

e India’s reliance on imported critical minerals amid global competition demands stronger
domestic mining, better infrastructure, and global partnerships.

3y ufaeyf & S URd @1 smanfad Aewayul @A W AvRar aeigd R @, JgaR
SAETAT 3R AfYH TIPSR ' 7 FHRA B
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e Investing in mines and modern recycling technologies will build resilient supply chains
and advance the Atmanirbhar Bharat vision in the clean energy race.
@felt SR enyfe Smgfaa aw-te! & oz aega myfd gaer s SR are et
ufaaRrar & sy HRa fas &) s S|

Critical Minerals in Indla s Green Transition

YRd & gd ufvadd d ageayul @f e

e Critical minerals are indispensable to India’s clean energy goals.
YR & 6B el wed] b g ageaqul @i sifard €1

e Lithium and cobalt are essential for EV batteries, with India’s EV market projected to grow
at a CAGR of 49% from 2023 to 2030.
il 3iR PiaTee EV 98t & T 3a=a® §, 3R YRA &1 EV d19IR 2023 | 2030 0P 49%
Pt CAGR I 96 &1 0 & |

e Growth will be driven by government initiatives such as the Electric Mobility Promotion
Scheme (EMPS) 2024.
BT & WHR F1 Ugdl o gafdes MR TH=M W (EMPS) 2024 gRT §@TaT
forer

e |n 2023, India’s battery storage market was valued at $2.8 billion, with demand expected to
surge as renewable energy adoption accelerates.

2023 H YRd $T det WIS TeIR $2.8 faferass &1 o1, 3R S9-0 31&rd SHet 3o 3t
i s, T A gy o Sulie 21

¢ India’s reliance on imports for these minerals — nearly 100% for lithium, cobalt, nickel and
over 90% for REEs — exposes it to supply chain vulnerabilities.
= WSl & o yRd &1 emara W fARar — @i 1009 forfm, Searee, fAda iR 90%
Y 3f¥IP REEs — 3T WS A FHSNNG! & T IR B ]

e Geopolitical tensions, trade restrictions, and global competition, particularly from China
(which controls 60% of global REE production and 85% of processing capacity),
underscore the urgency of building a self-reliant supply chain.

Y- a919, SR ufaey iR 3fe ufawgyl, foRy 0 3 69 3 (o af¥® ReE
JTG BT 60% 3R THEBHROT &I BT 85% A TRl 8), stk smgfef g s
B! THTA SMIIDHI DI LGifdhd B ¢ |

e India has vast untapped mineral potential, with lithium in Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) and
Rajasthan, and REEs in Odisha and Andhra Pradesh.

YR B fa=a srugad @feet et 7, o ey i R (0&K) 3iR ey # ferfam,
3R M= 3R 3y we=r A REES MU B

e The National Mineral Exploration Policy (NMEP), launched in 2016, and developments
through the Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act 2021, have
accelerated exploration by encouraging private participation and advanced geophysical
surveys.

@fAw s=awur fifa (\MEP), S 2016 W I g3, oiR @fae ok @fawr (e ok
SR 2021 & T I b, TSl B asl B2 g o, it wrfter ik Ioa
Wrmeffa |daor &1 Mdred aa |

e In 2023, the Geological Survey of India identified 5.9 million tonnes of inferred lithium
resources in J&K, a promising step toward domestic production.

2023 B YRT yawfae wderr 3 Jak ¥ 5.9 fafera e srgmnfaa fafm et o
Ugd &1, ol IR STe &i o= H Th Hgayul Hed g

e Auctions of 20 critical mineral blocks covering lithium, graphite, and REEs attracted bids

from Indian and multinational companies, signalling growing investor interest.

forfiw, Awrge 3R REES B HaR B aTdl 20 HEAYU! @il safep! B! Har § WRd
3R TGP HUfAT A Sl T, S Fgall =P $fI 1 Jbd ol g

o Exploration is just the first step. India contributes less than 1% of global REE production
and must rapidly build processing and refining capacity through public-private
partnerships.
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WIS Had Ugell PH o | HRd AfYy REE IAUTEGH BT 1% | HH TNTGH HdT § 3R
Frdurfe-fAslt ArgierRt & ATed I ol T UEBRT 3R WY &1 &1 (AT ST A1feu|

e Private partners can bring advanced processing technologies and support recycling
infrastructure, while domestic lithium and cobalt pilots need greater government backing
through subsidies, tax breaks, and research grants to scale effectively.

Aol ATISIeR I THWHRVT doh1d o1 Tohd § 3R FATSIFET w1 &1 quH HR qhd
§, Safe W fafian ok Fiaree urade & IRHR I0dT &1 3ifd sraxgswmdr g o
IS, B Fe 3N ATAY 3Ie dlidh 4 YHTHl TG I T/ off 9o |

Investment in Mines
@fren & e

e Investment in domestic mining is central to India’s critical mineral strategy.
W W B 3% YR Bt Ageaqul @ierel 0T &1 $% 3

e The Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Amendment Act, 2023 opened
up private exploration, but the sector still faces high costs, regulatory hurdles and
environmental concerns.

@fe o @ (fae 3R fafarawer) =y sifafeam, 2023 3 fAsht ewor o @i,
Wgﬁ a7 &1 31t ot 3= anTa, e arurei ok yafarvfta ferameit &1 g o=
Uedizl

e In 2022, mining contributed just 2.5% to India’s GDP, compared to 13.6% in Australia.
2022 ¥, 1 BT YRd & GDP T TRTGH had 2.5% T, STaidhy 3Re el & I8 13.6% T

e To bridge this gap, the government must streamline licensing processes and offer
financial incentives such as production-linked subsidies to attract private capital.

T SR B! UTe & oY, WHR B ATSARAT Ufharai St IRa B 91T 3R Icare1-feigs
TfRrSt S faxfta wiearg=r <o felt gt & siiesfifa &= @

e The Government of India has launched the National Critical Mineral Mission (NCMM) with
a ¥34,300 crore plan to strengthen value chains across exploration, mining, processing,
and recovery from end-of-life products.

YRA PR - AP AGaYUl @hel = (NCMM) = 3531 &, ForaH 234,300 11 &1
ST €, S 39T, T, THEHRUT SN R IUTGH | FAUIGT & 3wy A1 &1 Aolgd S|

e State-backed companies such as the NMDC have diversified through their Australian arm,

and outlined plans to enter the critical minerals sector.

Irog-uffa Hufray S NMDC A 3o TR fRraTs =T & Aregd § fafaefevur i § ok
eyl @fAe & & o= =7 &t AT 9918 ¢ |

e |REL (India) Limited (formerly Indian Rare Earths Ltd) is preparing to extract neodymium,
praseodymium, and dysprosium, but both need stronger private partnerships for
greenfield projects.

IREL (India) Limited (Elﬁff Indian Rare Earths Ltd) rafsfimm, RS 3
fEoanfmy Ferem &t 3 o= 38 8, Al gl & Wewies uRaeait & forg Horgg fAsh
AR ST SMIRIH 5|

o KABIL (Khanij Bidesh India Ltd.), formed in 2019 to secure overseas mineral assets,
must expedite acquisitions.

KABIL (Khanij Bidesh India Ltd.), Sif 2019 ¥ fa¢=ft @faer "ufral &1 QRféd o1 & o
18 T3 T, 1 SITRg YT d - AR T

¢ Meanwhile, the government has bolstered domestic supply security through the E-Waste
(Management) Rules, 2022, to enhance critical mineral recovery and recycling.

9 o9, WHR A 3-a% (Wae=) fFm, 2022 & T1em § R myfd R&m &1 Holgd a1 g,
e Ageaqut W=t @1 gl 3k Samgfad sg 9o |

Moving Towards a Circular Economy

TH R FHIHTH B 3R T
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Upgrading India’s mining and processing infrastructure is equally critical.

YR & W 3R YRIEDHRT SAEIAT DI 3UIS HRAT U I 8 Hgeayuf g

Modernising infrastructure requires significant investment in mechanised mining
equipment, automated processing plants, and waste management systems.
TR & SMYFADHIHRU & T AP-Tges WA IUHRUT, WA ord UHRBROT |4 3R
TP Y= JorTelt & Hgayul a1 St e |

Infrastructure upgrades also extend to recycling. India generates close to four million
metric tonnes of e-waste annually, yet only 10% is formally recycled

IR 3T Sarsfaa aw off Ten 81 URd aftfer ey 9 ffere it e §-aw
I FRAT 5, A HAd 10% BT NTAIRS T J YIhh0l gl gl

Advanced recycling facilities could recover critical minerals, strengthening the circular
economy.

a@ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁ%@ﬂﬁﬂﬁ@@ﬁﬁﬁ@ﬁmwm%mwwﬁw
|

The Battery Waste Management Rules, 2022 set recycling targets, but weak
implementation and limited infrastructure pose challenges.

Aeie e, 2022 7 fursiedT dea RuiRd 6y €, afd BHsiR Srafas iR
e sraEReT gfaar teT Pt B
Public-private hubs could boost recycling technologies, cut costs, and reduce
environmental impact.
iAot g8 SRS faaT ae-d! of S¢rar ¢ Thd 8, ANd Uel Johd & 3R yafavuiig
YHTG HH R T6Hd ¢
India’s clean energy transition and industrial growth depend on securing critical minerals
through mine development and a circular economy.

YR &1 TP St UiRaa iR e ey w= - faer ok adar seiAH & aregq
I Hgayul @fel & Riéd &7 R Rk wrar g

Priority should be given to operationalising mining leases, investing in mines, upgrading
recycling, fast-tracking exploration in Chhattisgarh, promoting urban mining, and
boosting research and development to cut import dependence, create jobs, and drive
innovation.

WAl & ST dfeT W Aol @l Afehd o=, @it | fa=r s, SamgfadT ot
TS FIA, BARTIG H ATV B o B, Wt WA DI 9G1aT &1, 3R g™ v
faeTd &Y Terar A W a1 mard fAvar w9, AR Gor SR TaRIR §¢ 9 |

The National Critical Mineral Mission and recent auctions are positive steps, but their
success requires strong state support, clear policies, and public-private collaboration.

Heayul Wi fIRM 3R 81d Bt Harftai YeRIAS HeH €, A 570! Jhadl &
fore worga o wadA, Wy Ao, ok ardwifae- el weaht @) sraxgsar 3|

A robust mineral ecosystem will drive India’s EV, solar and storage goals while positioning
it as a green economy leader.

T Aoigd @ieet TIRfRUTa@ a3 YRd & Ev, TR 3R WYl A& &1 9g1a1 37 3R 58 g3
SrfaRIT AdT & T H RIUT S
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Balancing lives and conservation

Kerala amends wildlife laws to tackle conflicts while raising some concerns

‘ STATE OF PLAY I

Mohan Chandra Pargaien

ne of India’s most lit-

erate States, Kerala is

known for its strong
grassroots institutions and rich
biodiversity. With globally sig-
nificant ecological hotspots
such as the Western Chats and
Silent Valley, over 64.26% of its
land is under Forest & Trees
cover. The rise in tiger num-
bers and the improving ele-
phant population further re-
flect its conservation saga.

In recent years, Kerala has
faced a sharp rise in human-
wildlife conflicts ~ declared a
disaster - resulting in signifi-
cant loss of life, crop damage,
and widespread fear. In the
last decade, these conflicts in-
jured nearly 9,000 people and
caused over 900 deaths. A For-
est Department study identi-
fied 273 local bodies as critical
conflict zones, including 30
major hotspots, nine of which
are highly critical due to fre-
quent incidents,

Recently, the Kerala Cabinet
approved amendments to the
Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972,
with provisions empowering
the Chief Wildlife Warden to
order the immediate killing of
wild animals attacking hu-
mans in residential areas, by-
passing central approvals for
faster redressal. These also al-
low the State to declare species
such as wild boars as vermin,
permitting controlled culling
to protect crops and liveli-
hoods, and downgrading the
bonnet macaque from Sche-
dule 1 to Schedule II for easier
population management.
Further, the State can author-
ise relocation and birth con-
trol measures for certain spe-
cies without prior central
approval. These are aimed at
balancing conservation and
safety.

The Act bans hunting and
sets protected areas. Being on
the Concurrent List, both the
State and Union governments
can legislate on it, with central
law prevailing to ensure a un-
ified national policy in case of

dissent. Despite successful
conservation initiatives, wil-
dlife in India continues to face
challenges such as habitat frag-
mentation and human-wildlife
conflicts. Kerala's current sit-
uation is a clear testimony to
these challenges, prompting
the State to propose amend-
ments as a potential solution.

Ecological impact
Regardless of intent, these
amendments may create legal
conflicts with the central Act,
bypass key protocols, and
threaten the consistent nation-
al protection framework. They
could face judicial review for
contradicting the central ob-
Jectives, raising concerns over
India’s unified conservation
regime.

Whether it is a mass culling
of wild boar or reducing pro-
tection for the bonnet ma-
caque, these measures endan-
ger biodiversity and
predator-prey balance by dis-
rupting local ecology. This
concern is heightened given
Kerala’s progress in conserv-
ing key species.

Decentralised authority al-
S0 raises concerns of misuse or
unscientific application, lead-
ing to inconsistent wildlife
management that may cause

more ecological harm. Envi- |

ronmentalists warn that these
acts are unscientific, legally
questionable, and contrary to
both public interest and con-
stitutional principles.

Cooperation with dialogue
The proposed amendments
reflect a commitment to quick,
local solutions, while the
Centre emphasises unified,
science-based conservation to
avoid fragmentation and legal
confusion. The conflicting
views on this matter demand a
collaborative solution that ba-
lances human safety along
with ecological considerations
under a national conservation
strategy.

Cooperation allowing State-
specific flexibility within cen-
tral laws via faster approvals or
science-backed  exceptions
could be one solution, with
measures such as joint task
forces for implementing last-
ing, non-lethal measures, in-
cluding habitat restoration,
early warning systems, and
conflict management. Empo-
wering communities, transpa-
rent monitoring, and clear le-
gal protocols - backed by
streamlined processes and
central funding - would help
manage conflicts without
breaking national policy.

God's own country, echoing
with tiger roars and elephant
trumpets, symbolises ecologi-
cal pride and heritage. Its fu-
ture depends on how well Ker-
ala and the nation balance
conservation with conflict.
Whether vibrant or dimin-
ished, this legacy depends on
collaborative, science-based
solutions balancing human
and wildlife needs. Kerala's de-
cision today will shape and
guide India’s conservation le-
gacy for the future.

Modan Chaeulra Pargalen is former
Chief Wild Life Warden & Advisor,
SCCL, Telargana

Views are personal

B PT P, 3R TS ST B |

e Inthe last decade, these conflicts injured nearly 9,000

fUa axie #, 37 Jusl § TIHT 9,000 AT 9IS T

Balancing Lives and
Conservation

Siter 37 &1 §
qAgad

Kerala’s Human-Wildlife
Conflict and Wildlife
Protection

YA § AFT-IISIg
Uy 3R g=geitg TRafor

e One of India’s most
literate States, Kerala is known
for its strong grassroots
institutions and rich
biodiversity.

YRA & FaY HIER I § 9
TH, B, 30 ASIgd UTHERA
TR 3R o9 fafgear &
foIQ ST ST B

e With globally significant
ecological hotspots such as the
Western Ghats and Silent
Valley, over 64.26% of its land
is under Forest & Trees cover.

BICHWIC & 1Y, 3P 64.26% U
3HfYH YA T 3R & Smavor
¥ Sfid g

e Therisein tiger
numbers and the improving
elephant population further
reflect its conservation saga.
ITd 3t HEI H gfs 9l
BT 3t STard) § GUR 396
TRET B! BT R < &

e Inrecent years, Kerala
has faced a sharp rise in
human-wildlife conflicts —
declared a disaster —
resulting in significant loss of
life, crop damage, and
widespread fear.

BT & aul §, P | HIHG-
FOelT Hod A avi g gs 8 —
o1 SmugT Uiy fovay mam —
S8 9 &1 Ayl JoHam,

eople and caused over 900 deaths.

900 | 3if¥re Hd g5 |

o A Forest Department study identified 273 local bodies as critical conflict zones, including
30 major hotspots, nine of which are highly critical due to frequent incidents.
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T 4 fAURT Sreaa 3 273 IR e o deayul Yoy &7 & U & ugar], fos 30
TG glewie it §, s ¥ - srcafre wgeayquf § i geATd aR-aR gt €1

o Recently, the Kerala Cabinet approved amendments to the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972,
with provisions empowering the Chief Wildlife Warden to order the immediate killing of
wild animals attacking humans in residential areas, bypassing central approvals for faster
redressal.

BT 81 H, el pfaAe 3 g-ueila (FRe&on) ififraw, 1972 T J=Ne o Aol &, fored urae™
& O 48T a9l Y& &1 SATIRIN &3 § HIFg UR §HAT H a1 SiTelt 9aR) &) qid
ARA &1 3MIBR 3 8, 3R IS JHIY & fore Fea SrgHie &) I & & |

e These also allow the State to declare species such as wild boars as vermin, permitting

controlled culling to protect crops and livelihoods, and downgrading the bonnet macaque
from Schedule | to Schedule Il for easier population management.

q T B! STl 3R ST Uil &l Bl Giftd Hq, Frifd g @ srgafd 37 sk aRe
gﬁgﬁaaqﬁlﬁaaaiﬁuﬁmmﬁﬁ AT T € AIfeh SMSTE! BT UaieH 3T
|

e Further, the State can authorize relocation and birth control measures for certain species
without prior central approval. These are aimed at balancing conservation and safety.

TP AT, T FS Yol & e gaiT 3R SE@T =01 Surd S srgHied & fom
AP PR Gl & | T TAREUT 3R Y& & TJeH b g § |

e The Act bans hunting and sets protected areas. Being on the Concurrent List, both the
State and Union governments can legislate on it, with central law prevailing to ensure a
unified national policy in case of dissent.

Tg AT ReR wR ufasy T § ok JRfém 8 RuiRd sxar g | A g A g &
HRUT, T R Fg IRWPR SHI 39 W B &1 Thd &, AR et off srrgafa o fRufa &
SN B TP IPpd APIa HAifa AT s gl

e Despite successful conservation initiatives, wildlife in India continues to face challenges
such as habitat fragmentation and human-wildlife conflicts.

THd TREU Ul & Srasie, HIRd H g-ueila S1aTy s 3R urg-a-gcita wuy ot
AT T T R B

o Kerala’s current situation is a clear testimony to these challenges, prompting the State to
propose amendments as a potential solution.

IR P g FRURY 7 FAfarat 1 Tom T ], R Iy &1 IR vRatfad drA & fae
R foar T B

Ecological Impact
YUHId

e Regardless of intent, these amendments may create legal conflicts with the central Act,
bypass key protocols, and threaten the consistent national protection framework.
35 &) TRATE ot fomn, 3 T=iveq et Siftferaw & ary St wad 91 o) Iavd §, T
WEIHTd ! FRIUN R Tahd &, AR PR IR TRET e 1 Tk A ST Tl 3

e They could face judicial review for contradicting the central objectives, raising concerns
over India’s unified conservation regime.
A BT THYET BT THAT R Jovd ¢ dfe J P IEA & [Ny & §, o9 URd & wablpd
HREIUT AT W el sg it 7

e Whetheritis a mass culling of wild boar or reducing protection for the bonnet macaque,
these measures endanger biodiversity and predator-prey balance by disrupting local
ecology.

IR g SHTel Yok B a1 BT | Tl 81 A1 §i1e ABTD & IREU B HH HRA1, I U

RIHT URFRUTIS! &1 gHIiad B wia fafaerar Sik RieR-ReR dga+ o IR § Sd ¢ |
e This concern is heightened given Kerala’s progress in conserving key species.

$l H F=T FeITfardl & TR0 H T bl <R §U I8 F=ia 3R a¢ ot 31

o Decentralised authority also raises concerns of misuse or unscientific application,
leading to inconsistent wildlife management that may cause more ecological harm.
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faddipa mitiewor ot AT a1 SRS ST o fxiar Uar oxar 8, o SR
FIoilg YaeE g1 § S 31 uiifRufoe JHas o 9l g

Environmentalists warn that these acts are unscientific, legally questionable, and
contrary to both public interest and constitutional principles.

waiaRuIfag Aarat 3 & b 3 B S, B ®u & Tfery, ok rdeife R ok
Haufre Rl & faudia &

Cooperation with Dialogue

4TS & AT § HganT

The proposed amendments reflect a commitment to quick, local solutions, while the
Centre emphasises unified, science-based conservation to avoid fragmentation and legal
confusion.

TRATTA RN AT, TR JuTer & Ui ufdagdr oRiid €, Safd b uated, fagm-
ST TREJUT TR SR a1 § b faee=T 3iR ST Yo § &7 o 9 |

The conflicting views on this matter demand a collaborative solution that balances human
safety along with ecological considerations under a national conservation strategy.

39 T § R =PI T Heaih WHIUT B AR B § S AP FREOT YUY & 5
TTa gRe 3R uiRfRufast famr) &1 Ige s

Cooperation allowing State-specific flexibility within central laws via faster approvals or
science-backed exceptions could be one solution.

FE AL & HaR A ergie a1 fagm-wafia sraregl & arerw § Iea-fafy a=heras
B SFTART S TTET TGN U JHIYH &) Gl g |

Measures such as joint task forces for implementing lasting, non-lethal measures,
including habitat restoration, early warning systems, and conflict management are
suggested.

RIT, SETa® U P AR H3- o (o8 YT eRb Wi, ord e gAdtu=, gd
Adrat gorret, SR Fed gaeE it €, SR SUr gee T §

Empowering communities, transparent monitoring, and clear legal protocols — backed
by streamlined processes and central funding — would help manage conflicts without
breaking national policy.

YS! &1 T M1, YRS FRTL, iR WY BT Meldia — fomaw gud=
TReltpa uRmarsit ofR Feita far dryor g faran T @ — gt AR ) @S R e
U&Yq H § Hag dl|

God’s own country, echoing with tiger roars and elephant trumpets, symbolises
ecological pride and heritage. Its future depends on how well Kerala and the nation balance
conservation with conflict.

SR BT 3UAT ST, S 9T BI o1 3R gTh F} xiwATG ¥ 7foran 7, uiRkfRufasia 1d ¢k
HUGT BT Uell 8| 3HHT Hias 39 R AR v 8 fob e SIR P W01 3R Had &1 o
TgaH I8 & B

Whether vibrant or diminished, this legacy depends on collaborative, science-based
solutions balancing human and wildlife needs.

T8 Ig Weitd a1 "fed g1, I8 foRmId A SR g=ueita &t saxgdarsit & Ida- & faw
Tgarh, fag-snenfea umer w AR HRd 31

Kerala’s decision today will shape and guide India’s conservation legacy for the future.

3T B b1 Fuig HiTsy & 1T URT o1 IJR&0T faRTad &) 3R 71 3R ANferia &l

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Wehbsite : patrioticias.in

Page7 1


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

GRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

UTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

Indonesia detects
radioactive element

traces at clove farm
GS It Envionment -

Associated Press
JAKARTA

Indonesia detected traces of radioactive cesium
137 at a clove plantation as it searches for the
source of radioactive contamination that forced
recalls of shrimp and spices exported to the U.S., a
task force investigating the issue said on
Wednesday.

U.S. Food and Drug Administration officials
blocked the import of all spices processed by PT
Natural Java Spice of Indonesia in September after
federal inspectors detected cesium 137 in a ship-
ment of cloves sent to California. That was the se-
cond food product from Indonesia to be recalled
from sale due to radioactive contamination this
year, following a recall of shrimp from another In-
donesian company in August. The task force
found cesium 137 at a clove plantation in Lam-
pung province. It also inspected clove processing
facilities in Surabaya city in East Java province and
another plantation in Central Java province, work-
ing with Indonesia’s Nuclear Energy Regulatory
Agency.

“We can confirm that contamination has been
found on plantations in Lampung. The contami-
nation was found in limited quantities and has not
spread to other areas,” said Bara Hasibuan, the
task force’s spokesperson. The nuclear regulatory
agency recommended a temporary halt to sales of
contaminated clove products pending further lab-
oratory testing, while investigators continue to
track the source of the contamination. “The go-
vernment is moving quickly to localise this con-
tamination so that it does not spread to other
areas,” Mr. Hasibuan said.

Indonesia detects radioactive element
traces at clove farm

SR/ A i F @l A eyt aa &
IERUERIY

¢ Indonesia detected traces of radioactive
cesium 137 at a clove
plantation as it searches for
the source of radioactive
contamination that forced
recalls of shrimp and spices
exported to the U.S., a task
force investigating the issue
said on Wednesday.

SR/ 3 A $t @t 7

Yrearetf fifvraw 137 %
¥ e, Sefe g8 39 Hid B qen B 61 § oA
3T # fafd &t o= areft s iR #aTet & arog
I & oY TTeR foa, GUaR & 39 g, &1 ofid B
5! U HRicd A BTl

e U.S. Food and Drug Administration officials
blocked the import of all spices processed by PT
Natural Java Spice of Indonesia in September after
federal inspectors detected cesium 137 in a shipment
of cloves sent to California.

.. B TS $71 TSfafaes™ & sifiamiial 4 pT
R ATAT TS, SR gRT A9Tfad gt e
& ST DI RIdeR T a1, ofd Wy FARTert 3
Fiwiffar 99 U a1 & te R d Wi 137
CRSGIRSRIEIN

e That was the second food product from
Indonesia to be recalled from sale due to radioactive
contamination this year, following a recall of shrimp
from another Indonesian company in August.

I8 39 U1d SaryHf Aguur & HRUT At § 9o
1T T SSIHRMAT & Gk WM Id1G U, 3R H Th
3 SSHRMATS HU-T & ST HI I09 g & G|

e The task force found cesium 137 at a clove
plantation in Lampung province.

J A g § U 7 ) Wt H Wy 137
Ui

e Italsoinspected clove processing facilities in
Surabaya city in East Java province and another
plantation in Central Java province, working with

Indonesia’s Nuclear Energy Regulatory Agency.

g qdf ST Wi & Y11 AT H AT

TRIHRUT Jaersit 3R Aed Srar Wid & U 30

Wi &1 fARTer0r forar, SSHRRT o1 [YfTar TSl W[dest Todt & Y faHs|

o “We can confirm that contamination has been found on plantations in Lampung. The
contamination was found in limited quantities and has not spread to other areas,” said Bara
Hasibuan, the task force’s spokesperson.

g1 Y IR Thd § b e

& iR T Iy UTT T g | guoT i A # ur wr iR

Tg 37 &5 7 718} han B, pried P Udad! IR gTRIge 3 Fell

e The nuclear regulatory agency recommended a temporary halt to sales of contaminated clove
products pending further laboratory testing, while investigators continue to track the source of

the contamination.
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e “The government is moving quickly to localise this contamination so that it does not spread to
other areas,” Mr. Hasibuan said.

"TRBR Aol Y T YU B RIFIHT PR B HILATS IR I8 § i I8 37 & o 7 Tt ot
BIRIG3H A ol

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS(GS Paper IV and Essay)

16_10_2025
TOPICS COVERED

1. | Death by Devotion: Hero-Worship and Its Discontents

iR & SR Gog: TRI-YET 3R 39& Ufaed gy

Sea of people: TVK president and actor Vijay during his rally in Karur on September 29. MOORTHY M
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Death by devotion: hero-
worship and its discontents

Why do human sodeties, even in the modern era of reason and information, continue to fall prey to

hero-worship? Psychologists have angued that the phenomenon stems from our evolutionary wiring

.I?H.l.t-.lnf!. n Kher

he recent tragedy at a political
radly of actor-urmed-politician
Vilay, where a stampede

claimed the Bves of several of
his supportess, should shake the
conscience of any well-meaning
Individual. The dead were mostily fans -
andinary men and women who had
throaged the event not merely for
palitics, but to catch a glimpse of thear
beloved star. That they perished in their
devotion 15 a stark reminder of how
perious the cult of heco-warship can be.

In Tamil Nadu, the ncident is neither
unprecedented nor wholly unexpected
The State’s political history & entwined
with cinema, with a lineage of actors and
writess who have turned the fan's gee
Into a vote bank, and then into
consalidated political power. The lines
between reel and read life have been
blurred for decades, with fihm scripts
doubling up as political mandfestos and
larger-than-ife cinemuatic personas
re-ersacted] on the campaign trail. Vijay's
entry into politics is therefore Jess an
anomialy than an almost natural
continuation of this tradition,

However, the cult of the leader is not
urviguee 10 Tamil Nadu, nor even to ldia.
It & a feature of human socketies across
geographies and epochs. But in India,
with its bong history of reverence for
individuals — from spirituad gurs o
kings, from poets 1o Bl stars - the
danger of confissing adulation with
atixenship has always been acute.

Historical warnings

India's freedom struggle was not just
agpinst colondaliom, but against the feudal
structures of thought that propped it up.
Many of the leaders of that era recognised
the peril of biind devotion w0 individuals,
They knew fram history that when loyalty
is transferred from ideas 1o persomalties,
democracy weakens and suthoritartanism
strengthens.

BR. Ambedkar, in his historke speech
10 the Constituent Assembly on
Nowember 25, 1949, offesed perhaps the
mast searing warning: “The second thing
we muzst do is to observe the caution
which John Stuart Mill hus given 1o all
who are imerested In the maintenance of
democracy, numely, not “to ky their
liberties at the feet of even a great man, or
10 trust him with power which enabile him
10 subwert thelr institutions.” .., In Indsa,
Bhaktt or what nuy be called the path of
devotion or lero-worship, plays a part in
its politics unegualled in magnitude by
the part it plays in the politkes of any
other country In the workd. Bhaktd In
religion may be a road to the salvation of
the soul. But in politics, Bhakti or
heroworship is a sure road w0
degradation and 10 eventual dictatorship”®

Even earfier, in & 1943 Jecture, Dr.
Ambedicar Lenetsted how journaliom isel
had surrendered 10 this culture of
uncritical adulation, *'To accept a hero
and worship him has become its principal
duty, Under It, news gives place to
sensation, reasoned opénlon 1o
unreasoning passion..”

The good doctor was not alone. Bhagat
Stngh, In his famous essay Why 7 om an
Atheist, crmicised precisely this tendency
10 treat leaders as infallible, “You go
aainst populbar feelings; you criticise a

Sea of peopla: TVX presdent and actor Vigay dunng ha rally in Karur on Septomber 29, moouTia »

bero, a great man who is generally
bedieved 1o be above criticisen. What
happens? No ooe will answer your
arguments in a rational way; rather you
willl be considered vainglorions.

Mercihess oritictsm and independent
thinking are the two necessary tralts of
revolutionary thinking. ... As Mahatmag is
great, he is above criticism ... This 5 not
constructive thinking. We do not take a
leap forward; we go many steps back.”
For Bhagst Sirgth, unquestioned devotion
wars pot merely a political weakness but o
regression of thought itsclf,

M.N. Roy, too, reflecting on the
reputation of the Chinese kader Chiang
Kai-Shek in Men I Mer, warned against
both the making of gods and the
disappolntment that inevitably follows,
“Therefare, the objective historian must
ot be carried away by propaganda, for,
or against him, He was neither a god nor a
devil. If he failed to be a god-like hero, the
fault ks not his, but of the interested
propagandists who wanted him to do
what they wished, He was nota
democrat; how could he serve the cause
of democracy? He did not betray
arybody; Hlussons about him were crielly
destroved, becanse they were illusions.
The disiilusioned, whoever they may be,
st blame themmselves for the bitter
experience. Hero-worship, not the man, &
the real culpric”™ Roy's words cut o the
core of the matter: it is not the leader
alone who s at fault, bue the society that
demands heroes, Inveses them with
expectutions, and then writhes In
disillusionment when reality intrucles.

The post-independence cult
Independent Indla’s political hstory s
dotted with examples of persanality cults
that often overrode institutional

saleguards. During the time of Indira
Gandhd, the Congress party bad become
almaost synonymous with her persona.
The slogan *Indira is India, Ind& is
Indira” encapsulated how thoroughly
politics could collapse into personality
The Emergency of 1975 was a direct
msnifestation of the suthoritarian
potential of the cult of persomality,
evidenced by the swift return of Indira
Gandha to power after only a few years
away from it

In lster decades, regional satraps —
from N.T. Rama Rao i Andhra Pradesh
and Bal Thackeray i Maharashera 1o Laln
Prasad in Bihar - built their political
fortumes not just on policy or ideclogy but
on cult-lke charisma. Their followers
often sow them not as fallible leaders but
as embodiments of hope, identity, or even
divinity. In Tamil Nadu, this rend was
perhaps the most theatrical, with MGR's
fans performing ruals, and even
engaging in acts of sell-harm at his death.

Tocky, the cult of Narendra Mod|
stands as the most seriking national
example. His image dominates
campaigns, poliches, and even
institutions. Supporters fréquently
collapse the distinction between nation
and beader, echolng the failings of the
Indira e, The problem s not usigue 10
the BIP but the scale of PM Modi'y
persanal cult is unprecedented in
contermporary Indian politics.

Why humans worship

The question, then, &5 why buman
societies, even in the moderm era af
reason and imformation, continue to fll
peey to hero-worship. Psychologists have
argued that the phenomenon stems from
our evolutionary wiring: in complex
groups, rallying sround a single leader

SYAYd g 3R 7 & O R I e

Death by Devotion:
Hero-Worship and Its
Discontents

Tragedy at Vijay’s
Political Rally

oo & IeHifa® Yeit
o AT}

e The recent tragedy
at a political rally of actor-
turned-politician Vijay,
where a stampede claimed
the lives of several of his
supporters, should shake the
conscience of any well-
meaning individual.

GEGEIRECICRITE)]
T foorg o1 oo Yot §
EEELLCAEEERCRICIGE
Fs gudel BT IF A
ERIRIEEENEEISEIES)
DI SfRTE B fget &t =nfgul
e The dead were
mostly fans — ordinary men
and women who had
thronged the event not merely
for politics, but to catch a
glimpse of their beloved star.

e fe: e 4 —
YR Gy 3R Afgamd
517 a8 HRIHH Had
eTifel & forg e afesp 3o
fira Rar &1 ¢ & fore +ft

IPEIET A

e That they perished
in their devotion is a stark
reminder of how perilous the
cult of hero-worship can be.
gg fob 9 sl ufda # w¥, 18
Wy gre, faardn § f& e
Tl &1 U ford=1 WeaRATd o
BEI

e |n Tamil Nadu, the
incident is neither
unprecedented nor wholly
unexpected.

afeArg W, gg e Al
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The State’s political history is entwined with cinema, with a lineage of actors and writers
who have turned the fan’s gaze into a vote bank, and then into consolidated political
power.

T F1 IeT-ae gfaery Rmar I Je1 gon &, forad siftMarsi 3ik aw®! &1 tss ufdd §
mﬁl@ﬁ' BT BI ToR Bl dic d& H Fad fedl AR R 39 TPigpd IJeHiiaes fad d gRafid
|

The lines between reel and real life have been blurred for decades, with film scripts
doubling up as political manifestos and larger-than-life cinematic personas re-enacted
on the campaign trail.

feaer iR et Sftas & g &) Xart a=iet 3 guch 81 g 8, et fren ot fBpea Ieifas
gﬁw%mﬁmméﬁ?mﬁmmmmammﬁamm
|

Vijay’s entry into politics is therefore less an anomaly than an almost natural continuation
of this tradition.

§Hw%ﬁmmmﬁﬁmwmmmmmﬁwnimwm
&Y e |

Cult of the Leader

=T B TSl BT UY

The cult of the leader is not unique to Tamil Nadu, nor even to India.

AT Pt GOl BT UY Had dFIeTg a1 URd I Sied 8l 8

It is a feature of human societies across geographies and epochs.

Ig AT JHTSI &1 U fA=INdT § S 4N iR &Td & UR 3@ ot g

In India, with its long history of reverence for individuals — from spiritual gurus to kings,

from poets to film stars — the danger of confusing adulation with citizenship has always

been acute.

YR §, Jg1 safaadl & Ffd T &1 dall TRURT § — SMMeATfad e O Ao reinsil, il

gﬁaﬂﬁmmﬁw—&uﬁﬁmﬁm$m&w YI B 1 Javn gaRm 1R 36T
I

Historical Warnings

tfogTRRe Jarafrar

India’s freedom struggle was not just against colonialism, but against the feudal
structures of thought that propped it up.

YRd &1 WAl SITH Had JUHARIAIG & RIeTh g1 o, dfch 3 iGNt AFRI®
TSl o faare ot o1 forgi 58 0= fean

Many of the leaders of that era recognised the peril of blind devotion to individuals.
39 7 & ds Aarail 7 Afaaal & ufa siyufes & Wak & ugaH|

They knew from history that when loyalty is transferred from ideas to personalities,
democracy weakens and authoritarianism strengthens.

I 3faeT § W1 b oie aw TR} faaRT & safeicdl @ SR ®Hiaikd €1t 3, df dieda
BN 3R TAT-Bisd o= Holgd i1 2|

B.R. Ambedkar, in his historic speech to the Constituent Assembly on November 25,
1949, offered perhaps the most searing warning:

3R, TP, 7 U Vgt UVl H WIAUTT THT BT 25 FdaR 1949 P WIS I
Wm?ﬂ:

“The second thing we must do is to observe the caution which John Stuart Mill has given to
all who are interested in the maintenance of democracy, namely, not ‘to lay their liberties at
the feet of even a great man, or to trust him with power which enable him to subvert their
institutions.” ... In India, Bhakti or what may be called the path of devotion or hero-worship,
plays a part in its politics unequalled in magnitude by the part it plays in the politics of any
other country in the world. Bhakti in religion may be a road to the salvation of the soul. But in
politics, Bhakti or hero-worship is a sure road to degradation and to eventual
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dictatorship.”

“GTRY 91 W I8 <A A1feu o oIt wgaré firer 3 39 Wt ) off e & TRemr ¥ By Twd

8, 1 dTa-T & 8, 31, 37Ut Xacal &1 fhelt He aafad & =Run & 7 39, 31 39 98 Wfda A

3 S I TRATST BT A8 HR I |’ ... YR B, Yied a1 o yida a1 Aras I=1 &1 AFf gl off

Tl 8, 3H! eIt | Sifgeia yfirer Furh 81 o & ufd srer &1 gfea &1 anf 8t gt

g Afes Iorifa &, ufda a1 e qe a0 9 Sra|re 3R Sida: arHm=mgt & 3R o St
I”

e Even earlier, in a 1943 lecture, Dr. Ambedkar lamented how journalism itself had
surrendered to this culture of uncritical adulation, “To accept a hero and worship him has
become its principal duty. Under it, news gives place to sensation, reasoned opinion to
unreasoning passion...”

I UEH, 1943 & ARSI H, S, SASHT A BN SIar b 8 TABTNGT Ga 39
SR =i &1 WHfa & T gaitfd g1 TS, TS S B WIHR ST 3R I9H! ol
AT 3B BT B I T ¢ | 3P 6, HHTEAR B S8 WG o <dll 8, dpy0f 1 Bl

e The good doctor was not alone. Bhagat Singh, in his famous essay Why | am an Atheist,
criticised precisely this tendency to treat leaders as infallible, “You go against popular
feelings; you criticise a hero, a great man who is generally believed to be above criticism.
What happens? No one will answer your arguments in a rational way; rather you will be
considered vainglorious. ... Merciless criticism and independent thinking are the two
necessary traits of revolutionary thinking. ... As Mahatmaji is great, he is above criticism ...
This is not constructive thinking. We do not take a leap forward; we go many steps back.”
3w Slaex bl Tal U1 WITa g, 3107 UG &Y Why | am an Atheist H, S8 Ughi &t
TR HRd § b TSl B AURTSI HIHT SIY, “3HY B U131 & RIes 9rd &; 3
Tt AT B AT HRd §, U T SAfad fordh! F=Id: ST I W T SIrdl 81 31
BT 82 PIS AU Geldl BT GBI SR ol oill; I SHTTD! THS! AT Smwm| .. g
TR 3R W= Trd HifddR Ad S & 1axaes fIAvard ¢ ... o1 i AgTeroh HeH §, 98
AT AW T ... T TS T T8l 3| §H 3MF BANT Tal I; H P bed Ui od §17

e For Bhagat Singh, unquestioned devotion was not merely a political weakness but a
regression of thought itself.

Wi R & fog, siyvfea dwaa ITeifae HeRT Ta1 At dfcw T8 A &7 fFUssIu o1l

e M.N. Roy, too, reflecting on the reputation of the Chinese leader Chiang Kai-Shek in Men |
Met, warned against both the making of gods and the disappointment that inevitably
follows, “Therefore, the objective historian must not be carried away by propaganda, for, or
against him. He was neither a god nor a devil. If he failed to be a god-like hero, the fault is not
his, but of the interested propagandists who wanted him to do what they wished. He was not
a democrat; how could he serve the cause of democracy? He did not betray anybody;
illusions about him were cruelly destroyed, because they were illusions. The disillusioned,
whoever they may be, must blame themselves for the bitter experience. Hero-worship, not
the man, is the real culprit.”

TH.TA. 3G, 7 off, A Aar =i SE-e 31 Uiyt R f99R Hd §T Men | Met &, gt

T 3R TS 91 SifAard FRT=m § gy fan, «safen, ILxaqul SfageR & R &
§e1d & gl 951 A1feTI 98 7 < adT AT 7 A | 3R 98 Sadl oI A1 - 8 3Rt g1, af
Y IUHT gl afch 37 TaRS| &1 § forgin 3¥ 98 S & fore Ui fasan st 3 =g 31 a8
THAAD TG UT; T8 ANhaT b Ie=d DI Hal HY HR Fobdl UT? I i BT efrar 781 e,
I9F IR H YA HR T J 5 gU Riifes 3 YT 3| TS YT, TSH e, et et g 1”

¢ Roy’s words cut to the core of the matter: it is not the leader alone who is at fault, but the
society that demands heroes, invests them with expectations, and then writhes in
disillusionment when reality intrudes.

30 % g e, b HA b SIId 8- GIY bdd Al BT T8l 8, Sieth 3G FHIS BT ¢ Sl ATD]
AT HRAT ], I8 SULTSAT T oIl 7, 3R 5 aRafaspdr 311t § af fARm=m & asudn 21

The.Post-Independ.ence Cult
AFdT & 91G DT UY

Page76

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Wehbsite : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

GRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
UTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

Independent India’s political history is dotted with examples of personality cults that often

overrode institutional safeguards.

Wi URd B1 AeITad gfaerT dafada Udl & IaeR0l ¥ W1 5, i SR WRATTd

TRET I B UBTS fea|

During the time of Indira Gandhi, the Congress party had become almost synonymous with

her persona.

sfewr widh & v, wiv urdf T S afdaa & w59 T

The slogan “Indirais India, India is Indira” encapsulated how thoroughly politics could

collapse into personality.

TRT “gfeRT 31 s, e 3w 3R o xifar } & wemifa i & o aafdaa o 9ad

gaalt g

The Emergency of 1975 was a direct manifestation of the authoritarian potential of the cult

of personality, evidenced by the swift return of Indira Gandhi to power after only a few

years away from it.

1975 B ATUTADHTA SHTFRIT U4 DI TATATS! FUTGATST BT e ISTER01 AT, o 39 91 d &

g foran man T gfezn wieh T € vl & SiavTa & a1g T H Sied] die s |

In later decades, regional satraps — from N.T. Rama Rao in Andhra Pradesh and Bal

Thackeray in Maharashtra to Lalu Prasad in Bihar — built their political fortunes not just on

policy or ideology but on cult-like charisma.

TG & I H, & WP — TA.EY. IR (38 Yo=T), 916 ST (FERTY) I AR W,

TG ([F8R) T — 3U-! IST-ifae TBadT had i a1 faaRYRT R 781, sfesp TY-FAT

HRIAT R I |

Their followers often saw them not as fallible leaders but as embodiments of hope,

identity, or even divinity.

ﬁ AT SRR 3% Ffeyul A1 & U & 761 afcsh ST, U AT 3qed &1 Ui A
I

In Tamil Nadu, this trend was perhaps the most theatrical, with MGR’s fans performing

rituals, and even engaging in acts of self-harm at his death.

afrerrg ¥, T8 ugfy W e Aresty A, Sef T it R & =y A gy Py, ok
It GG WR THGI b Bl

Today, the cult of Narendra Modi stands as the most striking national example.
3T, ¥ HIGY BT 4y HeY THTERITR TP IETER0T b U H TSI 5

His image dominates campaigns, policies, and even institutions.

o Bfd yaR, ifedl 3R agi @ o wwI= F 37dt 3

Supporters frequently collapse the distinction between nation and leader, echoing the
failings of the Indira era.

THY SRR Y SR AT & o7 BT ek fH1er 3d 8, 5 31 g1 &1 fawaansht &1 e g
The problem is not unique to the BJP but the scale of PM Modi’s personal cult is
unprecedented in contemporary Indian politics.

Ig AW Had dtordt T iAd e g, Al YTt Widt & afeara vy &1 09
ST YR Teifa & sryagd ¢

Why Humans Worship
A I Gl Rl &

The question, then, is why human societies, even in the modern era of reason and

information, continue to fall prey to hero-worship.

gggu‘s'%ﬁsaq‘fww, MYfH ad 3R a1 & g & +ff, TP Io & RGR g
[

Psychologists have argued that the phenomenon stems from our evolutionary wiring: in

complex groups, rallying around a single leader simplifies decision-making, reduces

uncertainty, and provides a sense of collective identity.

[ 1 T & fob a5 TIRT AR Sapifaard! @ ¥ S §idl 6: wifed |Hgl §, T
THA Al & IRI 3R HgT 811 Fofag a9 &) WRa F1a &, Siffdraarn gerar g, ok amfes
UG &1 34T Tl g |
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Sociologists point out that in unequal societies, leaders often become projections of
people’s own unrealised aspirations.

HHTRTES ST &1 Bl § [ AT JUTS § 7dl SRR AN B SR ATHIET3 B
Hfa®wed 97 91d & |

A farmer in rural Tamil Nadu who struggles with powerlessness may see in Vijay a
redeemer who carries the promise of recognition.

UH ARt afireATg o1 fPaT off SRISTdT ¥ ST §, 98 faeia # U SGR®dl o6 Udhdl o
S UgET &1 aTel AR STl 5|

The roots of this malaise stretch back further, into the history of religion itself.

39 90 &1 oS 3R off fiw ol €, e enf & sfoe |

In the infancy of human thought, when knowledge of the natural world was meagre,
explanations were sought not in reason but in myth.

AT T &1 RS Siaw1 H, Ta Urpfae gi-ar &1 31 9gd &1 o1, d saren ab & g1
Sfch HYUTH @ioil STt ot

Figures in sacred history — prophets, saints, and incarnations — were invested with
absolute moral and metaphysical authority.

ufas sfaer & aafdaa — yfasaaen, €4, 8iR 3@aR — & guf Afae sk griffe
SRR ya fobar |

Blind faith, born of ignorance, hardened into tradition, and tradition ossified into
intolerance.

SfefIyrT, S SR T I g3, URURT B gt T, SR IRURT SR wyer § o e |

This reflex of unquestioning devotion later migrated into politics and culture.

Tg SUfRT a1 T Ao 3R Wepfa & Taw & TS|

Even today, artists who dare to subject religious figures to critique — whether M.F. Husain
with his paintings of Hindu goddesses, or the cartoonists of Charlie Hebdo in their satirical
takes on Islam — are met not with debate but with violence.

3171 off, FATPR S e safdiel B STe=T X § — d18 TH.UW. ga- o fég adt
et 4, a1 91df 38 & B XA R A & — I f4a1q 8] aicd (@1 BT qrT
AT TSl B

The parties of God, across faiths, insist that their heroes must remain inviolable, and that
offence to them is unforgivable.

R P TR, I yHf H, SR 3d § fb 37 Araes 3r¥w 381 TR, ok I ufd g
STHT & B |

The American revolutionary Thomas Paine saw this clearly more than two centuries ago.
“Lay then the axe to the root,” he wrote, calling for an end to the deification of men and the
enthronement of reason instead.

SAN® FifadRT YTHH U 7 U WY ©U I <91 o7 g Afedl | e uge | S5 for,
TS IR PegTel Tamsi,” AHd &1 Sqdr g4 &1 UgRy & THE B4 3R ad & ufaffd
DI U B |

Until that axe is swung against the tree of hero-worship, the cycle of adulation, betrayal,
and disillusionment will repeat.

Vd I U8 PeeTel A ol & gl IR T2 T, widn, fyyrrara $ik R &1 = Jgrmn
ST

The costs of this phenomenon are borne not just by democracy but also by the people
themselves.

Y UG &1 B Had Aredd Tl dfes @RIl o1 ot e st 31

The stampede at Vijay’s rally is a tragic literalisation of the phrase crushed under the
weight of devotion.

faora 1 Yot ¥ s urs yfda & i1 98 Fod W & TR &1 g9e WMed U ¢ |
Beyond such immediate tragedies, there are deeper consequences.

U arepTfore Al § W, Ted uivond

Hero-worship erodes accountability: leaders become beyond question, their failures
rationalised, their excesses forgiven.

TS Yol SaTde sl B HHSR D o: Ad] AW T OI1d 5, 370! [ABaarsi Hi aburd
ST ST 8, 3% STIRI &I W% $ f&ar Sran 3|
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e |t breeds intolerance: criticism of the leader is seen as betrayal of the community or the
nation.

I8 SHTTSAT Ul HRcll o: 1 BT AT $I GG A1 MY F Ul fIYTereara J1=1 S |
e |tdiminishes the citizen: instead of active participants in a democracy, people are reduced
to passive spectators, awaiting cues from their chosen saviour.

P! HHGIR BT 5 Abdd H Ffepg gfaHira & soirg an fAfseg gefe 57 oa
% S 30 g §U SGRPdl & Udhdl BT SR B ¢ |

e Hero-worship also distorts policymaking.
e ger e Ao ot oft faga axdt 21

e Rather than responding to collective needs through institutional mechanisms, policies
become instruments of image-building.

w\_y&a;a‘r%mm@w&%a?mamlwwqm 31 & oy, Hfeat ofa fafor & Suwo
CE]

e Welfare schemes are branded with leaders’ faces and national interest is subordinated to
personal prestige.

o3 W Adre & AN 3ifhd g1d § 3R WPty fea &1 afeaa wfast &
e a1 ST B

Towards a Politics of Institutions
TXT3MY BT IS B 3R

e The antidote to hero-worship is not cynicism but maturity — the maturity to separate
admiration from adulation, respect from surrender.
AS TSN $1 IUTT fARTRIaTE 6 9fch uf¥usdr ¢ — a8 uRusmdr S u=ieT 3R siuHfaT,
T 3R FHYUT B ST HR T |

e Leaders can and should be admired for their vision, their achievements, and their service.
araii 3 e, It Iuafedy, 3R 3! VaT b o7y Ui &1 o Yol § SR BT & =13

e Butadmiration must not curdle into devotion.
AfpT U= Pt Styrufadt § aga a1 &1 AUl

e The republic’s health depends on the vigilance of its citizens and the strength of its
institutions.

TURTSY ®1 Agd THD ANTRG] Pt bl iR TG TR Pt Aoge IR R Hft g

e Citizens must reflect not only on the culture of film-star politics but also on the fragility of
its democracy when fandom substitutes for citizenship.

TR B Had fper-TeR ISIfd B B R T8, 9fcp T8 off Tra= arfet fs 59 B4
PeaR ARTRGEl 1 S8 A AdT §, T9 SUD! Abad DI Al fba- giat o

e India must heed the warnings of its founding figures and reinvest in building institutions
that command loyalty beyond the lifespan of individual leaders.
YRd BT 3O VRITTH Ae13if &1 Iqraf-al &I A1 a1fey ok Tt Turaif & fmfor & faw
H1 ATeT ol safaaTd Aaraii ®t g I W 8T 991 T 9o |

e Ultimately, the lesson is as much about politics as it is about human society at large.

3dd:, T8 HaP 31 &l Ied b IR H g FIa-T 5 9T ArHa 9691 & IR H

e Whether in religion, in nationalism, or in celebrity culture, the temptation to worship
heroes is perennial.
a1 o3, AFATE, U1 ATt WPl 7 g1, ATADT B gl &1 UgRI Hed W8l g

o It offers the comfort of certainty and belonging.

g fAf3aar iR 3ITATI &7 WERT UeH Il 2|

But the price is almost always the same: disempowerment, manipulation, and, in the worst cases,
tragedy.

AfchT T Yo TIHIT AR JAM BT 7: RfFagidT, B, 3R, Ta9 §X ATHd! H§, RIS
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